п WORLD/A20 

Bin Laden admits 
masterminding 9/11, 
assigning 19 terrorists 


= BUSINESS/BI 


Peso nears 53 to $1, 
closes at 4-month low; 
BSP selling stops slide 


= METRO/AI7 
Family of four, 
nanny killed in fire 
in Quezon City 


Killings just part of rise 
and fall of crime, says PNP 


By Luige A. del Puerto 
and Norman Bordadora. 


SHORT OF SAYING THAT 
the killings of activists 
and journalists cannot be 
stopped, a ranking police 
officer yesterday said that 
crime had its cycles of 
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PARANG 
NATURAL 
LANG YAN? 


By Nelson Е Flores 


‘TESTIFYING AT HIS PLUNDER TRIAL, DE- 
posed President Joseph Estrada yesterday ad- 
mitted signing bank documents as “Jose Ve- 
larde,” but denied that the controversial bank. 
account was his. 

His admission, a reiteration of a statement 
he made in a TV interview in 2002, confirmed 
the testimony of Equitable-PCI Bank execu- 
tive Clarissa Ocampo that she was only a foot 
away from him when he signed the docu- 
ments using the alias. 
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The account was said to contain P3.2 bil- 
lion. 

Estrada, 69, said that the bank account was 
owned by his friend, businessman Jaime 
Dichaves, and that he had reached an "inter- 
nal arrangement” with Dichaves and the bank 
before he signed the documents. 

He said this was why he was astonished 
when, during his 2000 Senate impeachment 
trial, Ocampo claimed surprise that he signed 
the documents as Jose Velarde. 

“Perhaps she does not know our internal 
arrangement,” he said. 
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Ocampo had testified at the impeachment 
trial that Estrada, and not Dichaves, owned 
the account. 

She said former bank chair George Go, a 
friend of Estrada's, had ordered her to re- 
place documents linking the account to 
Estrada with new ones showing Dichaves as 
the owner. 

Estrada made the admission at yesterday's 
resumption of his testimony before the Sandi- 
ganbayan Special Division following a two- 
week break in the S-year-old plunder trial. 

SIGNED) AB 


AFP admits: We 
seized Erap men 


Ermita at first denied ‘Gestapo-like’ arrest 


ANATION OF IMMIGRANTS: Mercy Ganas-Prescott, originally from the Philippines, i 
thrilled after being sworn in as a US citizen by California Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger, 
himself an immigrant from Austria. More than 1,100 immigrants representing 101 countries 


participated in the ceremony. 


US Senate to lift immigration 


cap on nurses; 


AS AMERICA RUNS SHORT OF NURSES, US 
senarors are looking abroad. They have in- 
serted a little-noticed provision in their immi- 
gration bill that would throw open the gate 
and, some fear, drain nurses from the world's 
developing countries, particularly the Philip- 
pines. 

The legislation is expected to pass this 
week. The Senate provision, which removes 
the limit on the number of nurses who can im- 
migrate, has been largely overlooked in the 
emotional debate over illegal immigration. 

Sen. Sam Brownback (R-Kan.), who spon- 
sored the proposal, said it was needed to help 
the United States cope with a growing nurs- 
ing shortage. 

Brownback said he doubted the measure 
would greatly increase the small number of 
African nurses coming to the United States, 


Li 


and 


RP hardest hit 


but acknowledged that it could have an im- 
pact on the Philippines and India, which have 
been sending thousands of nurses a year to 
America. 

‘The exodus of nurses from poor to rich 
countries has strained health systems in the 
developing world, which are already facing 
severe shortages of their own. Many African 
countries have begun to demand compensa- 
tion for the training and loss of nurses and 
other health professionals who move away. 

Some rich countries have responded. Two 
years ago, Britain, a huge beneficiary of nurs- 
ез from Malawi, pledged to give that country 
more than $100 million to increase the 
salaries of nurses and other health workers. 

But the Senate provision, which would re 
main in force until 2014, contains no such 

USSENATE/AG 


By Dona Pazzibugan, 
Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 
and Armand N. Nocum 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARY ED- 
uardo Ermita was quite emphat- 
ic. The administration had noth- 
ingtodo with the disappearance 
of five supporters of ousted 
President Joseph Estrada, 
whom their relatives had report- 
ed missing. 

‘Two hours after Ermita made the statement 
yesterday, the military confirmed the govern- 
ment had the five in custody. 

Not only that, the police had also filed re- 
bellion charges against them for allegedly 
plotting to assassinate four Cabinet mem- 
bers—Justice Secretary Raul Gonzalez, Presi- 
dential Management Staff chief Michael De- 
fensor, Public Works Secretary Hermogenes 
Ebdane and National Security Adviser Nor- 
berto Gonzalez. 

Prosecutors said the plot involved a conspir- 
асу between rightist elements and communist 
rebels. A state witness presented to media, 
supposedly a New Peoples Army member, 
claimed the plot also called for killing Environ- 
ment Secretary Angelo Reyes and Transporta- 


tion Secretary Leandro Mendoza. 
AFP ADMITS AS 


Journalists split 
over issue of 
arming selves 


By Alcuin Papa 


FILIPINO JOURNALISTS ARE DIVIDED OVER 
the issue of arming themselves after Mala- 
cañang remarked the other day that it was 
amenable to it as a way of stopping the wave 
of killings of media practitioners in the coun- 


Joel Sy Egco, president of the Association of 

Responsible Media (ARM), yesterday said the 

Palace pronouncement was “most welcome.” 
JOURNALISTS/ A4 


website: www-ing7.net 
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‘Butanding’ found 
dead with 14 bullet 
wounds in Masbate 


Jimenez to donate P50M , 
| to CAP, PPI plan holders . 


By Juliet Labog-Javellana. 
EMERGING FROM SECLUSION AFTER HIS RE- ., 


lease froma US prison, businessman Mark { 
Jimenez has with characteristic flamboyance an- 
nounced that he would help the thousands of vios, 
tims of the failed pre-need companies. 

Jimenez yesterday sald he would donate P25 
million to Pacific Pian Inc. education plan sub- 


JIMENEZ/ АВ 


COMFORT AND AID: After his plunder trial at the Sandiganbayan, 
ex-President Joseph Estrada meets with Miriam Eustaquio, wife of the. 
chair of the Union of the Masses for Democracy and Justice, and family 
members of the other Estrada leaders who were abducted last Monday. 
Estrada has vowed all-out support to the families of his missing supporters, 


Finally, it’s official: 
ЕР] is National Artist 


By Christine О. Avendaño 


AFTER THE PALACE ANNOUNCED 
but took back on the same day last 
month the National Artist awardees 
for the year, President Macapagal- 
Arroyo yesterday finally proclaimed 
theawardees. The late movie “king” 
and former presidential challenger 
Femando Poe Jr is an awardee 


along with six others. 


They are Bienvenido L. Lum- 
bera (Literature), Ramon A. Obu- 
san (Dance), Benedicto R. Cabr- 
era (Painting), Ildefonso P Santos 
Jr. (Architecture), Ramon Valera 
(Fashion/posthumous) and Ab- 
dulmari Asia Imao (Sculpture). 

The conferment of the awards 
had generated much controversy 
after the Palace's initial an- 

FINALLY/AG 


TE ACON PONORTE 


NUEVA VIZCAYA IS 167 YEARS OLD 

Diadi town's float depicts Из well-deserved title as the province's 
biggest producer of freshwater fish during Wednesday's foun 
day celebration in the capital town of Bayombong. 


Batasan 5's best defense vs attack 


By Fe Zamora 


AS FAR AS THE GROUP OF PARTY- 
list lawmakers now known as the 
“Batasan 5” is concerned, an eyewit- 
ness is the best defense against an at- 
tack. 

"What is more important [than 
armed bodyguards] is somebody who 
сап call for help and describe the as- 
айаш,” said one of the group's mem- 


bers, Gabriela Rep. Liza Maza. 
‘According to another member, 
Bayan Muna Rep. Satur Ocampo, 
keeping “high visibility” is his way of 
protecting himself 
Said Ocampo, a 


former journalist 
and political detainee, in Filipino: “I 
сапу no debt against the people. If 
anything happens to me, only they 
(the government) will be behind it." 
Ifany of the Batasan 5—which also 


includes Bayan Muna Representa- 
tives Teodoro Casiho and Joel Vi- 
rador, and Anakpawis Rep. Rafael 
Mariano—has a bodyguard, it is most 
likely а trusted friend or a family 
member, Maza said. 

And cven if she and her colleagues 
are allowed security from the police 
or the military it will be too risky, she 
said: "Mga bantay salakay yan." 
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Second F 


ByDona Pazzibugan and Nikko Dizon 


THE PHILIPPINES AND THE UNITED STATES YES- 


terday formalized a new 


security arrangement to 


Bolster their battle against terrorism and other 
threats, according to officials from both countries. 


V he accord involves setting up 
‘anew joint panel called the Secu- 
ту Engagement Board (SEB), 
described in a joint statement by 
Foréign Secretary Alberto Romu- 
lo and Defense Secretary Avelino 
Cruz Jr. as a “new consultative 
mechanism for cooperation on 
fiontraditional security con- 
tems" including terrorism, 
transnational crime, maritime 
Safety and security, natural and 
fian-made disasters, and pan- 
demic outbreaks. 

"The SEB, cochaired by the US 

Pacific commander and the 
‘Armed Forces of the Philippines 
chief of staff, will develop mea- 
sures to enhance cooperation be- 
tween the two allies. 
‚Те establishment of the SEB 
ther strengthens our partner- 
ship,” the statement quoted US 
Ainbassador Kristie Kenney as 
saying, noting that Manila is 
Washington's longtime friend 
and major non-Nato ally. 

US Embassy spokesperson 
Matthew Lussenhop said the cre- 
ation of the SEB was a Philippine 
initiative and "it will provide a 
dearer framework for consulta- 
Чойв and planning to address 

jGntraditional security con- 

riis,” 

ixQrhei^members of the SEB 
om the Philippine side are the 
Major service commanders of the 
ABP and representatives from the 
pee and defense departments. 

ёт" Ббагй-тетЬегз from the 
Side are other major comman- 
erg of the US Pacific Comifiand, 
the:US Embassy chief of mission, 
inikrepresentatives of the US De- 
Bardment of Defense. 
Ж he SEB is not a new treaty as 

Tflerely implements existing bi- 
Igtefal treaties with the US,” Ro- 
[p ana moe 

rement. 

5 Manila and Washington signed 

1621951 Mutual Defense Treaty 
that calls for cooperation in bat- 
йр external security threats in 
Either country. The two countries 
pie also signed a Visiting Forces 
Bienen: that allows US fores 

"join large-scale military exer- 
cises in the Philippines. 

Officials said the SEB would al- 
low both nations to jointly deal 
‘with terrorism and other threats 
not falling under the Mutual De- 
fense Treaty. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo, 


Trucks & 
К ШЇ ШЕШ 


4-DAY 


PUBLIC AUCTION 


one of Asia's most vocal backers 
of US President George W. Bush's 
global war on terror, has allowed 
Us forces to train and arm Fil- 
ipino soldiers battling al-Qaida- 
linked militants in Mindanao. 


No US bases 

At a news conference in Camp 
Aguinaldo, however, Cruz 
stressed the new security agree- 
ment would not allow US forces 
to reestablish bases in the country 
or to join local military opera- 
tions. The Constitution foreign 
troops from engaging in local 
combat. 

"Thats very clear in the agree- 
ment, no American troops will 
engage in combat, no basing. We 
have to approve their every 
move. That's clear,” Cruz said. 

The bicameral Legislative 
Oversight Committee on the VFA 
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Matre anl Party созу 


sepe 


shall also exercise oversight pow- 
ers over the SEB, 

Gilbert Asuque, spokesperson 
of the Department of Foreign Af- 
fairs, said Manila and Washington 
agreed to set up the mechanism in 
April when the two sides agreed to 
expand their parmership to ad- 
dress emerging security threats. 

Although both Manila and 
Washington have justified US 
military presence in Mindanao аз 
part of authorized joint military 
exercises, left-wing groups have 
questioned the legality of the 
presence of American troops near 
battle zones in Mindanao and 
Tave demanded their wire 

“бз a very blatant way for the 
US to intervene in our domestic 
affairs,” said Renato Reyes, head 
of Bagong Alyansang Макс 
abayan, the largest left-wing 
group in the country. 

“They want to broaden that in- 
tervention. And this can be used 
by Mrs. Arroyo to get US support 


to stay in power. It’s very danger- ^ 


ous,” Reyes said. 


Focused responses 


Cruz said the SEB “affords us“ 


the opportunity to develop fo- 
cused and comprehensive re- 
sponses” to security threats. 

He said the SEB was an emerg- 
ing model for bilateral coopera- 
tion with neighboring states in 
Southeast Asia to address nontra- 
ditional military concerns. With 
reports by AP and AFP 


By Philip C. Tubeza 
and T] Burgonio 


AN ADMINISTRATION LAW- 
maker and an opposition senator 
yesterday scored Ricardo Abcede 
of the Presidential Commission 
on Good Government for party- 
ing with former First Lady Imelda 
Marcos during his birthday cele- 
bration last week. 

House Deputy Majority Leader 
Edcel Lagman said that Abcede 
should have avoided Marcos 
since his agency was pursuing 
criminal cases against the Mar- 


coses and trying to recover their 
allegedly ill-gotten wealth, the 
same reason cited by Senate Mi- 
nority Leader Aquilino Pimentel 
k 

“How could there be anything 
even remotely correct and ac- 
ceptable about a Commissioner 
of the Presidential Commission 
on Good Government—the very 
agency tasked to recover the vast 
government resources illegally 
amassed by the Marcoses—hob- 
nobbing with one of the primary 
suspects?" Lagman said in a state- 
ment. 


"Commissioner Abcede should 
remember that, as a ranking offi- 
cial of the PCGG, he should not 
only be clean. Like Caesar's wife, 
he should always appear to be 
completely untainted. He should 
be above suspicion,” Lagman 
said. 

"In socializing with Imelda 
Marcos at his birthday party, 
Commissioner Abcede is like а 
prosecutor dancing with the ac- 
cused,” he added. 

Meanwhile, Pimentel Jr. said he 
was open to the idea of the PCGG 
entering into a compromise with 


IT'S А FAIRY TALE. 


‘Success in the next 20 years. 


should heed the} 


‘This was the reaction of Senate Minority Lead- 
+ er Aquilino Pimentel Jr. after President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo announced her vision to bring Fil- 
ipinos to the “Enchanted Kingdom" of First World 


"GMA reveals her Enchanted Kingdom world view, 
her Gotterdammerung, where she will be queen and 
everyone else а serf ministering to her whim! Or a 
down to make her laugh,” Pimentel said. 
Instead of making false promises, the President 
people's damor for her resignation over 
her abuse of power and “misdeed in office," including 
the killings of militants and journals, he said. 


It’s a fairy tale,’ says 
Pimentel of GMA’s vision 


By T] Burgonio and Michael Lim Ubac 


dreamland.” 
In a 


dwarfs.” 


Bayan Muna party-list Rep. Joel Virador said 
that instead of an “Enchanted Kingdom,” Ms Ar- 
royo's presence in Malacafiang was bringing Fil- 
ipinos “a continuing nightmare.” 
In Dagupan City, Lingayen-1 
op Oscar Cruz described the Presidents vision of 
an “Enchanted Kingdom of the First World’ as 
“more fiction-oriented than [Da Vinci Code au- 
thor] Dan Brown, more nebulous than any 


statement 
(wwwove blogspot.com), Cruz said the Presi- 
denr's "Enchanted Kingdom" is perceived to be 
Occupied “not by real people but by illusive 
With Yolanda Sotelo-Fuertes, PDI 
Northern Luzon Bureau 
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By Juliet Labog-Javellana. 


THE OPPOSITION LABAN NG DEMO- 
kratikong Pilipino (LDP) advocates Char- 
ter change by way of a constituent assem- 
bly or a constitutional convention, its 
chair Sen. Edgardo Angara said at the 
party's national party congress yesterday. 

The senator, a longtime advocate of 
Chanter change, said all politcal parties must 
now arrive at a consensus that there is an 
immediate need to amend the Constitution. 

Не urged other political parties to come 
to some unanimity on Charter change so 
that the task of constitutional revision can 
be undertaken within the year 

However LDP member and Easem 
Samar Сох Ben Ebardone, who is 
spokesperson of the Union of Local Authori- 


ties of the Philippines, said he was for the 
peoples initiative mode of amending the 
Constitution. 

Ebardone said Ulap and the Sigaw ng 
Bayan group intend to push through with 
the people's initiative and would ask the 
Commission on Elections to hold a 
plebiscite to approve or reject the initiative 
to amend the Charter as early as August. 

Angara said he was for Charter change. 
succeeding but not through the peoples 
initiative that Evardone and others were. 
pushing, "but one that is agreed upon by 
consensus, either a constitutional conven- 
tion ora constituent assembly" 

“I think the constituent assembly is the 
more efficient, less costly and more tans- 
parent procedure,” Angara said. With a 
report from Cynthia D. Balana 
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АТ THE US EMBASSY (from left), Army Col. Jim Linder, commander Joint Special Operations Task Force-Philippines exchanges ideas with 
‘Army chief Hermogenes Esperon, Defense and Army Attache Col. Terry Cook and AFP Chief of Staff Generoso Senga during the reception 
honoring the visit of the hospital ship USNS Mercy to the Philippines. 


EDWIN BACASHAS 


Abcede told: ‘Stop waltzing with Imelda’ 


the Marcos heirs but only if it in- 
volved their civil—not crimi- 
nal—liabilities, and they made а 
full disclosure of their wealth. 

As а first condition, he said 
that the former first lady should 
divulge the real estate property, 
investments, bank accounts and 
other assets acquired by the late 
strongman here and abroad. 

їп his statement, Lagman also 
disputed Abcede's claim that en- 
tering into a compromise with the 
Marcoses on their ill-gotten 
"wealth cases would provide clo- 
sure for the victims of martial law. 


RP OIC set 
to review 
peace accord 


THE PHILIPPINES AND THE OR- 
ganization of the Islamic Confer- 
ence are to review progress on a 
10-year-old peace pact that the 
government signed with the Mo- 
ro National Liberation Front 
amid complaints that progress 
has been slow, according to a 
joint statement at the end of the 
visit here of a fact-finding mission 
from the Islamic body. 

The pan-Islamic OIC brokered 
the 1996 peace agreement with 
the MNLF rebels to end their fight 
for a separate state in Mindanao. 

Dates for the meeting, which is 
to be held in Jeddah in Saudi Ara- 
bia and will also include rebel 
representatives, are being firmed 
up but it should be “set as soon as 
practicable,” the statement said. 

‘The government and the OIC 
will hold a "preliminary meeting” 
on the sidelines of an upcoming 
foreign ministers’ meeting of Is- 
lamic nations to be held in Baku, 
Azerbaijan next month, the state- 
ment said. 

Under the peace pact, MNLF 
leader Nur Misuari dropped the 
MNLPs demand for indepen- 
dence in favor of limited autono- 
my, which put five predominantly 
Muslim provinces and a city in 
Mindanao into ап autonomous 
region, and for former MNLF 
rebels to be integrated in the po- 
lice and military forces. 

Misuari became governor of 
the Autonomous Region in Mus- 
lim Mindanao. He is now in jail in 
Manila on rebellion charges. AFR 
AP and Christine Avendaño 


Mining firms hit bishop's fact-finding body 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 
and Christine A. Gaylican 


AN ASSOCIATION OF MINING 
‘companies yesterday lashed out at 
the fact-finding commission led by a 
Roman Catholic bishop that investi- 
gated the toxic spills in an Aus- 
tralian company's mine on Rapu- 
Rapu Island off Albay, describing its 
findings as biased and “overly dra- 
matized” to “discredit mining as an 
economic activity.” 

Ina prepared statement issued at a 
news conference, the Chamber of 
Mines of the Philippines said the Ra- 


pu-Rapu fact-finding commission 
headed by Bishop Arturo Bastes of 
Sorsogon had upheld allegations that 
were based on hearsay and not sup- 
ported by facts. 

The commission had recommend- 
ed that the government stop the oper- 
ations of Lafayette Philippines Inc. 
and review the mining act in light of 
the Rapu-Rapu spills last year which 
it said had caused skin diseases 
among residents in the area, contami- 
nated the seas with mercury and di- 
minished the fishermen's catch by up 
to BO percent. It also called for a ban 
on mining on the island, 


‘The chamber said the skin dis 
eases were not proven to be directly 
related to the mine spills, the fish 
kills being linked to the spills were 
“overly dramatized” considering 
that the spillage volume was “so 
miniscule compared to the volume of 
the sea waters; and that the allega- 
tions were all hearsay and not sup- 
ported by facts.” 

k said that in conducting the 
probe, the commission used the same 
framework that the Catholic Bishops’ 
Conference of the Philippines es- 
poused when it issued a statement 
against the industry last January. 
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е PETRON A dirty exhaust isa dead giveaway of an unclean engine. Carbon deposits clog your engine system 
will never [fmt causing it to emit harmful smoke and waste fuel. That's why you need Petron Carbon Flush 
anenvironment friendly solution designed to clean smoke-inducing carbon deposits by up to 


surrender 70% in diesel engines. This ensures your vehicle's maximum performance and fuel efficiency 


After the Petron Carbon Flush service, you can drive away with confidence. 


А FORMER PHILIPPINE SENATOR AND EX- 
colonel wanted for a failed February coup 
against President Macapagal-Arroyo said 
Thursday he would never surrender and 
called on the public to join his struggle. 

Gregorio Honasan, who in the 1980s led 
several coup attempts, accused Arroyo of 
abusing her power and of refusing to heed the 
public clamor to resign over allegations she 
stole the May 2004 vote. 

^NI forms of legal 
maneuvers Бае 
been exploited and 
abused by this 
regime, including a 
masked martial law" 
Honasan said, refer- 
ring to Arroyo's dec- 
laration of a state of 
national emergency 
in quashing the al- 
leged February plot. 
"This then has led 
me to the decision to 
be inaccessible. I am 
now the target of a 
HONASAN national manhunt," 
he said in a state- 
ment to news agencies. 

"Tam not running away, but I have decided 
tostand with the people in their fight for good 
government and fundamental reform.” 
Honasan, as well as six prominent leftist legis- 
lators, was among 16 political figures charged 
with rebellion by the Arroyo government. 

Among those also charged were Honasan 
aides. 

Arroyo in February said the alleged plot 
was hatched by communist rebels, political 
foes, and disgruntled military officers. She 
placed the country under a week-long state of 
emergency and fired officers implicated in the 
plot. 

Honasan, a former army colonel, once de- 
scribed himself the country's "resident advis- E 
er on failed coup attempts." After several $ untreated diesel engine 
bloody attempts in the 1980s, he won 
amnesty and subsequently was elected in the 
Senate. He lost his senatorial bid in the 2002 
midterm elections. ‘AFP 


German wanted 


for Internet 


THE BUREAU OF IMMIGRATION HAS BE- 
gun deportation proceedings against a Ger- Н стот ганс shserviceisabsolutely free until June 18, 2006 the following Petron Service Stations: 
man national who is wanted for large-scale T v. oa JJ EP f 
Internet fraud in his country and who was ar- CLE 2% 227 f bn А " (ica 
rested in Cavite last week. 5 - ca Ave Pasay Cy 
“The bureau's Board of Commissioners is set "ato cor E Rodriguez St 
to order this week the deportation of Viktor à m city Re А Edel 
Graff Kolvenbach, 47, of Troisdorf, Germany, п VL j 
immigration prosecutor Maria Antonette Bu- 
cosas said. 
Kolvenbach was 
arrested by a team of 
immigration and Na- 
tional Bureau of Im- 
migration agents in a 
house in Dasmariñas, 
Cavite, after a tip-off 
from the German 
Federal Police which 
has been tracking 
him down. 
Kolvenbach 5 
wanted for 67 counts 
of largescale fraud 
for operating an auc- 
tion website but fail- 
ing to deliver the 
promised goods. Ger- 
man authorities said 
he defrauded clients 
of some P165,000 
since he began in 
2002. 
He arrived in the 
country on April 26 
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Arm colonel: There were mass 
killings but not mass-graves types ` 


By Michael Lim Ubac the Philippines (CPP). Jose Zubiri Jr. that the province 
However, Madrigal was quick- was a peaceful haven of Chris- 

SO' WHERE ARE THE MASS totell the Inquirer in a phone in- tians and Muslims alike. 

graves? terview that he and his men in- Zubiri had belied claims by 

‘An Army commander yester- deed unearthed the remains of Gonzales, saying the latter only 
day said there were no mass those summarily executed by the “made it appear that Bukidnon is 
graves in Bukidnon as earlier СРРз armed component, the New a massacre field. Thats allie.” 
claimed by National Security Ad- People’s Army. Of the 21 cases, the remains of 
viser Norberto Gonzales. “There were killings but not one of the victims were un- 

TWe did not use mass graves or, carried out in amass-graves-type. earthed last April 22 in Barangay 
kiling fields to describe Bukid- We dug them up one by one, іп Kibongeog, San Fernando, where 
mon (in the report) but we stand separate adjacent barangays, and опе of the graves was allegedly 
by our statement that there were іп different times,” said Майн. found. 
2idocumented killings over pe- gal. Madrigal said the remains 
tod of five years,” stressed Lt. Some had been buried in shal- belonged to one Gilbert Ortega 
Col. Bejamin Madrigal, comman- low graves, others in barangay alias “Intsik,” an NPA rebel who 
det of the 26th Infantry Battalion cemeteries, he said. was executed after һе wat sus- 
of the Philippine Armys 4th In- : pected to be a military in- 
fanny Divison. Y Documentary evidence former, 

‘Madrigal penned the reporton “The NPAs were behind these- “We were able to dig up his re- 
which Gonzales had based hisas- ries of killings. They have been mains because one of his com- 
Merion that the existence of terrorizing remote barangays іп rades, who witnessed the killing, | HUMANITARIAN MISSION 
Graves containing skeletal re- this province,” said Madrigal, confessed to it following his ar- | US Ambassador Kristie Kenny receives memento from Joe Moore, of the hospital ship, the USNS 
Ee of the communist rebels, pointing out that several docu- rest,” said Madrigal who said the | Mercy, and Henry Villareal, commander/executive officer of the USNS. The ship will be here until 
and their sympathizers proved mentary and testimonial evi- witness was presented to Gonza- | Juneas part of a5-month deployment to the Western Pacific and Southeast Asia to provide medical 
the continuing internal purges dence he had gathered strongly les during a briefingon May 13in | and dental services. For three weeks, the ship will service Zamboanga, Basilan, Sulu and Tawi-Tawi. 
within the Communist Party of belie the claim of Bukidnon бок Cagayan de Oro City. B 


Batasan 5's best defense vs attack: An eyewitness 


From page Al Of the number, 94 were теті ty of the Philippines, a legal orga- tive basi, quite unlike theadvance blown security detail would be bers of the House. 
bers of Bayan Muna, 21 of nization. parties of other government VIPs, too costly for her and her col- “That would be sending a 

‘The safety of the five militant Anakpawis, and five of Gabriela. Оп Tuesday night, the Batasan which usually consisted of media leagues. wrong signal to the people,” he 
lawmakers—who are all fighting Sixty-eight were women, accord- 5 visited the INQumum office in coordinators, PR consultants and "Ме cannot possibly afford said. 
a rebellion charge in connection ingto Maza. Makati City with what they called а retinue of waiters sent by the she said, adding: According to Casifio, the 
with the alleged plot to oust Pres- ample security—about a dozen caterer. “We just have to live a normal killing of militant activists who 
ident Macapagal-Arroyo: in Ample security civilians posted innocuously Тһе Batasan S security also life during abnormal times." have been consistently speaking 
February—has been a matter of Among those killed were ге. around the building. paled in comparison with other | жч out against irregularities under 
Tocem amid the extrajudicial gional and provincial leaders of Ап advance party, consisting government VIP security, mostly “Wrong signal the Arroyo administration is i 
filling of members oftheir party- the party-list groups, which Jus- mostly of young staff members, consisting of police escorts on Neither can he and his col- tended to sow fear among their 
list groups. tice Secretary Raul Gonzalez and arrived about an hour ahead of motorcycles and patrol cars, as leagues afford to be in hiding, ranks and stifle dissent. 

Since January 2001, а total of National Security Adviser Nor- the lawmakers. well as backup vehicles with said Casifio, who, along with “They want to paralyze us by 
601 assassinations have been re- berto Gonzales have claimed to ‘They came bearing small boxes heavily tinted windows. three of his colleagues, is listed sowing fear; this is what terror- 
ported. be “fronts” of the Communist Par- of nachos and bottles of the na- Maza said maintaining a full. among the least wealthy mem- ism is all about,” Maza said. 


Journalists split over Palace proposal to arm themselves 


From page Al involving journalists since 2001' ^ Egco's ARM is advocating the of Justice Secretary Raul Gonza- onein the world thatincluded ће mation committee. 
‘were work-related. “The suspects right of journalists to bring guns lez ironic when he said he is establishment of a Commission He said arming journalists was 
Finally they (Palace officials) аге those that the victims have for as long as they satisfy legal re- amenable to arming media. за оп Human Rights. not the solution "because this op- 
have come to their senses and written about critically on radio quirements. It is seeking strict virtual admission that the justice Ina statement, Press Secretary tion has long been available to 
have heeded our call to give us a or print,” he said. rules in securing permits and li- system is helpless and inutile to Ignacio Bunye said: “The conjec- journalists and yet has not de- 
fighting chance when confronted He said it was the individual's censes as a deterrent against ille- solve the killings,” he said. tures of Amnesty International terred their killers." 
‘with a violent situation,”, Egeo . judgment call on whether to.seek._ gal firearms in the handsofcrimi- Тһе government should in- are unfair and misplaced. There 
told the Inquire, m ‘security from the police or to get ^ nals. stead “look deeper and pursue із no such thing as climate of im- De Castro 
He added that “mediais/also’ a gun. ‘Arming media persons should the cases,” he said. punity in the Philippines. We up- Місе President Noli de Castro 
responsible to police our ranks” Carta said the killings could al- „not be the end of the govem- “File cases against those who hold the rule of law and criminal also rejected the proposal. 
‘and get rid of “bad eggs” andirre- 'so be partly attributed to the ments efforts to solve the killings аге suspects and masterminds, justice will eventually catch up Arming media men is not and 
sponsible journalists. large number of “loose” firearms оѓ journalists, said Egeo, a de- no matter how high their posi- with killers of whatever bent or will never be the answer to the 
But Jose Torres Jr, spokesper- іп the country. fense reporter of the Manila Stan- tions аге. They shouldsetanex- stripe. spate of killings of journalists,” 
збп of the National Union of Jour- President Macapagal-Arroyo dard Today. ample. We challenge Gonzalez Bunye said the killings were said De Castro, himself a former 
nalists of the Philippines (NUJP), has directed the military and po- — “We see that the government to give teeth to what he is say- being investigated and that sus- broadcast journalist for 20 
said his group believed that апп. lice to "look after and account” | Баз neglected-efforts to solve the ing and investigate and prose- pects had already been pinpoint- years 
ing journalists would only beget for journalists, along with left- “killings. What is needed to help cute the killers of journalists edandwerebeinghunteddown. Не said that no amount of 
more violence. wing activists and politicians, us journalists prevent the killings and not look the other way,” Ў guns could protect mediamen 
“We don’t believe in that. We amid mounting criticisms here is to arrest the perpetrators of Torres said. Culture of violence from determined assassins. “In 
don’t believe arming journalistsis and abroad that her administra- past killings and bring them to Тһе justice secretary does not Reacting sharply to Mala- fact, implementing a measure 
the right answer to the threats to tion was purportedly tolerating ` justice,” he said. “have the faintest understanding cañang’s plan to allow "legiti- to arm media people may be 
our lives. It’s just an invitation to е killings. ^ of press freedom” since it was he mate” members of media tocar- seen as an indictment of the 
more violence,” Torres also told Executive Secretary Eduardo Losingend himself who ordered the National ry firearms to protect them- failure of our law enforcement 
the INQUIRER. Ermita said Ms Arroyo issued the. Torres, online news editor of Bureau of Investigation to con- selves from assassins, Bayan authorities to maintain peace 
‘At least 79 journalists have order during a security cluster GMA 7, noted that some of the duct surveillance on Visayas- Muna Rep. Satur Ocampo was and order.” 
been killed, mostly by unidenti- meeting on Tuesday, which was journalists killed in the past had based journalists when Presiden- quick to describe it as a © The NUJP spokesperson called 
fied gunmen on motorcycles, also attended by Justice Secre- been armed. “Whether we bringa tial Proclamation No. 1017 was “bankrupt idea" as it would per- оп his fellow journalists "to be 
since 1986 when a “people pow- tary Raul Gonzalez, Interior Sec- gun or not, we can still be shot issued, he added. petuate ће “culture of violence” тоге vigilant and aware of their 
er" uprising ousted the Marcos retary Ronaldo Puno, National and killed because any suspect in- x in the country. safety" 
dictatorship and restored press Security Adviser Norberto Gonza- tent on killing a journalist will Amnesty Int'l report. “Adopting a policy of arming “The best defense is the ethical 
freedom in the country, accord- les and top military and police of- succeed. We are still at the losing Ermita ай it маз journalists is an admission of fail- and responsible practice of jour- 
ing to the NUJP More than half ficials. end.” “lamentable” to hear harsh criti- ure of governance,” said Ocam- nalism,” Torres said. 
of the killings have taken place Se He added: “We are not trained cisms from local and internation- ро, who once worked as business "Ме respect the desire of jour- 
during the Arroyo administra. GMA directive to fight and го kill. We are trained al groups, including the Amnesty editor of the Manila Times before nalists to bear arms. They have 
tion. "She has put her foot down. to write and to expose the truth. International (AI) which con- martial law, during a dinner with that opinion as long as they fol- 
‘The latest fatality, broadcaster Her directive is very Thats the job of the police and demned the "climate of impunity Inquirer senior editors and re- low the rules. But we don't be- 
Fernando Batul, was shot and strong—let us stop these themilitary" shielding the perpetrators,” but porters on Tuesday. lieve that's the solution. Journal- 
Killed on Monday in Puerto killings,lookafterthemandac- Torres criticized top govem- the former general and defense “Does the government want a ists are better off being more vigi- 
Princesa City. count for them. She wants ће ment officials for their inabilityto secretary shrugged them off as country with a large group of lant of their safety and conscious 
police and military to hasten solve the killings. nothing new. paranoid and armed journalists of their security rather than to 
Not work-related the investigations in order to “While we agree with Press — Hesaid the government's com- who may end up doing more bringa gun,” hesaid. „With re- 
Director Emmanuel Carta, puttorest the spate of killings,” Secretary Ignacio Bunye when he mitment to human rights was en- harm than good?" asked Cavite . ports from Gil С. Cabacungan 
chief of Task Force Usig, told the Ermita said in a briefing yester- said that the pen is mightier than graved in the Constitution, Rep. Gilbert Remulla, erstwhile Jr, Michael Lim Ubac and Cyn- 
INQUIRER that 31 of the 42 killings day in Malacafiang. the sword, we find the statements which, he noted, was the only chair of the House public infor- thiaD. Balana 


Finally, it's official: FPJ is National Artist, 6 others 


From page Al there were groups lobbying for Nos. 1065 to 1071, which Presi- lence, and of the national ge- Roces had been vocal about cepting the award in behalf of Mr. 
the inclusion of Imao in the final dent Arroyo signed last May 23, nius that contributes to the her opposition to the presidency Fernando Poe Jt. As a wife she 
nouncement of the awardees list. Imao was named among this seven persons were declared as artistic heritage of the Philip. of Ms Arroyo, whom she had ac- will make very a good decision by 
‘who even then included Poe. But year’s winners. National Artists for their pines and the world,” the order cused of stealing the 2004 elec- herself as to how and the manner 
hours later, the Palace withdrew ‘They also said that Poe and ће achievements in their respective said. tion from her husband. by which she will receive it. Let's 
the announcement. others originally would still get fields. Poe, who lost to President Ar- Yesterday, Ermita said itwas up leave it to her, she's a decent per- 
x the award. z toyo in the 2004 presidential to Roces to decide whether to at- $01 " he said. 
Lobbying for Imao Executive Secrétary Eduardo FPJ achievements election, died of an aneurysm іп tend the awarding ceremony. Asked if he preferred that Ro- 
Malacafiang officials later Ermita told reporters that Presi- Proclamation No. 1069 cited December 2004. “(It) depends on the good Ms ces attend the awarding ceremo- 
explained that the process of dent Arroyo finally signed the Ronald Allan Poe, more known as S Susan Roces to respond and ac- ny Ermita said: "We prefer imme- 
selecting this years awardees, proclamation orders declaring FPJ, for his works and achieve- Will widow accept award? ^ knowledge once she receives the diate members of the family and 
as recommended by the Nation- this year’s awardees, ments in the field of Film. Malacañang has to contend copy and invitation for the supporters would be there.” 
al Commission on Culture and Ermita said though he did not *...(T)he works and achieve- with another possible controver- awarding ceremony," Ermita told The National Artist award, cre- 
the Arts, was not complete know when the awards would be ments of the late Ronald Allan sy, whether or not Poe's widow, reporters. ated in 1972, acknowledges Fil- 
When the first announcement conferred on the winners or their К. Poe, a.k.a. Fernando Poe Jr, movie actress Susan Roces, “Iam very sure she will be ina  ipino achievements that have en- 
was made. families. J in the field of Film are reflec. would accept the posthumous good position to make a good de- hanced the country’s cultural her- 
They said this was because Through Proclamation Order tive of this preeminent excel- award for her husband. cision on the propriety of herac- itage. 


US Senate to lift immigration cap on nurses; RP hardest hit 


From page А! tee from both houges would then ed with dismay and outrage, cou- ly hit the Philippines, which sends pine Nurses Association. “But tals had 118,000 vacancies for 
hhaveto decide whether to include pled with doubts that their nurses to the United States atleast sever- what can we do?” registered nurses. 

compensation and has not stirred the provision on njrses. would resist the magnetic pull of al thousand nurses a year, more > The federal government pre- 
serious opposition in Congress. = the United States, which sits at than any other county. 118,000 vacancies dicts the accelerating shortfall of 

The provision, however, is по: RP hardest hit the pinnacle of the global labor "Тһе Filipino people will suffer Тһе nurse proposal has strong nurses in the United States will 
part of the House immigration Public health experts in poor market for nurses. because the US will get all our backing from the American Hos- swell to more than 800,000 by 
Bill. So if the full Congress ap- countries, who were told about Removing the immigrationcap, trained nurses," said George pital Association, which reported 2020. New York Times News Ser- 
proves the legislation, а commit- the proposal in recent days, react- the experts said, would particular- Cordero, president of the Philip- last month that American hospi- vice 
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RP ranks 125th in int'] environmental protection index 


By Blanche S. Rivera. 


THE PHILIPPINES RANKS 125TH 
among 146 countries rated by the 
2005 Yale Environmental Sustain- 
ability Index (ESI), indicating the 
country’s poor ability to ensure 
sustainable development of its 
natural resources, 

‘The Philippines, one of the 17 
megadiverse countries im the 
‘world which together account for 
up to 80 percent of Earth's biodi- 
versity, only ranked higher than 
countries like Haiti, Pakistan, Iran, 
Sudan, Iraq and North Korea. 

Bukidnon Rep. Nereus Acosta 
cited the 2005 ESI during a forum 
on climate change and renewable 
energy yesterday as he urged better 
coordination among government 
agencies to ensure sustainability. 


Mag cites Cebu 
island spa as one 
of world’s best 


By Jerome Aning 


ANISLAND SPA RESORT IN CEBU FEATURING 
local massage “hilot” and seawater therapy has 
been cited as one of the world’s best by leading 
spa magazine in Asia, the Department of 
Tourism said yesterday. 

The Badian Island Resort and Spa placed 
eighth in the Top 10 list of foreign journalist and 
spa expert Marc Tessier of the Hong Kong-based 
AsiaSpa Magazine. Badian shared the distinction 
with well-known spas in French Polynesia, 
Southeast Asia and the Caribbean. 

‘The resort, located on a small island off Badi- 
an town in southwestem Cebu, has a unique fea- 
ture called the "Thalasso," which are spa facili 
ties that are built right into the islets cliffs and 
with cascading seawater falls and pools, 

"Thalasso, which comes from the Greek word 
“thalassa,” meaning "sea," highlights the curative. 
benefits of filtered seawater. 

‘According to the resort's website (wwwbadi- 
anhotelcom), seawater contains a complex 
blend of natural minerals and antibacterial pro- 
perties and submersion in it relaxes the body. 

"While submerged or bathing in seawater the 
guest is rewarded with a picturesque view of Ba- 
dian Bay and the mountains of Cebu. 

The resort also has what it calls Badehaus facili- 
ties which feature spa treatments ranging from the 
Filipino "hilo?" massage to special baths such as 
herbal, guava, “pandan,” "rampe" and Cleopatra, 

DOT Secretary Joseph Ace Durano said well- 
mess tourism is part of the agency's broadening of 
the country's marketability as a destination by 
way of diversifying its tourism product offerings. 

DOT will participate in an international spa 
industry seminar in Mactan, Cebu this Septem- 
ber. Next year, it will host a Wellness Summit in 
Manila, which would be attended by about 
1,000 foreign spa experts and enthusiast. 

“Topping Tessier’ list were La Taha's Private Is- 
land in French Polynesia Society Islands; fol- 
lowed by Soneva Fushi Resort in the Maldives 
and Pangkor Laut Resort in Perak, Malaysia. 

Others cited were Racha in Thailand, Parrot 
Cay in Turks and Caicos Islands in the Carribean, 
Evason Hideaway and Six Senses Spa at Апа 
Mandara in Vietnam, Sentosa Resort and Spa in 
Singapore, and the Grand Wailea Resort Hotel 
and Spa in Hawaii 


THE АНУ 
GOSPEL 


Thursday, May 25, 2006 
6th Week of Easter 
Venerable Bede/Gregory VI/Mary Mag- 
dalene of Pazzi 
Ist Reading: Acts 18:1-8 
Gospel: John 16:16-20 

Jesus said to his disciples, "А litle while 
and you will ee me no more; and then a litle 
while, and you will see me.” 

Some of the disciples wondered, "What 
does he mean by: ^ little while and you will 
not see me, and then a little while and you 
will see me?” And why did he зау: go to the. 
Father?" And they said to one another, "What. 
does he mean by a itle while? We don't un- 
derstand.” 

Jesus knew that they wanted to question 
him; so he said to them, "You are puzzled be- 
cause {told you that in а little while you will 
see me по more, and then a ite while later 
you will see me. 

"Truly, 1 say to you, you will weep and 
mourn while the world rejoices, You will be. 
sorrowful, but your sorrow will urn to joy.” 
Commentary 

Now Paul meets Priscilla and Aquila in 
Corinth (who are tentmakers) and lives with 
them, while he works and preaches on the Sab- 
bath. Then Silas and Timothy join them, but 
Paul is rejected by many of the Jews, so he turns 
to the Gentiles, and the Corinthian Church be- 
gins. 

Jesus is always trying to warn his disciples 
that he will eave them, but also leaves them the 
gift of his Spirit, They will know grief but they 
will also know joy (as Paul does in Acts), Acts 
tells the story of the work of the Spirit in the 
Churches, just as Luke's gospel tells the story of 
the work and life of the Spirit in Jesus. Now, it's 
time for us to tell the story of what the Spirit 
does through us in the world, 
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“Te confirms that we are still 
largely incapacitated when it 
comes to protecting our environ- 
ment, averting hazards, refores- 
ting, etc." Acosta said in an inter- 
view after his presentation. 

The ESI evaluates countries 
based on 21 indicators, including 
natural resources, pollution le- 
vels, and environmental manage- 
ment efforts that characterize 
and influence environmental sus- 
tainability on a national scale. 

Scandinavian countries such as 
Finland, Norway and Sweden 
topped the ESI last year, placing first, 
second and fourth, espectively 

The ESI is done annually by 
the Yale Center for Environmen- 
tal Law and Policy, along with 
invited experts from all over the. 
world. The results are presented 


every year to the World Eco- 
nomic Forum. 

"This is evidence that things are. 
mot transparent, that people are 
not being held accountable," said 
Lorenzo Tan, president of World 
‘Wildlife Fund - Philippines. 

Тал cited the cases of mining ex- 
plorations and logging that are be- 
ing done even in protected areas 
like the Northern Sierra Madre Na- 
tional Park. 

‘Acosta, a former member of 
the panel of experts invited by 
Yale to do the ESI, said the 
Philippines ^ ranking мав 
dragged down by its very low 
performance on social and insti- 
tutional governance. 

Governance, along with envi 
ronmental systems, vulnerability 
to stress and disasters, impacts on 
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human health and global stew- 
ardship were the major criteria 
for the ESI. 

“What really brought us down 
мав governance. We have rich 
biodiversity but we don't get our 
att together, we don’t put our 
money where our mouth is,” 
Acosta said. 

He said the Departments of En- 
vironment and Natural Re- 
sources, Finance, Energy, Trans- 
portation and Communication 
needed to coordinate their initia- 
tives for an ecology-dependent 
economy. 

‘Acosta said the government's 
poor investment in science and 
technology—only 0.2 percent of 
the gross domestic product was 
considered an indicator of insti- 
tutional support. 


The Philippines has only 
around 180 scientists per one 
million people, a fact that the ESI 
also noted, he said. 

Acosta called for an environ- 
mental accounting of the coun- 
try’s natural resources amid the 
government's aggressive promo- 
tion of mining as the economic 


growth propeller. 


He said the development pic- 
ture would not be complete if the. 3 
government considered only the 
revenues and direct benefits of 
mining without a valuation of the 
biodiversity and its other possible 
benefits that would could be lost 
due to extractive activities. 
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MILITANTS AND ACTIVISTS KILLED January 1, 2001 to May 23, 2006 


Bayan Muna - 94: P 3 | 91. Ric Balauag. 06-10-2006 Garet Sur, Echague, Is- 35. Angelito Ma- Katipunan m 09-28-2008 418 Osmena, St. 
Мате De Place of Incident abela bansag Dam: lahlhi- Tondo Manila 
A.Ramon"Bong'Temida 016-2001 80у Map Calapan Gly, | €2 Elena Mendiola 0510-0006 Garet Sur, Eohague,le |, rs MS) 19-20-2008 Mabini, Bohol 
Oriental Mindoro bs -20- labini, Bohol 
йотым 06272001 Руко Pandam, Ligao | 93. Manuel Nardo сеи Верина San Fer- | i Bmwonavanturado HUMAB-AMP 11-20-2003 Mabini, Bohol 
y, Alt nando, Pampanga 
3. Peter Danglwan mo kalinga 94. Jose Doton 05-16-2006 San Nicolas, Pangasinan | 38, Susan Gabriela 42-07-2008 Silo Muladbucad, 
Кшт Neo 0692200) Манда [eet a mnis poa 
ardo'Boy Romero — 06-02. aj Name Date Place of Incident , Sorsogon 
8. Constancio Gadon 06-23-2001 Sie kaha id LE EE pasaras кооз Compost vate, 19. ERR DN аА айдыны E D ышыне 
о Pag-asa 98. Eddie Gumanoy 04-21-2003 Naujan, Mindoro Oriental 
[n ERE. EA po MEC d 4G Morinda lad Cab 08-27-2004 Boy, Da, Sia. Rosa, 
Y 
TiCamenla Abatan 08-23-2001  Talaingod, Davao del Norte | 98, Olimpio Crame 02-22-2004 Son Sohoton, Calapo, Bo- | 41208188080 Албор Bikol (da 11-10-2004 Lacan, Daraga, AF- 
8 Roberto ора 08:24.20)  Talaingod: Davao dei Nora hol Hep je 
9. Мартов Belga ТЮЙ Boy. Malinao, Magdalena, | so, Edwin Mascaritas 04-15-2004 Bongabong, Oriental Min- дату Church Poo- 
joro o's Rospor 
10. Erwin P. Bacarra 08-01-2001 Sitio Malawaan, Mon- , | 100. islas Drummond Man- 04-28-2004 Pachoca, Cala 4 
p [rd = мис d Mar ion, e~ ~ or 42. Myrna Tabata тотор, 11-16-2004 Т, Misamis Oo- 
Mindoro 101: Samuel "Sammy 10-18-2004 Boy. 65, Paseo de Legazpl, 
14. WitredoMananghaya 09-20-2001 Bay- Tartaro, San Miguel, | Banda d E: nali бышар атоодо 11462004 ааа 
TOz.ConcepclonMonsslud 12-04-2004 — Puroki,LowerCalebat, Union Lulli, Талас 
12, Rolando Cabagay 10-06-2001 a ари eng Mansalsy, ‘posting Zamboangadel | ааваа  momborot ULWU, 11-18-2004 Contral Azucarera de 
18, Roger Fernando 10082001 Bay волот, Mansi 103. Charle Monsald 12-04-2004 zu ipm, T ist анта 
п is anga del j T 
14. Felipe Lapa 10-25-2001 s "Sta Lucia, Nagcarlan, on ina, бап: 45. Vicente Olea SUMAPAieader 11-24-2004 Palawa 
aguna 404. Elasar Monsald 12-04-2004  Purok3, Lower Calabat, | 46. Loyioy G: ТЕ 
15. Nicanor Delos Santos 12-08-2001 polo, Rizal EI ааны | erae dedi nal 
^6. Emilio Santilan 0890900 ву De Pler Naulan, Ori- Sur 47. Noei Garcia АМС 02-01-2005 Bray.Seran, Guagua 
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WEATHER FORECAST 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER f: Д 


Ready rain gear, studes told; 
3 typhoons to hit RP in June 


By Alcuin Papa 


RAINY DAYS ARE HERE AGAIN, ACCORD- 
ing to weather officials who warned students 
and parents gearing for the school opening on 
June 5 that 17 typhoons are expected to hit 
thecounrythisyear — " 

‘Three of the typhoons are predicted to hit 
the Philippines in June though they are not ex- 
pected to be as strong nor as destructive as the 
last one, Caloy, which hit the country early this 
month and left 47 people dead and thousands 
more homeless and caused an estimated P40 
million worth of damage to agriculture. 

Nathaniel Cruz, director of the Philippine 
‘Atmospheric Geophysical and Astronomical 
Services Administration, explained that the 
Philippines experiences an average of 20 ty- 
phoons a year. So far, three have already hit 
the country since the start ofthe year. 

* Speaking at the Ciudad Fernandina forum 
yesterday, Cruz said he did not expect the 
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three typhoons that are to hit in June to ad- 
versely affect the opening of classes. But he 
told students and parents to be prepared for 
the rainy season. 

Cruz warned the public against bathing or 
soaking in the first rains after the sum- 
mer—which he calls ‘April showers"—as 
there are pollutants mixed in with the rain. 

“April showers normally contain pollutants 
at this time. So taking a bath in the rain is not 
advisable because it may cause irritation to 
the skin," he said. 

Cruz said a hailstorm like the one that oc- 
curred in Antipolo last Tuesday could happen. 
again anywhere in the country. He said hail- 
storms are caused by thunderstorms, or heavy 
rains with thunder and lighting, which follow 
periods of extremely hot or humid weather. 

Pagasa is working with the Department Ed- 
cation in the “Oplan Balik Eskwela,” a multi- 
agency and sectoral task force, to ensure the 
smooth opening of classes next month. 
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Heavy-duty High Pressure Washer 


FREE DELIVERY within Metro Manila 
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WITH THERABREATH™ 


Free usa ot ные tor 
‘monitoring bod breath 


БА 
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INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


PNOC-Energy Development Corporation (PNOC-EDC) Invites interested 
Eontrocors à apply for gy and to bid for the projet: 
(GENERAL SERVICES CONTRACT FOR 
SOUTHERN NEGROS GEOTHERMAL PRODUCTION FIELD (SNGPF) 
EDC 06-048 
The approved project cost is P 7.777.928 52 to be charged against PNOC-EDC 
ond. The contract duration в Two (2) years. 
Berlcaton loro ligt nd е bete documents may be securedirom the PNOC- 
EDC Сопкасв Adminsiraton Group, Far Bondaco (сю М Р Сайт) string May 15, 
2006 upon payment ol a nonrefundable lee of Pesos: One Thousand (P 1,000.00) 
For ine purpose of cire certain issues. a pro-bid conference wil be held on 
"une 9, 2006, 9:30 p.m. at PNOC-EDC SNGPF Admin Compiex, Tala, Valencia. 
Negros Oneniat Ste nspecton wil low thereafier. 
“Applications for ЕМуЫМу and sealed bids shall be received by the PNOC-EDC 
Contracis Administration Group at PNOC- ED. 1st Flcor Buking 5. Fort Вос, 
Tagua Ciy. Мето Manta, not later than 2:00 p.m. on June 23, 2006 (Contracts 


Administration Group Office Wall Clock Time) and shal be pubiciy opened 
‘rmediaely тегез 

PNOC-EDC reserves the right 1o reject any oral bids or parts hare, о waive any 
отону erem, to accep such bis orto award any par of ne work lo any bidder 
whose bia considered most advantageous to PNOC-EDC. 


СЕЕ ВАС CHAIRMAN 


‘Major Credit Cards Accepted. Deferred Payments Up To 24 Mos. 
mm „ MANILA 1851 М. OROSAST. MALATE. MLA 

ЗНЯВ Tel. Nos.: 5244328 * 5240529 » 5245290 

EZON AVE Tel. 7490581 + 7493709) 


mareo ос ев 
Cooking 2 7 and Decorating Classes 


SYLVIA CÁNCIO- CAMPOS COOKING SCHEDULE 
ig) Tela. 693-75:7,810-71-98 


Саке: Strawberry and Wi 
‘American Apple Ре НА 


May 27, Saturday, 3 to 5:30 pm AUTHENTIC PEKING DUCK: Lear how to 

pronare one of China's great culinary creations right in your own home, Кот the 

Perens en preparation fe guek oe maig o pancakes, HAND ON 
o 


May 30, Tuesday to 12:30 pm ECLAIRS and CREAM PUFFS: Turn 
Pals Choox posts into sweet and savory Зоро: aiso included are Profterces, 
Cream Pulls, Beignet de Jambon, Gougere, Fruit Сой HANDS ON, Р 1500 


essentials 
crusts and 
Medsocake. 
HANDS ON, 


Moy 30, Tuesday, 1 - 5pm MASTERING CHEESECAKES: Lea 
producing perieci cheesecakes both baked and unbaked. dile 
rege. Casse New York Cos 

Orao Cheesecake, Blueberry 

P2000 


STEAKHOUSE CLASSES 

May 31 Wednesday, 8 am fo 12:30 NEW YORK STEAKHOUSE: Leam the 
techniques of cooking the perfec soak: Steak win Cognac Cream Sauce, Griled 
Bock Chop wih Bourbon Mustard Glaze, Creamed Spinach and Trulled Mashed 
Potato HANDS ON, P2200 


May 31, Wednesday, 2- S pm FRENCH STEAKHOUSE: Steak au Ром 
Pots Aurmalie, Cole GAgneau Gril a la Вотаве, Pommes Anne, Oyste 
Manoneto P 2.200 


DAY TWO'S TRIUMPH: 
Engine Responsiveness 


The second day of the Hyundai 
Dares: The Cordillera Challenge 
further proved the durability and, 
plush safety and comfort features 
of all five vehicles participating 
in this groundbreaking dare. The 
Getz, Matrix, Tucson, Accent and 
Starex were observed to have 
more than enough power and 
acceleration to get through 
200kms of the rough and tumble 
driving conditions from Baguio, 
Sagada and Banawe. 


Hyundai Dares: The Cordillera Challenge 
runs from May 23 to 26, 2006. 
Dare to drive your way with the power of Hyundai. 


DAY THREE'S CHALLENGE: 
The fast drive to Pagudpud 


On the third day of its 4-day 
performance drive, Hyundai 
dares to travel the distance 
between Banawe and Pagudpud. 
The Hyundai Dares team rallies 

ast the open roads with the 
intense torque power and 
amazing speed of its CRDi 
line up. Traversing through 
Tuguegarao, all of the vehicles 
easily conquered the slithering 
and long highway to the heavenly 
shores of Pagudpud. No road is 
too tough for the power of 
Hyundai's automotive prowess. 


NOTICE OF 22-HOUR 
WATER SERVICE INTERRUPTION 
IN PARTS OF PASAY AND MANILA 


Maynilad Water Services Inc. has scheduled a 22-hour water 
service interruption in parts of Pasay City and Manila from 
11:30 p.m., Friday, May 26, 2006 to 9:30 p.m., Friday, May 
27, 2006. 

The water service interruption is due to the replacement of 
а 600mm-diameter gate valve along F.B. Harrison comer 
Chingkian, Pasay City. 

"The project is meant to improve the water supply in the area, 
The following areas will have no water during the service 
interruption: 

In Pasay: Along Taft Ave, from Estrada to Libertad and 
lateral streets; along Libertad from Taft Ave. to Roxas Blvd. 
and lateral streets; along Roxas Blvd. from EDSA to Vito 
Cruz and lateral streets; Along F.B. Harrison from Vito Cruz 
to EDSA and lateral streets; area bounded by Taft Ave., Park 
Ave., EDSA and F.B. Harrison; CCP Complex; GSIS and 
Senate Bldg.; World Trade Center; and PNB Bldg. 
In Manila: Along Estrada St. from Del Carmen to Taft Ave, 
and lateral streets; along Vito Cruz from Taft Ave. to Roxas 
Blvd. and lateral streets; Harrison Plaza; Central Bank of 
the Philippines; Dela Salle University; St. Scholastica; Rizal 
Coliseum; and Century Park Hotel. 

їп view of the water service interruption, affected customers 
are advised to store water good for 22 hours. They may check 
with Maynilad Hotline 1626, the nearest branch office, or their 
barangay chairman for the schedule of water rationing in their 
respective areas. 


Maraming salamat po sa inyong pang-unawa. 
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MAYNILAD WATER SERVICES, INC. 


For inquis: Please call cur. 
Hour Houme 


131626 
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While there are 
many water piping 
systems in the 
market, 
Polymutan offers 
the truly ideal 
solution to your 
piping needs. 


Polymutan, which 


is made іп `, 
Germany, gives | 
you a world-class ; 


product. And, 
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virgin plastic so : 


you get cleaner, 
more efficient, 
longer-lasting 
water 
connections. 
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AFP admits: We seized Erap men Jimenez to donate ... 


FrompageAl 


From page Al He dismissed claims that this ‘The charges against the five National Bureau of Investigation. scribers and another P25 million 
was part of the political harass- меге filed by the PNP Criminal In- “They had been looking for to College Assurance Plan sub- 

The military's admission—48 mentagainst Estrada. ‘vestigation and Detection Group. — other routestohithim,"hesaid. scribers so the children-beneficia- 
hours after the men were arrest- Col. Tristan Kison, AFP public “They allegedly hatched the as- Gonzalez has taken to using а ries of the failed plans may enroll 
ed—came after the Commision information chief said the five sassination plot in furtherance of bullet-proof car to: move around. in time for the opening of classes 
Sn Human Rights slammed “a had been in Isafp's custody since rebellion... to paralyze the gov. _ Local Government Secretary next month. 
pattern of impunity” that had their arrest. ernment ... and sow chaos and Ronaldo Puno said the five Estra- К d A 
marked violence against poli But on Tuesday, Kison denied anarchy,” said Senior State Prose- da supporters were “in good con- To give check this morning 
cal militants and the Amnesty n- фе five men were being held Бу cutor Emmanuel Velasco. dition.” Jimenez said he would hand 
ternational deplored continuing the military even as their families ity Leader Aquili- over a check for an initial P10 
human rights abuses inthe coun- went looking for thematthelsafp Son of FP] supporter no Pimentel Jr. and Sen. Jinggoy million this morning to the PPI 
try compound in Camp Aguinaldo. One of those charged, Jim Estrada condemned the secrecy plan holders who are fighting ali- 

Prior to confirming the arrest Isafp guards told them the Cabauatan, is the son of фе de- surrounding the arrestanddeten- bel case at the Makati Regional 
of the five, a military spokesper- missing men were not ‘inside. funct Philippine Constabulary-In- боп of the five and the filing’ of Trial Court. 
son denied that the Intelligence Kison reasoned out that Isafp tegrated National Police's ‘Col. charges against them. He said he would also offer to 
‘Service of the Armed Forces of chief Commodore Leonardo Rolando Cabauatan. е & refund the P340,000 bail bond 
the Philippines (Isafp) was hold- Calderon, did not get the report — The elder Cabauatan was one of Gestapo-like tactics paid by those who were charged 
ing the "missing" men. about the arrest made by Military the retired officers who supported "They should have said so from with libel by the PPI manage- 

"he five—Virgilio Eustaquio, Intelligence Group 15 and the the presidential bid of the late Fer- the very beginning. ‘We should not ment. 
Ruben Dionisio, Jim Lucio Cabau- Philippine National Police's Crim- nando Poe Jr in the 2004 elections. allow this Gestapo-kind of picking Jimenez said he hoped his 
atan, Dennis Ibuna and Police Offi- inal Investigation and Detection _ Prosecutors said the five were up people, Pimentel said. move would start a fund cam. TO THERESCUE of parents 
cer 3 Jose Justo Curameng—were Group until Tuesday night. nabbed while holding a meeting “Тһе families of the буе per- paign to help the plan holders. He allegedly victimized by Pacific 
taken from Eustaquio'shouseinKa-  MIGIS holds office inside the  atEustaquio's house. sons do not even know who expected businessmen, corpora- Plansand College Assurance Plan, 
muning, Quezon City, on Monday  Isafp compound, and military insid- Velasco said that police agents picked up members of their fami- tions and even ordinary people to Mark Jimenez writes a check for 
by plainclothes military and police ers said it would be very unusual for seized from the five an AK-47 as- lies and where they were being contribute their share. P20 million as seed money for the 
intelligence agents, who did дос operations to be conducted without sault rifle, a 9-mm pistol, and. brought. Can you imagine the Не said the money would-be policy holders in his penthouse at ` 
identify themselves. authority from the Isafp chief. subversive documents. anxiety that this caused their placed in a trust fund but the ini- the Essensa, The Fort in Makati 

Eustaquio is chair ofthe Union Kison said the govemmentagents “They were pointed to as assas- families?” he added. tial donation should be used to City: ERNEUSHIMENTO 
ote Messes for Democracy and мете only after Dionisio, whom he sinsbyDelfindeGuzman,"hesaid. Senator Estrada, for his part, рау for the tuition of the poorest 
of rhe MUM), which is asoci- alleged t be ап intelligence officer According to Velasco, Dionisio took the floor again this ime to among the PPI and CAP plan victims in Leyte province, since re- 
ated with Estrada. of the so-called Special Operations was found to have alleged links denounce the filing of rebellion holders. turning to the country. 

a Group ofthe New People’s Аппу with leftist rebels. charges against the five men. 

Gov't always blamed ‘Thefourothershappened tobe “This is part ofa broad alliance of “They never planned to desta- Rare appearance No political color 

Before the military announced with Dionisio at the time “so our the Left and the Right,” Velasco said. — bilize or overthrow this goyern- Jimenez has rarely appeared in Jimenez said his charitable work 
it was holding the five, Ermita operatives thought of bringing Dionisio removed his shirt and ment. This government hasbeen public since returning to the had nothing to do with any plans 
told Malacafiang reporte: them along,” he said. showed alleged marks of torture destabilized by the usurper," he country in December 2005 after fora political comeback. He denied 
“They will always point the blame aras whenheandhisfourcompanions said, stressing that the UMDJ was serving a 27-month sentence in a_he was planning to run for any po- 
against the administration but No basis to link Erap "Were presented to media last a legitimate organization "that US federal prison. sition in 2007 or at any other time. 
estassured thatwearenotdoing "Е ever they are supporters of evening. Seeks to bring about meaningful Не said he had found inner “Му concem is personal. I don't 
i because it would only cause former President Estrada, that is Не said electric shocks were change in our society through le- peace and new purpose after his have any [political] color, agenda, 
destabilization. Why would we incidental" Kison said, adding applied to his genitals and he was gal and peaceful means.” stint in prison. bias but only my desire to help the 
choose those belonging to the op- : the military had no basis to link forced to admit to involvement in: ` Former President Estrada con- The former Manila congress- children fulfill their dreams of hav- 
position, we don't want to do Estradatotheassassination plot. the plot етпей the арр foritsaction. тап and adviser to ousted Presi- ing an education and to become 
that. The government is always He said Dionisio was arrested ‘Velasco denied his claims, ѕау- “The abduction of my five sup- dent Joseph Estrada was convict- better Christians,” he said. 
the natural suspect when these based on information from an al- ing it was normal for accused porters was a criminal actandcan- ed of tax fraud and making illegal Jimenez said he was appalled at 
things happen.” leged ranking communist leaderin people to claim torture. ‘not be tolerated under a society campaign contributions tothe US фе fate of the pre-need subscribers 

"When told that the military Bulacan, Delfin de Guzman, who He said some of the five al- governed by laws. What they did Democratic Party. and at the owners of PPI and CAR 
was about to make an announce- had supposedly confessed to being ready initiated moves to monitor showed their total disregard for The planned donation to the “How can this man, who is a bil- 
ment about the arrest of the part of an NPA hit squad that had the movements of Gonzalez, but our laws and those behind the ab- pre-need victims will be the biggest Вопайте and at his age, sleep know- 
Estrada supporters, Ermita said: killed former rebel leaders Arturo decided against ambushing him duction must be meted [ош] the that Jimenez shall have given to ing that these children who need 
"These are operational matters Tabara and Romulo Kintanar. ‘hear the DOJ because of its prox- appropriate punishment,” he said any one group. He reportedly gave education cannot go to school and 
that you don’t expect the Palace Тһе military presented De imity to the headquarters of the in a statement With reports from P200 million to various charities you used the legal system [to es- 
to have knowledge of.” Guzman to media last Monday. ‘Western Police District and the TJ Burgonio and Nelson Flores) and causes, including the landslide саре responsibility?" Jimenez said. 


signed as Jose Velarde but bank account not mine’ 


From page Al | tion of President Macapagal-Ar- 


D sesso, TT | WHAT WENT BEFORE = 


Dichaves’ whereabouts have 
Eee iui nd и The Jose Velarde account | Clarissa Ocampo testimony been unknown since Estrada's 
eyes and ailing knees, the trial en- | 3 in апа : 
cree ac nal sage tis year with THE'JOSEVELARDE"ACCOUNT cio Со, Ramon Lee Jaime | “WHEN HE SIGNED ‘ose Ve- The loan was supposediyin- 90587 LI 
Wis appearance as defense wir.  issadtobedeposedPresióent Dichaves, Manuel Pangilinan, larde. Ijust couldnt blieve’t. He tended as “additional working Lies 
reds Joseph Estrada's secret account — Mark Jimenez and Antonio Evan- {id not sign his eal name. capita. odere eter. 
The prosecution rested its case With Equitable-PCI Bank. gelista, and a certain Kevin Gar- That statement was part ofthe Ocampo said bank lawyer ML E не ыл 
n 2008 after presenting 76 wi ‘According to bank documents, cla—the biggest check depositor explosive testimony of surprise Manuel Curato, as well as Aprodi- ue е 
‘Savings Account No. 0160- with a P175-million contribution. prosecution witness Clarissa cio Laquian, then Estrada's chief vire ай ductae 
messes and more than 1,500 рер p wesopenedonAug26, During Estrada's impeachment Grey Ocampo, a senior vice presi- of staff, also witnessed the sign- illegal gambling payoffs, tax 
piecgs of evidence: 1999, at the bank’s Pacific Star trial, the House prosecution panel dent of Equitable-PCIBank,on ing. i kickbacks and commissions 
P500-M loan branch in Makati City with anini- claimed that Kevin Garcia was ac- Dec. 22, 2000. inhertestimonyOcampore- — Werelis ii 
tial deposit of P1. The following tually tycoon Lucio Tan. ‘She made the testimony be- counted that the night before she He also denied perjuring him- 
tay, the amount rose to In a February 2002 interview fore the Senate impeachment brought the documents to Estra- self when he submitted his State- 
lawyer Manuel Curato had рв1,000,001 with the deposit of with Pia Hontiveros, which was. court, which was trying then ба at the Palace, she was intro- ment of Assets, Liabilities and Net 
brought an investment manage- two checks. Эгей on the ANC News Channel, President Joseph Estrada for duced to lawyer Fernando Chuaat Worth for 1998. 
ment agreement, signature Whenthe account was closéd Estrada admitted to signing bank bribery, corruption, betrayal ot a party held at the Equitable Government prosecutors had 
Cards, investment guidelines on Nov. 10, 2000, itcontained documents as Jose Velarde, but pubiic trust and culpable violation Building in Макай City. accused Estrada of underreport- 
andza debit credit authority for more than P3.23bilonincash only “as guarantor of Wiliam of the Constitution. She quoted Chua, Estrada's ing his assets. 
himso sign. meae terest (PSS milion),  Gaihaln forthe account of Jaime 1 Ocampo claimed tohavebeena high school classmate and Yen ‘But Estrada said many of the 
“These are the documents they treasury bill proceeds and check ^ Dichaves, who owns the account.” foot away from Estrada inMala- personal lawyer, as telling her ‘companies where he had shares 
brought to Malacafiang for my deposits. The ousted President also said cañang on Feb.4,2000, when he that his client wanted to lend were either already closed be- 
signature. That is true. I did sign ‘The recorded check depositors Jose Velarde was Dichaves', and ‘signed as Jose Velarde on docu- money to a corporation. cause of bankruptcy or failed to 
it ңуошуһ Jaime Dichaves’ plea” are businessmen Dante Tan, Lu-  nothisaas. — PDIResearch | Terr Umea thebankto give Ocampo also testified that Sos om by tie Dis Гаете 
tenia |  sPStosmion órectonalomrto Estradakeptaiddenaccountin President and fled the ques- 
Strada said the purpose of the Wellex Group owned by busi- — Equitable-PCI Bank under the kien 
signing аз Jose Velarde was to fa- Estrada said he was motivated signed were not used because the | мошта Warn Gatch aia. nen rsen eel “| deny all those charges. I nev- 
cilitate a P500-million loan for chiefly by concern about bank eventually disapproved the er enriched myself with commi 
the Wellex Group of Companies Gatchalian’s 3,000 employees loan. the name Jose Velarde be opened, AP quoted Estradaastellingre- sions, kickbacks or any pecuniary 
Diese by Wiliam Gatchalian, who would have lost their jobs Estrada said Dichaves was and that all transactions involv. ропез after the hearing thar benefits... do not own the Jose 
another friend and election sup- without the loan. the mus owner of the Jose Ve. ing the account be coursed Dichaves had been threatened to Velarde account and I did not and 
porter. larde account, as shown by ће through him. prevent him from testifying. never would connive with any 
He said that Gatchalian Dichavesletter latter’s Aug.25,1999,leterto But Special State Prosecutor “They have scared him away; person or persons for any illegal 
niea ш оон a large “Since there were no govem- Romuald Dy Tang, senior vice Dennis Villalgnacio said the thats why he has fled. Here, if purpose or purposes,” he told the 
amount of money from the ment funds involved, lagreed to president of | Equitable-PCI defense had never submitted an you do tot cooperate with them, court. 
bank, and thathe had agreed to sign the documents,” the ousted Bank. original copy of the letter, ac. they will threaten you, or they The tial was adjourned before 
sigri using the alias to act as a President said. nthe letter, Dichaves request- cording to The Associated will abduct you,” he said, appar- noon. It will resume on Wednes- 
guarantor. He also said the documents he ей Tang that an account under Press. ently referring to the administra- бау 


Killings just part of rise and fall of crime, says PNP 


From page At sosaid there was such little confi-tallybased on ts own reports and heresonsbiüyofgovemment" mained weak, and criminal sus. budget debate, Pimentel argued 
ups and downs. dence in authorities to solve hu- оп reports from militant groups “Maybe we can minimize these pects were at risk of ill-treatment that it would be better for a civil- 
‘Tough luck, it snow onthe up- man rights violations and other Bayan Muna and Karapatan. happenings if everybody will join ог torture by the PNP during ex- ian rather than an official with a 
swing. (Full list of victims on crimes that public tolerance for 5 hands to address this problem, tended periods of ‘investigative’ military background, such as Ex- 
Page 6.) Vigilancism had gained ground in Media help needed not only the government," he detention. ecutive Secretary Eduardo Ermi- 
"You know, there is a trend in the country. The country’s unsavory intema- said. ‘The Al mentioned the case ofal- ta, to head such a probe. 
crime. Sometimes it falls, some-  Pagdilao said arise inthecrime tional image as a dangerous place Pagdilao said that going after leged senior communist rebel 
times it goes up ...” Philippine rate did not mean the police had for journalists also suffered a fur- criminals and maintaining peace Eimer Osila who complained he Gonzalez cool 
National Police spokesperson Se- failed in their job. е bloch earlier this week when маз not the job of the police wastortured during interrogation. “I would be more confident in 
nior Supt. Samuel Pagdilao said. radio commentator Femando Barul alone. Citizens must also perform . RES the ability of a purely civilian bu- 
‘When crimes go up, the PNPac- "Nota perfect world’ маз gunned down in Puerto Prince- theircivic duty by helping the po- Pimentel’s choice reaucrat, like the secretary of jus- 
tion is to address "this sudden and anybody, sa—the 79th media fatality since lice, he said. An investigation by the СНА tice, who in his younger days was 
temporary rise," Pagdilao said. and 1 hope people will not also democracy was restored in 1986. А revealed marks оп Озйаз body known for his firm advocacy of 
‘ftisa really a fluctuating thing blame the police, because crime Director Isidro Lapena, chief of l-strike formula consistent with torture, Alsaid. human rights. 1 don’t know about 
that follows the sine curve,” he g is a shared responsibili- the PNP directorial staff, asked Не said the police were study- “Intimidation, aggravated by a now,” he added, eliciting chuck- 
said, referring to the graph on ty E media groups to sit down with ing the possiblity of adopting the lack of effective witness protection les from the audience. 
cyclical behavior. the police to discuss measures to so-called “one-strike policy to programs, undermined the ability ^ Gonzalez turned down such an 
"he unchecked killings of mili- task force after another had not minimize the killings. Stop the killings in the same man- of victims of human rights abusesto idea, saying that Ermita headed 
tants have alarmed human rights stopped the killings, Pagdilao The police will also discuss the ner it was being implemented to gain redress, especially when they the Cabinet security cluster 
groups, including the Lon- said that was the "dynamics of killings with the Commission on stop “jueteng” or illegal gambling were members of poor or marginal- which had jurisdiction over such 
don-based Amnesty Internation- the system.” Human Rights, Lapena said. ‘operations. ized communities,” it added. matter. 
al, which said manyvietimsofhu- "Ме are not in (a) perfect Qi. ano ciyj ‘This would mean thatatownor Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye Gonzalez also said critics of the. 
man rights abuses and even com- world. Even in the US, in most ad- Citizens’ civic duty city police chief would be immedi- called the Al report “unfair.” administration should not be too 
man rights abuses Tonny failed vanced countries, there is rise _Askedaboutthestementfroma ately relieved ofhis command ifan Senate Minority Leader Aqui hasy in blaming the killings on 
to get redress because of intimi- and fall of crime," he said. CHR official that, no matter who activist, journalist or local execu- no Pimentel Jr. proposed that Jus- е military. 
dation from people in authority At least 220 political activists was doing the killing, it was the tive was assassinated in his area. tice Secretary Raul Gonzalez “I will not make a prejudgment 
dation Бот Pines protection have been killed since President яне job to protect people’ lives In its report, the AI said that hend the body that would lookin- because these are all stories,” he 
system. Macapagal-Arroyo took office im and secure their homes, Lapena "implementation of a fair trial tothe killings of activists, said. With a report from TJ Bur- 
In its $6 world report, Alal- 2001, according to an Ingumer said: "Giving protection to citizens Б and custodial , safeguards re- During ‘the*Segate's*national gonio ^ 
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Bohol grade 
school kids 
get AIDS 
education 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


А GROWING NUMBER OF ELEMENTARY 
pupils in Bohol are getting acquainted with 
Paulo, a bubbly kid whose father, a seaman, is 
afflicted with AIDS. 

His story is the central theme of “Ang 
Bangkang Papel ni Paulo” (Paulo's Paper Boat), 
а 23-page storybook that’s becoming a favorite 
reading companion in some of the province's pri- 
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need 


GENTLE WHALE SHARIC 
RIDDLED WITH BULLETS 
Legazpi City—A four-meter whale shark 
weighing a ton known locally as 
“butanding” was found dead by 
fishermen at Barangay Borocborocan in 
Monreal town, Masbate at about 4 a.m. 
on Tuesday. 

‘The whale shark had 14 bullet wounds in 
Фе head from a 9mm rifle and a hack 
‘wound (see insert), according to Monreal 
police, Fisherman Artemio Dejucos said he 
жаз about to go home after fishing when his 
boat accidentally bumped into the 
creature, which, he said, weighed Боша 
ton. Donsol tourism officer Ofelia Cadag. 
said the butanding would be brought back 
to Donsol in Sorsogon and would be 
preserved to remind the public that the 
gentle creatures such as the whale shark 
should not be killed but instead protected, 

The Butanding Interaction Officers 


condemned the killing of the whale 
shark, saying their income would 


decrease because of such killing. 
Асма RUC POLSOUTHERNLEZONBUIEAS - 


vate and public elementary schools. 5 у 

The AIDS Society of the Philippines has be- ues 
gun integrating the book into the local school s 
System to help educate children on the dis- 
ease, especially how to deal with people af- 
flicted by itin a compassionate way. zi 

But Dr. Carlos Calica, the society's presi 
dent, says implementing institutionalized sex 
education apparently remains a "gray area" 
despite RA 8504 or the AIDS Law. 

“There's still much to be done to really edu- 
cate the public,” he told reporters after a press 
Conference announcing the International 
AIDS Candlelight Memorial at the Marikina 
Riverbank on May 26. 

Tn Bohol, he said, his group's storytelling 
program was slowly receiving "good accep- 
tance" in around 10 public and private ele- 
mentary schools. 

"There youll see a reversal of roles: chil- 
dren who've been introduced to AIDS 
through storytelling are sharing the story 
with their parents and, in the process, educat- 
ing them,” he said 

As of last year, there were 11,168 Filipinos 
with НІМ according to Aurora Corpus, pro- 
gram manager of the National HIV Sentinel 
Surveillance System. 

Of this number, 1,171 were “men having 
sex with men,” 1,136 male clients of sex 
workers, 349 injectable drug users, and 286 
female sex workers, she said 

"The problem with AIDS education can be 
seen in the relative unpopularity of condoms 
among high-risk groups such as female sex 
workers and homosexuals. 

Among female sex workers and men hav- 
ing sex with men, only 57 percent and 41 per- 
cent, respectively, were using the contracep- 
tive, Corpus said. 

Сайса said these high-risk groups re- 
mained affected by “myths and misconcep- 
tions" surrounding the use of condoms. He 
was referring to complaints that condoms di- 
minish sexual pleasure or break easly 

"They still don't think that once they use 
condoms, they will be protected," she said. 

With Kris Bayos 


Bill filed seeking 
ban on mercury 
in all RP schools 


By Philip C. Tubeza 


“Nagpapasalamat po ako sa Shell а! tinulungan kami "Т. 
na magkaroon ng bahay. Inakay po kami sa 


pananampalataya at sa pagmamagandang loob sa 


There are lives we touch 
to help build someone’s dream. 


kapwa. Towing gabi po, ako ay nagdarasal sa Diyos: 
na bahala na ро siya sa amin. Коза na pong 


dumadating ang grasya.” 


| Aling Beatriz 
j Proud Homeowner 
^ | Shell Gawad Kalinga Village 


SMARTING FROM THE MERCURY SPILL THAT 
downed 11 students in his district last February, 
Parafaque Rep. Eduardo Zialcita yesterday filed 
a bill proposing a total ban on mercury in public. 
and private schools. 

This developed as experts from the US En- 
vironmental Protection Agency arrived last 
week, with the help of industrialist Lucio Tan, 
to "clean up" the mercury spill at the St. An- 
drew's School in Parafiaque before the new 
school year starts next month. 

Zialcita filed the proposed "Safe Schools 
Mercury Reduction Act of 2006" which would 
prohibit the use, purchase and storage of mer- 
сшу substance and mercury instruments in 
all private and publie schools and institutions 
in the country, including thermometers. 

“Another unfortunate incident may happen 
in the future if no legislation is carried out to 
ban the use of this substance in all schools. 
This legislation is an important step to protect 
our children’s health from ће dangers of mer- 
cury pollution and contamination in schools," 
Zialcita said in a statement. 

The proposed bill would ban also from edu- 
cational institutions "any instrument which 
contains mercury including, but not limited 
to, thermometers, barometers, sphygmo- 
manometers and manometers.” 

Zialcita noted that environmental experts 
consider mercury as an extremely toxic sub- 
stance that can harm human health and 
wildlife "even at very low levels." 

Eleven high school students from St. Andrews. 
were hospitalized after mercury was accidentally 
spilled in the school's science laboratory on Feb. 16. 

Last week, a team of scientists and experts 
from the USEPA arrived in Parafiaque to assist in 
the mercury cleanup. The US experts will assist 
inthe validation of mercury substance and vapor. 
‘The cleanup was done free of charge by Royal 
Haskoning, а group of Dutch expens from 
Netherlands and Philips’ contractor Giobeare. 

Businessman Lucio Tan, a known civic sup- 
porter in community service, and Zialcita pro- 
vided the airfare and hotel accommodations of 
the American experts through Philippine Air- 
lines and Century Park Sheraton respectively. 

Paraüaque City Mayor Jun Bernabe has 
purchased the Lumex machine which will be. 
used in the long term monitoring mercury 
levels in the school's premises 


Aling Beatriz. Just one of the many lives we've touched to help make our world a better 
place to live. Through our “Molazakit” programs, we volunteer our time to help build homes and 
make dreams happen for people like Aling Beatriz. The Shell Gawad Kalinga Village in Barangay 
Libjo, Batangas City with its “rainbow houses", now stands as а ray of hope for the homeless and 
the needy. It is our way of helping our country and Gawad Kalinga achieve the goal of building " 
700,000 homes in 7,000 communities in 7 years. 
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Have gun, will cover? 
NABLE TO STEM THE TIDE OF MURDERS OF 
| media people, the Arroyo administration is now 
suggesting that journalists do the job themselves. 
Justice Secretary Raul Gonzalez said the government 
"would allow legitimate journalists to carry firearms if 
they wanted to do so. He said administration officials аг- 
rived at this solution during a meeting in Malacafiang 
where the issue of media murders was 
EDITORIAL discussed. The reason, he said, was 
that "you cannot watch every criminal 

atevery corner." 

Gonzalez made this disclosure the day after motorcyle- 
riding assassins shot to death Fernando Batul, a radio 
commentator in Puerto Princesa City on Monday morn- 
ing as he was driving to work. He was hit 12 times in vari- 
ous parts of his body. Batul, a former city vice mayor, had 
been receiving death threats on account of his hard-hit- 
ting commentaries on local politics, his relatives saic 

Batul's death brought to 79 the number of journalists 
killed since the Marcos dictatorship was dismantled in 
1986, according to the National Union of Journalists of 
the Philippines. He was also the 42nd journalist killed 
since 2000, when President Macapagal-Arroyo first took 
office, and the 10th this year. 

Various local and international media organizations 
have condemned the killings and demanded that govern- 
ment take strong measures to bring the perpetrators to 
justice and to protect Filipino journalists. The Paris-based 
Reporters Sans Frontières has categorized the Philippines 
as the second most dangerous country for journalists next 
only to Iraq. 

But even this doesn't capture the whole story, since the 
rankings are apparently based on the body count. Many 
of the victims in Iraq were part of the "collateral damage" 
of the war there. Here, each and every victim was specifi- 
cally targeted for execution. And this, to us, makes the 
Philippines a more inhospitable place for journalists. 

Administration officials, however, have always pointed 
out that many of the Filipino journalists killed had also 
engaged in other trades or professions, implying that 
there were reasons for their deaths other than their news 
reports or commentaries. "There are media men killed in 
drinking sprees or because of a woman,” Gonzalez said. 

True. But maybe Gonzalez can say exactly how many 
among the 79 journalists were killed for reasons than the 
practice of their profession? A dozen? A third of the total? 
Even if only a handful have been killed on account of their 
stories or opinions, that number is still too many for a 
country that claims to be a democracy and professes to re- 
spect and guarantee freedom of the press. And before 
Gonzalez forgets, every one of these journalists— 
whether legitimate or hao Мао, as he calls them—ended 
up dead. 

But then safeguarding our freedoms is obviously not an 
administration priority. In fact, as its moves during the 
‘uneasy days of February showed, it would prefer to cur- 
tail such freedoms, especially when it feels that its sur- 
vival is threatened. No wonder, most of these cases have 
remained unsolved to this day, and now it wants journal- 
ists to carry the burden of protecting themselves. 

Gonzalez said that instead of blaming the government, 
those in media should just say what they want it to do. 
"Do they want to get bodyguards?” he demanded. “Do 

“they want to carry firearms?” 

‘The administration wants journalists to get guns for 
their own protection? What about other groups who feel 
threatened, will the government let them arm them- 
selves, too? Where will the arms race end—when every- 
one is six feet under? 

What media people want from the government is noth- 
ing more than what every citizen is entitled to: protection 
of their right to life, liberty, property and the free pursuit 
of their profession—and swift redress when they are de- 
prived of any of these. The last time we looked, these 
were the most basic responsibilities of government and, 
indeed, its reason for being. If henceforth each man must 
look out for himself, as the administration proposes, what 
is there left for government to do? 

‘Telling journalists to protect themselves amid the spate 
of media murders is a clear admission of failure and help- 
lessness on the part of government. Those in media have 
even more reason to be afraid. 
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THE HOTTEST "BIO-DIVERSITY HOTSPOT” 
in the country could well be a pinpoint, 30 me- 
ters by 30 meters, alongside one of Cebus 
more picturesque waterfalls 

“In this needle spot in Kawasan Nature Park, 
five threatened species of the highest diversity 
value, were bunched up—only on one of the 
rivers bank,” observes University of San Carlos’ 
Franz Seidenschwarz. "The magic of it all is this 
‘unique pinpoint looks similar to other stretches 
along the river. Nothing seems special. And yet, 
itis the hottest bio-diversity hotspot on Cebu is- 
land, perhaps in the entire Philippines." 

In Kawasan, Dr. Ernest Krach, for example, 
found a very rare algae: batrachospermum. No 
other Philippine town has it. Japan is the only 
other place in the world where it grows—in 
Miyako's Nu-gusuku-ga springs. 

Kawasan at Matutinao, Badian, is 120 kilo- 
meters south of Cebu City. Matud nila tin-aw 
means "they say its very clear"—a reference to 
the water’ sparkling purity. 

The valley is one of a denuded province's last 
habitats. It holds rare birds, including bee- 
eaters, hornbills, kingfishers. At least 10 pairs of 
the endangered black shama (copsycus cebuen- 
sis) were seen. “This thrushbird is found only in 
Cebu, nowhere else," USC studies show. Highly 
endangered trees, like ipil (instia bijuga) and tu- 
gas (vitex parviflora) among others, flourish. 

Butin 1989, a mint hydropower plant threat- 
ened to wreck фе falls and valley's tropical 
ravine forest. And few paid attention when 
then-power firm manager Fr. Francisco Silva 
and engineer Lutz Scholz of Germany's aid 
agency GTZ decisively redrew the plans. 

‘Their revised plans conserved the falls by 
staggered operating hours. It integrated a na- 
‘ture park component. The park dammed up in- 
trusion into the valley's vegetation. Guidelines 
for construction were drawn to protect wildlife. 

What emerged, when the turbines first 
turned, on May 31, 1990, was an eco-friendly 
hydropower plant. It serves tourists. Its con- 
served bio-diversity trove draws scientists from 


Hottest ‘pinpoint’ 


Silliman and other univers 1 

"Bio-diversity" refers to the full abundance of 
plant, animal and microbial life and ecosystems 
‘where these species interlock. Their unique 
genes are building blocks of life. High-yielding 
Tice, for example, is spliced from different 
genes. So are hybrid livestock. Medicine against 
AIDS or cancer comes from plants. 

Oxford University’s Norman Myers led scien- 
tists, in the early 1980s, in warning against the 
spiraling loss of plant and animal species. When 
species go extinct, so do their unique genes. It 
forecloses options for the future 

Myers also helped identify a series of 
"hotspots" worldwide. Among the five "hottest. 
of the hotspots" pinpointed was the Philippines. 

There is also the "accident" of history. The 
Philippines, Taiwan, Borneo and Sulawesi are 
separated by deep-sea trenches. Over millions 
of years, these trenches have resulted in a very 
high degree of endemism, ie. many species oc 
cur only in this region. 

Of the almost 400 species of birds in the 
Philippines, 44 percent are endemic, For mam- 
mals, its 64 percent, and 70 percent for reptiles. 
Thus, more than half of the country's bio-diver- 
sity is found nowhere else in the world. 

Fourteen years after the Kawasan hydro- 
plant-cum-nature-park started, the San Carlos 
Botany Research Group resurveyed the area. 
‘Among its conclusions were: 

There's been substantial re-growth of trees, 
mostly indigenous species, along Kawasan Ri 
er. The initial rapid conversion of riverside vege- 
tation into cottage areas is now balanced. 

“Valley inhabitants generate substantial in- 


come from tourism. The power company is fol- 
lowing agreements to maintain natural water 
flow to preserve the waterfalls.” 

‘The nature park approach “assured the sur- 
vival of species that were not even known at the 
onset of the projec... Several very rare endemic 
species were discovered in the following years." 

Three damselfly species, all endemic to Cebu, 
were discovered in August 1999 and February 
2001. The three are now scientifically cata- 
logued, the latest being the Kawasan mosquito 
hawk (protostica plicata). The Kawasan paper 
kite butterfly was named after the renowned 
Cebu-lepidopterist, Julian Jumalon. 

“The new findings were surprising,” the re- 
port notes, "It was thought that all species of 
forest dwelling damselflies would have already 
been extinct in Cebu because of the massive loss 
of forest cover. 

"These species are very endangered. Without. 
the nature park concept, they would have van- 
ished without even being discovered." 

‘And that's precisely what happened 50 km 
up the road, at the Mantayupan Falls in Barili. 
There, a mini-hydropower plant was built with 
litle regard for ће falls and the surroundings. 
"Go, live in Africa, then Cebu Gov. Pablo Garcia. 
taunted green groups. 

"Today his daughter, Gov Gwen Garcia, is revisit- 
inga project that has wrecked the falls and the sur- 
roundings.Itis one of those lite ironies of history. 

But it will be too lare for some species. “We 
may never know what we lost," Seidenschwarz 
observes. 

At San Carlos University, he is finalizing a 
book on the issue. To come off the press later 
this year is "The Rare and the Vanishing: Cebu's 
Special Plants and Animals." The book will doc- 
ument the threatened plant and animal species 
of an island that markedly differs from those of 
its neighbors. 

"There is no mechanism that can recall them 
from extinction," Seidenschwarz says. 
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When are we going to get angry at this? 


NORBERTO GONZALES SAYS IT'S NOT GOV- 
ernment assets that are assassinating the left- 
ists it’s the leftists themselves. As proof ofthat, 
he says, mass graves have been unearthed i 
San Fernando, Bukidnon, containing the skele- 
tal remains of people believed to have been 
communists executed by their comrades in 
purges. His conclusion on the ongoing whole- 
sale murder of Bayan Muna members: Don't 
lookatus, look at them, 

What an idiotic thing to say. No, what an idi- 
ойс and vicious thing to say. It not only con- 
dones murderous injury, it adds malignant in- 
sult to it. It adds whole new dimensions to 
Newspeak, the official language of the current 
fake government, the two Gonzalezes, Norber- 
to and Raul, being its foremost practitioners 
No, being its foremost incarnations, Norberto 
being the national security adviser and Raul 
being the justice secretary. Can any Filipino ev- 
er feel secure and happy having Norberto to se- 
cure his security and Raul to give him Justice? 
Indeed, this explanation about the slaughter 
coming from a national security adviser who 
could not explain how he managed to compro- 
mise the country's security by getting into a 
deal with Venable to lobby the US Congress to 
fund Charter change adds whole new dimen- 
sions to lying. 

know about the “killing fields." I know that 
їп the 1970s and 1980s, the communist move- 
ment, in fits of paranola, tried to purge its 
ranks of suspected spies and massacred scores 
ofits comrades in the process. Many of the vic- 
tims turned out to be innocent, but the carnage 
spread because, under unbearable torture, 
they pointed to just about anyone they could 
point to in hopes of escaping their fate. They 
succeeded only in bringing other innocent 
‘comrades to share it. 1 know about the "killing 
fields” because after learning about it in the 
early 1990s, I railed against it and supported 
the efforts of the victims, many of whom have 
banded together to seek redress, to bring its 
perpetrators to justice. 

‘The last—and worst—of the “killing fields” 
took place in 1988, after which the communist 


THERE’S 
THE RUB 
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movement was wracked by dissension and de- 
sertion. I personally think that movement suf- 
fered its greatest loss in fortune from the 
"killing fields" rather than anything else. It 
wasn't the fall of the Berlin Wall and the col 
lapse of the Soviet Union that laid it low, 
though those things pulled out the ideological 
rug out from under it, dimming its capacity to 
be a spark of inspiration to idealistic youth, it 
was the “killing fields" that did. It made a lot of 
people, above all comrades themselves, won- 
der what kind of world they were building 

T agree: The authors of that crime ought to 
be brought to justice. But for the same reason, | 
demand, as all of us should, thar the authors of 
the ongoing crime, which is the slaughter of 
leftists and journalists—the latter camp pro- 
ducing its 79th victim only the other day in ra- 
dio commentator Fernando Barul—now hap- 
pening with mind-boggling impunity, must be 
brought to justice. 

applaud the Commission on Human Rights 
in this respect for demanding so, saying the 
government must be held accountable for 
these deaths, whether or not policemen and 
soldiers were responsible for them. The gov. 
‘ernment has the duty to protect the rights of 
the citizens, chief of those rights being the citi- 
zens’ right to continue breathing. And as it is, 
there is every reason to suppose policemen and 
soldiers are responsible for them. "The pattern. 
of complaints that has come to us points to the 
‘Armed Forces and PNP as suspects,” says CHR 
Chair Purificacion Quisumbing, Thank God 
that, like the Supreme Court, the CHR has re- 
discovered its true calling, seeing truth amid 
the tangle of lies, seeing light amid the dark- 
pess that has fallen on this country. — , 


But none of that will matter unless it finds a 
loud echo in public opinion. Laws are only as 
good as there is public zeal to enforce them; 
the rights to life, liberty and happiness are only 
as good as there is public will to demand to 
have them. 

Which brings me to ask: When are we going 
to get angry at this? When are we going to 
rouse from our stupor to smell the stench of 
death and cry out to heaven, "Stop this foul- 
nessi"? 1 know that people who wreak may- 
hem upón their comrades as a result of differ- 
ences in beliefs cannot be the most sympathet- 
ic creatures on earth, 1 know that people who 
do not particularly show a deep-seated respect 
for the sacredness of human life cannot be the 
most respectable creatures on earth. But you 
do not have to like them to be alarmed by the 
iniquity that is the wholesale murder of them. 
You do not have to like them to protest the ob- 
scenity that is the systematic obliteration of 
them, 

‘That is so for the most elemental of reasons. 
‘That is, that in the end ће iniquity is not just 
being done to them, it is it being done to us. 
‘The obscenity is not just being wrought upon. 
them, it is being wrought upon us, The victim 
of this crime isn’t just Bayan Muna, itis Inang 
Bayan. 

‘This is а case where John Donne's words, 
"Ask not for whom the bell tolls, it tolls for 
thee," can be taken literally. The day we keep 
silent in the face of this evil is the day we dig a 
hole for democracy. The day we turn away 
from the spectacle of this evil is the day we 
roll out the welcome mat for tyranny. The day 
we agree to people being murdered wantonly 
in the belief that “they are not us and it will 
never happen to us" is the day we make cer- 
tain that it will happen to us, All it takes for 
the Nazis to annihilate the world was to agree 
that they annihilate the Jews. Or as we chant- 
ed like a mantra during Marcos’ time, all it 
takes for evil to triumph is for good men to do 
nothing. 

The madness has gone on long enough. 
When are we going to get angry atit? 
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TM NOT ENTIRELY UNSYMPATHETIC TO THE 
iden of PCGG Commissioner Ricardo Abcede to 
strike a compromise with the Marcoses on the re- 
‘covery of their hidden wealth. 1 find it quite un- 
fair to put on the PCGG the entire onus of blame. 
for the governments fallure to recover this 
wealth fully, when there are other factors that 
caused the delay. There's our judicial system: 
judges and Justices might have been bought or 

inve succumbed to the machinations of Imelda 
Marcos smart lawyers to delay the cases for three 
decades. There are the corrupt personnel of the 
PCGG who are sald to have sold documents 
stolen from the (ез, And there's the wishy-washy 
policy of various administrations. 

But where Abcede is to be faulted is his lack of 
delicadeza In inviting to his birthday party the 
central figure in the РСО battle to recover the 
Marcos wealth, Perhaps Imelda Marcos just 
dropped by casually, as she has been reputed to 
do їп the past. If that were the case, Abctde 
should have sent her away, explaining the deli- 
cateness of his situation. It was poor taste at the 
Very least, and perhaps even immoral at worst. 


With so many distinguished African leaders 
blowing into town, I found myself running to 
the world map. Recently Speaker Jose de Vene- 
cia hosted a dinner for Equatorial Guinea Pres- 
ident Obiang Nguema Mbasogo, where the lat- 
ter was decorated with the Congressional 
Medal of Achievement. That occasion enabled 
meto learn how Obiang, a professional soldier 
Who took over in 1979 fom a dictator relative, 
developed close ties with RP One reason is our 
‘common Hispanic colonial past, though RP 
‘was under Spain for 200 years more. Interest- 
ingly, Guineans speak Spanish as an offici 
language, whereas the language has been vir- 
tually obliterated here. Then, too, Guinea is 
host to 3,000 Pinoy contract workers most of 
whom are employed by the giant American 
construction and engineering company, Bech- 
tel, the major contractor for its liquefied natu- 
ral gas project. Other Pinoys work for the 
Philippine Bank of Commerce which provides 
technical assistance to Guinea's National 
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Bank, But the country holds many more oppor- 
tunities for bilateral cooperation In the field of 
energy tourism, telecommunieations, agricul- 
ture and fisheries. It's No. 3 in oll production 
in Africa, next to Nigeria and Angola, and its 
human resources are still undeveloped. JDV 
was happy that President Oblang a opening 
up oil and gas exploration to RP companies. 
While flying the visitor to Pangasinan, he also 
pushed for 25 varieties of fish that could be 
made available to the African country. 

1 also learned that the country Supported 
RP's bid for a non-permanent seat in the UN's 
Security Council, which GMA chaired at the 
60th anniversary of the UN last September. At 
the dinner, У cited this cooperation as remi- 
miscent of the historic “Bandung Spirit” of 
Afro-Aslan partnership in the 1950s. 

I wrote earlier that a high point of the 31st Un- 
esco-International Theater Institute World Confer- 
ence is the interaction of heavenly voices from our 
Loboc Choir from Bohol and Mexico's famed Chi- 
malli Choir. We had a sampling during the Presi- 
dents dinner for the delegates, led by Unesco Di- 
rector General Koichiro Matsuura. Though they 
had only one rehearsal, the Mexican angels suc- 
ceeded in memorizing a Filipino song and, in turn, 
the Pinoy kids sang "Mil Amores” with them, Afer 
СМА led the guests out of Heroes’ Hall, some of us 
lingered on and we were amply rewarded with an 
impromptu concert by the two choirs. The Mexi- 
can kids were poised and polished; one young girl 
‘even got Foreign Secretary Bert Romulo to dance a 
few steps with her. Our Loboc kids, by contrast, 
seemed very shy. 

Thanks to Cecile Alvarez, the World Congress 


is past the halfway mark and going well despite 
some kinks, The delegates have been quite taken 
by the beauty of our country and the friendliness 
ofour people. have ben feasting on the cultural 
fare offered every evening by drama groups from 
Various countries, Iwas particularly impressed by 
the soliloquy in English by beautiful Lithuanian 
actress Birute Mar, based on a contemporary 
Arab play called "Last Night," about a young giri 
‘whose love for her fiancé is being stified by a 
domineering father. The brief drama lays bare 
problems of women's emancipation, freedom 
and democracy. Catch Birute again this Sunday at 
10 a.m. at the CCP as she plays Sophocles’ tragic 
character, Antigone, 

Manila Mayor Lito Atienza has come under 
attack from some quarters for the city govern- 
ment's dcelsion to ban the controversial "The 
Da Vinci Code" in all theaters. He called me up 
to stress that the decision was not his alone but 
a unanimous resolution of the entire City Coun- 
cil. He said that as mayor, he has the duty to de- 
fend the religious beliefs and practices of every- 
one, and the movie trivializes the beliefs of 
Christians and Gatholies when it portrays 
Christ as having carnal relations with Mary 
Magdalene and claims He never rose from the 
dead. Atienza said he would fight for the Mus- 
lim population as well if a movie or book would 
assail their religious beliefs, too. I see his point. 

Retrouvaille Philippines, the worldwide min- 
sry dedicated to helping troubled mariages, 
‘once again offers its weekend healing program 
from Friday evening, June 2, to Sunday after- 
noon, June 4, at the Mother of Mercy Spiritual 
Center along SVD Road, Tagaytay City. Retrou- 
vaille has helped many married couples rebuild 
failing or even antagonistic relationships, and 
has even brought together separated couples or 
those who have stopped communicating. For par- 
ticulars about this Retrouvaille weekend, call Fr. 
Dave Clay at 0918-9020511 and 523-3361 and 
525-0308, or Ding and Belen at 0916-573-0097 
ог 776-4413, or Nes and Inday at 0916-4438346 
or 938-9719, All calis are treated as confidential. 


Culion: The nuns’ story (2) 


THIS MONTH AND YEAR, CULION ISLAND IN 
Palawan marks its 100th anniversary as a place 
"where lepers of yore were shipped and confined 
for most of their lives. 

Culion, once the biggest leper colony in the 
world, is a leper colony no more. It is now a thriv- 
ing island municipality. The new generation no 
longer bears the marks of the dreaded disease 
that medical science has finally licked. The scars 
are still there, but the place and its people have. 
ong begun the journey toward healing. 

Twas one of those who helped write the hand- 
some coffee-table book "Culion Island: A Leper 
Colonys 100-Year Journey Toward Healing.” 
Here is the continuation of the excerpts from 
“The Nuns’ Story" one of the pieces that | wrote. 

Newly arrived nuns reacted with the same fear. 
Sr. Maria Luisa Montenegro remembered her first 
day in 1940: 

"My first day was a scary one. There was a pa- 
tient whose earlobes were so long they touched his 
shoulders. He had no nose, only two holes on his 
face, and no fingers, only the palms of his hands. 
‘The other patients were in different stages of de- 
formity. In spite of their handicap, they managed 
to feed themselves with the help of the nursing 
aide who tied the spoon to their fingerless palms.” 

As soon as the children were of school age, they 
were given back to their parents whose homes 
‘were within the confines of the leprosarium. Hav- 
ing been used to the antiseptic surroundings in the 
nursery, many children had adjustment problems 
in their parents’ homes. Those whose parents were 
{incapable of caring for them were placed at the 
Santa Teresita Dormitory. In 1936, through the ef- 
forts of Fr. Hugh McNutty, SJ, the Culion Catholic 
School was founded so the children could study. 

‘When World War П broke out in December 
1941, 22 sisters were working in Culion. Dr. 
Casimiro B. Lara, its director, was in Manila for a 
meeting at that time. Invading Japanese soldiers. 
waylaid the food supplies at sea. Because the san- 
itarium could no longer support all the sisters, the. 
acting director, Dr. Jose Nolasco, asked Sr. 


I MET FERNANDO “DONG” BATUL ONLY ONCE, 
and briefly. I was in Puerto Princesa City to speak 
at a forum. He was there. He invited me and an 
‘economist, who was with our group, to be guests 
on his radio show. We went; we were inter- 
viewed; the whole thing lasted about an hour. We 
discussed why we were at the forum (to talk 
about the national situation with members of var- 
ious NGOs), moving on to other concerns, such as 
the implications of opening up Palawan to mining 
operations. 

As all AM radio programs tend to be, Batul's 
show was blunt with his and his listeners’ opin- 
ions. He was, however, generally a pleasant per- 
son, fairly tall and self-assured, with a media 
man-turned-politician's fluency and penchant for 
the pungent phrase. He told me (as most politi- 
cians do) that what he was doing was a hassle, 
but that it had to be done, after all, he was an or- 
dinary person and wanted to stand up for ordi- 
nary folk. I've met and listened to many people 
like him. Рме also taken part in quite a few shows 
Ike his; ve als listened 10 the gve-and-cake and 
the banter between young leaders like himself 
and the public in those shows. 

He was proud of the fact that he'd been elected 
vice mayor of Puerto Princesa Ску in 2004, 
though kicked out of office following an election 
protest, It was obvious that he considered his op- 
ponent as the evil one, and himself as the ag- 
grieved party. Equally obvious, he was open to 
the idea of a political comeback; and his show (аз 
most public affairs programs often are), like him- 
self (as all other people in the political wilderness 
always are), was devoted to what we Filipinos 
like to call “fiscalizing.” 

Last month, according to the papers, someone 
threw a grenade at Batul's house: two weeks be- 
fore that, he'd apparently interviewed a local 
leader of the New People's Army on his show. A 
note accompanied the grenade: “I kills to be too 
talkative.” 

On May 22, on his way to his show, Batul was 
shot dead in his vehicle, 50 meters from the radio 
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Damien Lelievre, the superior then, to send 12 of 
the sisters back to Manila. Recalled Sr. Ma. Luisa 
Montenegro: 

"When the boat arrived, the sisters pleaded to 
remain. But Dr. Nolasco was adamant. Mother 
Damien asked for volunteers to return to Manila. 
Nobody raised her hand, so raised mine, though 
my heart was not willing. 

“After finishing a nursing course, I returned to 
Culion in 1950. Working in the clinic was some- 
times very amusing. Once a patient came to see 
Dr. Armando Paras who prescribed Diazone. On 
hearing the name of the medicine, the patient 
said, "Doctor, I don't want to die yer.” He thought. 
he heard "die soon." 

The sister? work extended beyond Culion. 
‘They sent daughters of patients to their St. Paul 
schools all over the Philippines on full college 
scholarships. Many were adopted by good fami- 
lies. Education was to be these girls ticket to a 
new life. But a good number have come back to 
Culion to work for their own people. 

In the Saint Paul archives are first-person ac- 
counts of the valiant nuns who were part of Culion's 
history. One of the most admired was Mother 
Damien Lelievre, namesake of the saintly Father 
Damien “the leper” of Molokai. Her sole burning de- 
sire as a young nun in France was to work with the 
lepers and to die among them. The “frail little nun" 
loved the patients so much she thought nothing of 
handling their sores without gloves. To admoni- 
tions, she would respond: "If I die, die." 

Like Mother Damien, Sr. Antoinette joined the 
St. Paul Sisters precisely because "I wanted to 
work among the lepers.” 
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station. The assassins were on a motorcycle. He 
was hit 12 times with а .45-caliber revolver: four 
bullets in the face, four in the chest, three in the 
back and one in the side, according to the police. 

The rituals of feigned official interest ensued. 
Dramatic calls for action were made. Batul's polit- 
ical opponents took the lead in denouncing his 
murder. An impressive reward was put forward. 
‘The investigation was given a 48-hour deadline. 

Will anything come out of the drama? It's al- 
ways а tricky business trying to make predictions. 
But consider the case of a publisher who was shot 
in Aurora Province on May 10, 2005. The chief 
suspect in the case, the mayor of Dingalan town, 
didn't surrender until an hour before a warrant 
was to be issued for his arrest—on May 22 of this 
year (the same day that Batul was shot) 

‘At the very least, in Batul's case, once again, 
the wheels of justice will grind slowly, if at all. 
‘The killings of journalists have reached world: 
alarming proportions. Batul is the 79th journal- 
ist killed in the Philippines since 1986, when Fer- 
dinand Marcos went into exile and the country 
regained press freedom. It isn't an encouraging 
record, and it doesn't speak highly of the coun- 
try's so-called freedom of expression, or right to 
information. 

1 didn’t talk to Batul long enough to dispel the 
superficial impression that he was a run-of-the 
ml politician engaged in a run-of-the-mill effort 
to make a name for himself. I do know that he was 
neither better nor worse than many of his 
brethren in the professions of journalism and pol- 
ities. Certainly, I didn't hear or see anything dur- 
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Her Culion experience, Sr Antoinette said, 
added much breadth to her outlook as a religious. 
But even as she later took on various tasks, Culion 
always remained in her heart. "I never had difficul- 
ty adjusting in Culion. I was new there when I met 
this man who was a patient. I held out my hand to 
shake his hand but he immediately withdrew. Peo- 
ple were hesitant to invite us inside their homes. 
Once, 1 passed by a house and I asked if I could 
come in. The woman by the window was surprised. 
She let me in and pointed to chair for me to siton. 
“That chair is for the sano (healthy); she said" 

Sr. Hipolita Collado was a novice when she 
first set foot on Culion. “I had this experience that. 
Inever forgot and I swore then that | would never 
come back.” Many years later, she came back to 
be the superior. 

Several sisters who had worked in Culion re- 
ceived government recognition. Sr. Calixte Chtis- 
ten was awarded a gold medal for her 20 years of 
service. Governor General Leonard Wood, his 
wife and daughter went to Culion to honor her. 
Also honored later was St. Marie du Bon Pasteur. 
‘Sr. Marie Damien received a medal of honor from 
President Elpidio Quirino in 1949. 

Not one Sister became infected with leprosy 
while in Culion. 

‘Among the Culion brave hearts—the oldest 
surviving but sprightly sisters who had served їп 
Culion before and after World War П—аге: Sis- 
ters Mary Cyprian Montevirgen, 92; Gregoire de 
Leon, 91; Mary Michaela Diad, 87; and Barthele- 
my Gracia, 94. All are nurses. 

‘Since that day in May 1906, the work of the SPC 
Sisters in Culion has gone on without ceasing. In 
war and in peace, through stormy nights and sun- 
ny days, the island that was at once a fortress that. 
held what were then called “the living dead" was 
also a test for the nuns strength and endurance. 
Their continued presence is a sign of God's grace 
and proof of these women's faith. Like the ancient 
lighthouse that still stands there on a rock by the 
sea, their mission has withstood the test of time. 
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ing the time 1 talked to him, or participated in his 
show, that set him apart from his peers. Nothing 
worth killing him for; and even if he did interview 
а communist guerrilla on his show—well, one 
can either turn a blind eye to reality, or turn the 
publics attention to it. 

‘Anyway, he is dead: the latest of grim statistics. 
And he is a subset in a set of even grimmer statis- 
tics: since President Macapagal-Arroyo took of- 
fice in 2001, anywhere from 566 to 601 political 
activists have been killed; from 2005 to March of 
this year alone, 143 have been killed. These were 
people whose political beliefs could be consid- 
егей radical, and who belonged to a political mi- 
nority, and who might have been even dangerous 
to the State. But they weren't fighting in the hills; 
they were out in the open, in organized, legiti 
mate political parties and movements. 

Like the murdered journalists, they were am- 
bushed and killed for no reason other than what 
they stood for and said. Consider that no journal- 
ist identified to be supportive of the present ad- 
ministration has suffered a similar fate; the politi 
cians and organizers of the ruling parties have 
similarly been free of harm. Organizations of 
journalists from around the world have expressed 
concern over the killing of journalists, and hu- 
man rights groups have expressed alarm over the 
political killings. The government counters that 
the communists may be killing their own—and 
their rivals, too. Which is beside the point, even if 
ше. 

Fernando Batul was only 37, a year older than 
me, when he was killed. When we met, he asked 
me, both on and off the айг, if 1 was interested in 
entering politics. 1 told him 1 wasn't. He replied, 
“But you have all the advantages.” 

said, "So what?" 

"Well, 1 got this far without any advantages," 
he answered laughing. 

То which I responded, “So you see? The future 
belongs to you.” 

Bur that future is now gone for him, as it is for 
somany others. 


$300,000, anyone?“ 


1 FINISHED COLLEGE THE OTHER SATURDAY. | WAS 
swarmed with messages saying "congratulations" ог “I'm зо 
proud of you." Some friends just shook my hand and, as If 
they had nothing else to say, just asked me, "So how does It 
feci to finally graduate?" 1 answered them with a smile and 
said, "Oh, [t feels great! Ir’ exciting to know the feeling of be- 
ing unemployed!" 

“They thought I was joking, and so they laughed, gave rio a 
pat on back and told А 
те not to worry be- 
cause | would soon 
be a registered nurse 
and go abrond and 
find greener pas- 
tures, They. went on 
to say something 
about the big salary 1 
would be earning as 
a nurse and the bene- 
fits my family would 
surely get from it 
They also brought up 
the issue of doctors becoming nurses. And finally, they ad- 
vised me against getting married or even having a boyfriend 
until was abroad. 

Thave heard so many versions of these for four years now. 
This thing about instant wealth was used by my parents to 
convince me to go into nursing. To someone who repeats 
this, it might look as if Lam hearing it for the first time, Tam’ 
really fed up and I feel like finishing their statements. Itis on- 
ly because I don't want to sound disrespectful that I put up 
this facade, an art that I have mastered after many years of 
listening and listening to the same thing. Sometimes, T just 
want to make a list of the salaries nurses are supposed to 
earn in different countries and the types of cars they сайћех- 
pect to own as well as the different nationalities of their 
probable spouses. This would help those who are trying to 
help me decide. Perhaps then, they won't make a mistake in 
telling me in which country I would earn $300,000 a year. 

It's amazing how people who didn’t take up nursing сап be 
very interested in a nurse's salary. Once they have an idea of 
the amount, they announce itto the whole world to convince 
others to take up the course. My grandmother's friends, my 
mother's officemates and even our high school registrar told 
me many stories about nurses and always concluded that 1 
should not think twice about going into nursing. ' 

But did they ever consider what I have to go throughbe- 
fore I would enjoy the so-called greener pastures? Did they 
know how many bacteria and viruses will enter my respirato- 
ty system before I qualify to work abroad? How many bullets 
and tumors have to be taken out of human bodies with'my 
assistance? Or how many last breaths I will witness? Don't 
they realize how much 1 have to sacrifice to earn such fabu- 
lous salaries, like leaving my family? 1 bet they don't, but 
they pretend that they do. d 

‘Ata small gathering after our Nursing Ceremony, the one 
where they gave us our college rings and pins, there was an 
old man who talked about nursing so much that he soungled 
like a brochure. He lectured on the “beauty” of being a nurse, 
which of course focused on the big salary. He ended his qne- 
and-2-half-hour speech with a big smile and an approving re- 
mark: "You made an excellent choice!” 

His statement floated in my mind for a long time. It 
clashed with my idea that choosing nursing was one of the 
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_ biggest mistakes of my life. It took me days to finally accept 


that, yes, he was right! But what made nursing an excelfent 
choice for me was not the salary I will get, it was the exgeri- 
ence I had as a nursing student. od 

Itwas an experience which was way too different from4he 
experiences of students taking other courses. When they got 
together, they would talk about the low grades they got in 
their quizzes, the difficulty they encountered studying піш 
bers or the thrill of analyzing chemicals in the labotsivory. 
When I talked about my experience, I talked about the/pa 
tients I handled. I talked about their condition, their story, 
their experience. talked about life! 

‘And that is what makes me different from them. It's be- 
cause I deal with life and 1 have the rare chance of seeing life 
like the other students never see it. In my world, there ff no 
room for mistakes unlike theirs where they can easily cram- 
ple the piece of paper with their wrong answers or make 
fresh calculations or take make-up quizzes in order to pass a 
subject. They will never know when a person is in pain 
through reading books or calculating, but a nurse does. 

‘And this is because a nurse does more than read and calcu. 
late. A nurse produces more than a computer program or a 
graded thesis. A nurse gives his/her own self to the people 
around. A nurse gives humane care to people, to life! And 1 
believe that is reason enough for me to accept that, indeed, 
being a nurse is an excellent choice. 

So why don't some well-meaning people, who are trying 
to help students make up their minds, just tell them: “Hey! 
Why don't you take up nursing so you will have rich experi- 
ences that will help you make good judgments in life” or “You 
should take up nursing because it is a rare opportunity to 
take care of the most wonderful gift God gave us"? I suppose 
it is too difficult for them to let these words escapo their 
mouths because people might laugh at them since thewgrds 
sound so godly, so just, so humane, so good, so true. On the 
other hand, why do they have to bribe them with the’big 
salary? For practicality's sake, 1 know, or perhaps it isjust 
their way of saying, "Go earn big money so you can help'me 
escape from poverty.” 

Being a nurse is not just about money. Itis about carrying a 
big responsibility in nurturing the profession as a never-end- 
ing fountain of experiences that will make a person appreci- 
ate life even more. 


Philinne Floranne M. Garcia, 20, finished her nursing degree at 
the Ateneo de Davao University. 
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passa law abolishing the death penalty 


The INQUIRER is a member of the 
PHILIPPINE PRESS INSTITUTE 


The National Association of Phulippne Newspapers 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- E 


n е OPINION шлш 


== е Philippines. (i Liceo U was CDO 
(0) secures САМЕ Posso. Best way to honor our LETTERS Š partner in Unesco 


cA pne UU e Mt. Everest conquerors `E, cultural initiative 


imam 
- 7 '*-^ THIS IS TO CLARIFY AN ERRO- 
IN THE MATTER OF THE : REGISTRATION OF SECURITIES. WHEN LEO ORACION, PASTOR Philippine Sports Commission, the conviction and potential for neous picture presented by Belinda 


Emata and Romi Garduce come committed suicide because he was greatness of the Filipino people. Olivares-Cunanan’ column, titled 
‘SAN MIGUEL CORPORATION home, a heroes’ welcome awaits so embittered by his inabi Thope they wouldn't be used by “Cultural interaction from around 
(Registrant) them. And they deserve it, indeed provide for his family. those who do not deserve to share фе globe." (PDI, 5/18/06) 

because reaching the peak of Mt. The three Filipino Everest con- in their triumph, specifically the Writing about the regional com- 
NOTICE Everest is no easy feat. querors have earned forthe coun- corrupt and immoral people in ponent of the 2006 World Festival 
But they deserve more than a ty worldwide respect and admi- government, for self-glorification of Drama Schools, an exciting com- 
Notice is hereby given that on 09 March 2006, а sworn | heroes’ welcome. They would be ration. Somehow, they have made апа image-boosting. ponent of the Unesco-International 
registration statement was filed with the Securities and | honored best if the Arroyo admin- the world forget, even if only fora —JEFFERSONBALISTOY, Theatre Institute's Biennial 
Exchange Commission for and on behalf of SAN MIGUEL | istration seriously looks into the short time, that the country is the LigangKabataangMoro Congress currently hosted by the 
CORPORATION (SMC) for the registration of upto THREE | plight of our athletes. I remember second most dangerous country (LKM-Manila), Philippine government under the 
HUNDRED MILLION (P300,000,000.00) worth of payables | that, about two years ago, a for journalists and for labor union SalamMosqueCompound, auspices of Cecile Guidote-Alvarez, 
‘owning from SMC to its suppliers (the "SMEs/Supplier | marathon gthlete, who could not members. These men risked their Barangay Culiat, Cunanan stated: “Cagayan de Oro 
Receivables") which will be traded in the Marketplace for | sera subsidy/allowance from the lives, in the process exemplifying Tandang Sora, Quezon City City, seat of Xavier University, will 
SMEs/Suppliers Receivables Purchases MASME-RP), an $ 3 тесе Romania's National Univer- 
alternative trading system owned and operated by the | Focus on economy, not on presidency Startling showcase siy of Drama and Fim, named after 
Development Bank of the Philippines. Although SMC is the ss IQ Бос асе 
issuer of the SMEs/Suppliers Receivables, it will по! be the | EVERYONE IN THIS COUNTRY ciety That is why our leadesare Of human nobility Xavier University is indeed in 
selling entity. Rather, it will be the suppliers (through the | wants to see a narrower gap be- trying to create an environment to Cagayan de Oro City. And it is true 
Trustee) who will be selling the payables when first traded in | tween the rich and the poor. This achieve these macroeconomic in- THE FRONTPAGE STORY “Poor that the city is currently hosting 
the M4SME-RP. No part of the proceeds of the sales or trading | doesn't need an economist to see. dicators. mom with rich heart adopts un- Romania's National University of 
of payables in MASME-RP will go to SMC. SMC is only | Butthisis easier said than done. 1 support Gloria Macapagal-Ar- wanted baby" by Christian V Es- Dramatic Art and Cinematogra- 
participating in M4SME-RP solely to assist in the financing Whatever a genius leader shall royo's economic thrusts because guerra (PDI, 5/11/06), was one phy. However, the partner of Ca- 
requirements of its suppliers, and in support of the | do tolessen this gap should show know she knows what this nation pregnant with invaluable lessons. gayan de Oro City for this cultural 
government's effort to spur growth in the SME sector. the macroeconomie indicators needs todo to improve the lives of The story of Sally Ruiz—a 58- interaction is the Liceo de Ca- 
iid regis in rs/documents | that our economic planners want its citizens. year-old widow living in a 15- gayan University. 
noes e eiie i pee parties | to see, like reduced budget 1 challenge the opposition to square-meter shanty in Vitas, Ton- Founded in 1955 by the for- 
during business hours, and copies thereof, photostatic or deficit, stronger рыс шалгы and point out why our current leaders’ до and surviving daily with her ward-looking Pelaez — couple, 
бегине, shali be furnished to every party at such reasonable | import figures, stock exchange economic plans are wrong andto two children on a P50 budget for Rodolfo and Elsa, Liceo U has in 
fees as the Commission may prescribe. index, increased foreign reserves, offer alternative solutions. This is food, water and electricity—was a cent years been leading the way in 
increased foreign investments, фе one that we should debate on, disarming proof of the dynamism community engagement through 
(Sgd.) JUSTINA F. CALLANGAN eic ite аан i not Ms Arroyo's presidency. Let ofthe human spirit over life's vi. culture and the arts in Cagayan de 
Director se things should happen herdoherjob. an, cious hurdles Oro. Last year, the university inau- 
СОЕ first before the benefits trickle —ROMEOYBAREZ, © бшу could have chosen to not gurated the state-of-the-art Rodel- 
down to the poor sectors of our so- raybanez@yahoo.com ауе in Sandin Lee. She was living Sa Hall, the frst theater for the pet 
x CH. Tut теи suesempnon norte 5 * * Е forming arts in Mindanao. This 
eus €) PAL apologizes, explains flight delay im Building 3, а place aptly de- coming school year Liceo U opens 
м eee ы manene of povemy" Yer when 8 degree program in the perform- 
necessary to ensure passenger safety Po s when ш ars, with specializations im 
her family adopted and supported ing аль with special 
Republic of the Philippines. THIS REFERS TO THE COLUMN restaurants at the terminal con. the abandoned Sandin Lee, she Mi lamentable that the effors of 
Municipality of Bonifacio “PAL always late” (PDI, 5/21/06) tracted by PAL. Regrettably PALis followed another logic thet соп. ies U. now under the dynamic 
босла er where former Justice Isagani A. n oe by the limited >= керез harte анна сааб leadership of Dr. Rafaelita Pelaez- 
i i la ce with of dining concessionaires at ће ! 3 2 Golez—to pursue cultural initia- 
Invitation for Bids (IFB) ilios Abies hight PR ise Ke deut nea anl i fo iei Their дапу was ans Se for EE. 
come c мем эое [| lascMay 12, 2006. make do with whatisavailable. formed into а startling "showcase er Mindanao would be so beliled 
Word Bank Loan No: 4446PH First, we must tender Cruz and Philippine Airlines always of Human eo 'Y here is always БУ Cunanan's insensitive sentence. 
те Government olihe Pitipines has received a loan rom heintematonal | all other passengers our eamest strives to operate fights safely ceste —NEILPAGALARAN, 
Bonk for Reconstruction and Development towards tne cost of Local | apologies for the inordinate delay and on time. These two objectives Pomo Ove ije Sandin Lee program coordinator, 
Government Finance and Development and intenda to appi part of he lands, Ё in their flights departure, which should go hand-in-hand at all уш s. л, » e eet ^ Office of Cultural 
1o cover ebgble paymenis under he Contac ог ne Gonsiruction of | was caused by a malfuncion in times, and airlines throughout the Showed the logic of Sally’s family у and Public Affairs, 
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{The Municipalty of Bonifacio, Misamis Oecidatalevies seats em | бту and foremost, we exhausted er, airlines are faced with the un- Seem to have robbed them of thelr Cagayan de Oro City 9000 
ane Сопагисіоп о! бегероге Расо of OEM. | all means to repair the fault while welcome choice of either one or very dignity, but grit and faith in 
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Bou esta ec ioci rete iu | типи, despie debes PAL choose to err on the side of come these dui: They bed | Pesce suggestions аш. 
Course, Portland Cement Солар iere Cinca Box Cuar | effons of our maintenance service caution. We would rather delay reasons to frown at life but they | the treatment of news and pho- 
(RCBC). provider, Lufthansa Technik the flight than compromise the chose to smile at it and move on | цо; py the Inquirer, you may 
. Bidding documents may be purchased stating May 24,2006 ~ June 28, | Philippines (whose president was safety of our passengers and crew. With hope. Sally inspired her two | write to the Readers Advocate, 
2006 during office hours atthe BAC Secretariat, Municipal Session Най, | siso a passenger on the fight), the In any case, we take Cruz's children SalmeandMetilyn who | Philippine Daily Inquirer, Chino 
Bonifacio, Misamis Occidental шрот Payne g.s0000)eriseqavalert | engine could not be repaired comments seriously and consider were able to prove that they could | Roces Avenue, corner Yague and 
т. ina reely-convertbe currency. for each sel. interested bidders may obian where it was, and the aircrafthad thema challenge todo better. Rest Support not just “another mouth | Mascardo Streets, City of Makati 
fac let и Павао nets [Mj dnesterbilopening minus. |. co bebrought tothe hangar assured that we are doing ourbest to feed" but another person in | ог senda fax to Nos, 897-4793 
be accompanied by bid security of Nine Hundred Seventy Five Thousand It was then decided to replace to address the concems raised, need of love and respect. RA агана 
Posos Only (Phe. #756000) in a отт of casn, caries check tam. | the alrcraftwiththenextavalable and to ensure that they are re. ТО the INQUIRER, many thanks | voce inguorcorior yor 
gusmmocor s eguvalont na coers arene and йе змей | unit, АП of these took the better solved to the satisfaction of our for chis story It truly warms the |, MARET Meis if heir 
Saselon Hall Bonifacio, Misamis Occidental on or before June 28,2006 | partoffourhours and we take full passengers. heart and empowers the spirit. | ате Met nd telephone 
SigabAitavncnimeteyndopmeconepesensainenaces | responsiblity for the income. ~ROLANDOG.ESTABILLO, Sally inspired me, e May we | р number or ela 
diee e nience experienced by our passen- vicepresident, continue to exten ded оса 
аса) peer d Corporate Communications, far support to all those who need | Fhe inquirer Wi nor polen any 
= $ RT This extends as well to the Philippine Airlines, our heip! Papanin a seing 
Hoste BAC Chairman “hardly appetizing” food served to PAL Center, Legazpi Street, —MELE. MARANAN, | supplied. 
aoe — the passengers by one of the melmaranan@hotmail.com 


бід hare on your Düflliapitas 
PHILIPPINE DAILY j etm 
INQUIRER. 3 


520081 


риме Umm Wim 


gum mines 


2 mes 

мазе ыры, Mif, Disa шт быш arte 

; Amato ice $ 
сет оннан она | з 
oe. eee Е рар BOT = л. Mim "© pega uum 
quse mee L Miis 
mi gan. кшз. ые 
юй | „ Ме” 
nu nd 
зе а jor Бе wee 

€ = 
EUM re мл tattle mn Анаа 
s adeo es A 

aie yume а ад аы ies une 
Ыз ыр ле 1р 
Pd Sang, neam mee Base у 
Umi geh, рад, навни [pega ДЫК ОН uei ista Thee gae rates 

| А Жа 

in er Mes навамон ; artas уре гаан 

"esi ER Bis ее ы Ше 
каш = 
илк ш” 


юеш | op 


r 
THURSDAY, MAY 25, 2006 


NORTHERN LUZON BUREAU 
Room 201, Bouan Aparte, 

10 Happy Ben Loop. Bagulo Cty 
ты No (444-9055 

Fax No. (07449-0971 


зуу 


govs back proposal to outlaw CPP 


By Joey A. Gabieta 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


TACLOBAN 

City—The pro- 
posal to outlaw 
the Communist. 


Party of the 
Philippines re- 
ceived the sup- 
port of three 
governors in 
Eastern Visayas, 
one of the areas 
in the county 
where the com- 
munis rebel- 


lion remains active. 

Governors Rosette Lerias of Southern. 
Leyte, Milagros Tan of Samar and Ben 
Evardone of Eastern Samar said they 
believed that the CPP has no right to be 
legally recognized because of is contin- 
ued adherence to armed struggle 
through the New People's Army (NPA). 

Lerias said she favored declaring the 
CPP illegal again as it appears to fail to 
"adjust to a non-violent method of par- 
ticipating (in) government." 

"They are already in the mainstream. 
of society, mainstream of politics, but 
they engage in (underground) activi- 
ties. It is not fair. The government has 
given them all the leeway, so don't 
abuse it,” said Lerias, who is also the 
chairperson of the Peace and Order 
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‘Council in Eastern Visayas. 


NPA attacks 

Lerias referred to atrocities blamed on 
the NPA. Only Last May 6, two policemen 
were killed in Dolores, Eastem Samar 
who were killed in an ambush staged by a 
group of armed men believed to be NPA 
members. Killed were SPO2 Gerardo Cu- 
diamat and SPO1 Norman Morallos. 

Early this week, Major Gen. Jovito Pal- 
paran, formerly Eastern Visayas’ top Army 
officer and now the commanding officer 
of the 7th Infantry Division based in Fort 
Magsaysay, Nueva Ecija, said і ће had his 
way, he would make the CPP illegal again. 

Palparan claimed that the CPR together 
with other organizations sympathetic to it 
and some opposition members, have formed 


a tactical alliance to topple the administration 
of President Macapagal-Arroyo. 

In 1994, Congress repealed Republic 
‘Act 1700 or the Anti Subversion Law mak- 
ing, in effect, the CPP a legal organization. 


Terror acts 

Evardone said that while he believed the 
СРР аза political group, must be given the 
Tight to exist under a democratic society it 
should be outlawed again if its armed com- 
ponent, the NPA, would continue to terror- 
{ze the people in the community. 

"Any form of violence should be con- 
demned," he added. 

Governor Tan also said that as an of- 
ficial of the government, she would 
support any plan to make CPP illegal. 

"But we should also consider taking 


some steps in helping our brothers and 
sisters in the mountain for they need 
government support too," she said. 

“Tan said that many people in the county- 
side were forced to join the CPRNPA because 
they fe abandoned by the government. 

Meanwhile, the government re- 
mained determined іп ending the coun- 
trys insurgency problem by 2010, ac- 
cording to Major Gen. Bonifacio Ramos, 
‘commanding general of the 8th Infantry 
Division based in Catbalogan, Samar. 

"Thats our target and we will do it,” 
he told the INQUIRER. 

Based on Ramos’ assessment, there 
are over 1,000 active NPA members in 
the region, most of which are based in 
the provinces of Samar, Eastern Samar 
and Northern Samar. 
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Fishers’ group ' 
says it won't 
go to the hills 


LUCENA CITY—THE PAMALAKAYA, A 
national organization of militant fisher- 
men, one of the leftist organizations 
‘which the military has tagged as fronts of 
the Communist Party of the Philippines, 
vowed not to abandon its legal struggle. 

"We will not leave the legal and the 
parliamentary arena. We will assert our 
legality by all means, at all cost and 
whatever it takes,” Gerry Albert Corpuz, 
Pamalakaya information officer, said in a 
statement released during the group's 
provincial chapter meeting here. 

"The national association of militant fisher- 
men daimed of having a total membership of 
80,000 in different pars ofthe country. 

‘On Monday, controversial Army Maj 
Gen. Jovito Palparan, an arch-enemy of 
the Left, suggested the need to revive the 
law that would again outlaw the CPP 

‘According to Palparan, the repeal of Re- 
public Act 1700, or the Anti-Subversion Law, 
was a mistake because it enabled the legal 
fonts of the CPP to infiltrate the government 
through ралу і organizations, refering to 
Bayan Muna, Anakpawis and Gabriela. 

RA 1700 was repealed during the time 
bf former president Fidel Ramos. 

Corpuz said Palparan has no legal, moral 
and political business in calling for their elim- 
ination in the legal and parliamentary sug- 
gle. Delfin Mallari Jr, PDI S. Luzon Bureau. 


RouNDUP 


10 fishers caught in Zambo 
PAGADIAN CITY—Authortes arrested 10 fishermen caught fishing ina 
Sanctuary in the municipal waters of Dimataling, Zamboanga del Sur on 
Tuesday. Deputy police chiet for Zamboanga del Sur Supt. Belarmino de os 
Santos said the fishermen were on board two big vessels and were caught 
Using fine nets while fishing in the municipal waters of Barangay Sumpot, 
Which had been declared a fish sanctuary by the municipal agricultural of- 
Tice. De los Santos said residents saw the fishermen and thought they were 
just passing by the coastal waters. "But when they started hauling their nets 
off to the water the vilagers alerted municipal authorities.” he said. 

Michael Sarcauga, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


terror drive 


GENERAL SANTOS CITY—Police 
here wil tap tricycle drivers to boost 
its antiterror and anticrime cam- 
paign. Lawyer Emmanuel Fontanilla, 
Chair of Bigkis Balaod, a group of 
lawyers advocating protection of 
human rights, said about 200 tricy- 
cle drivers were expected to join in 
the training on May 27. To be dis- 
cussed during the training are tech- 
niques of information gathering, in- 

formation analysis, surveillance and reporting. He said the participants are 

members of Bigkis Balaod, which has around 500 members coming from 
the ranks of tricycle drivers. The lawyer said helping the police in its drive 
against terrorism and criminality is part of the tricycle drivers’ fulfillment of 
their social responsibility. Fontanilla believed tricycle drivers play a vital role 
in preventing terror attacks and criminality in the city as they meet and min- 
cle with several people while plying their routes. He said the police pledged 
to provide security to drivers who would help in the campaign. 

Aquiles Zonio, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Grenade blast isolated case 
COTABATO CITY—Mayor Muslimin Sema said the grenade attack оп 
the Philippine Ports Authority (PPA) here on Monday was an “isolated 
сазе" and had something to do with labor management problem. The 
blast at the city wharf injured two senior PPA employees, a security 
guard and a shipping porter. Two unidentified men riding a motory- 
Cle were seen to have sped away after the explosion that happened 
shortly before 11 a.m. In his talk with his attending physician Gerardo 
Agustin, it was learned that chances of the victims to survive from 
‘shrapnel wounds are great. "Let's hope ail of them will pass through 
the critical stage," Sema told reporters on the condition of PPA opera- 
tions chief Gil Navarra, senior staff Arpa Mamalangcom, guard Abdul- 
Jah Abubakar and porter Baldo Ali. The city mayor declined to elabo- 
rate on the alleged labor dispute at the PPA. 

Charlie Sefiase, PD! Mindanao Bureau 


Batangas dad slain in ambush 
CAMP VICENTE LIM, Laguna—Two unidentified armed men shot 
dead а village councilor in an ambush along a national road in Lipa 
City on Tuesday. Police said Gerry Robles, 42, resident and councitor 
of Barangay Tipakan, Lipa Cty, died from atleast eight bullet wounds 
in his head and other parts of his body. Noble sald Robles was driving 
his Nissan pick-up (PFA 981) along Bonifacio St. in Barangay 10 
When two armed persons waylaid him at around 8 a.m. Witnesses 
Said the gunmen quickly boarded a parked motorcycle and escaped 
towards a still unknown direction. 

Marlon Ramos, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Cavite cop shot dead 
CAMP VICENTE LIM, Laguna—A Cavite policemen moonlighting as а 
Jeepney driver was shot dead while diving his Jeep along a dimly-it part of 
the Governor's Drive in Gen. Trias, Cavite on Tuesday. Police said PO2 
Edgardo Lontoc, 3, assigned at the Trece Martires Cty Police Office and а 
resident of Barangay Mataas na Kahoy, Indang, Cavite, died from at least 
four bullet wounds in his nape. He said the victim was driving his passen- 
{or Jeep when the suspect flagged him down along Barangay Manggahan 
па sat at the back of the driver's seat at around 8:30 p.m. The suspect 
Suddenly pulled out a 8mm pistol and shot the policeman repeatedly. 
Shocked passengers quickly alighted from the vehicle and ran for safety. 
‘The gunman then took the steering wheel and escaped towards Trece Mar- 
ires. Noble sald police Investigators recovered the abandoned jeep afew 
meters away from the crime scene. 

Marion Ramos, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Trike drivers 


Cops arrest Cordillera militia head for man’s death in clash 


BAGUIO CITY—POLICE ON MON- 
day amesed a leader of a 
Cordillera milia in connection 
with the killing of a man during an 
encounter in Apayao in 2004. 

Robert Angco, a leader of a de- 
func faction of the Cordillera 
People's Liberation Army (CPLA), 
was implicated in a gun battle be- 
tween armed CPLA men and se- 
curity personnel of Furniture 
Trading Inc. (FTD, which oper- 
ates in a forested section of Luna, 
Apayao. 

In a 2004 statement, the CPLA 


claimed that the furniture factory К 
had been used as a front for ille- 
gal logging that was depleting 
Apayao forests located outside 
FITS licensed timber harvesting 
area. The firm denied this when i 
the Department of Environment 
and Natural Resources (DENR) 
investigated the gunfight. 

Senior Supt. Donato Bacquian, 
Apayao police director, said 
Angco, who ran and lost for gov- 9 
егпог of Apayao in 2004, was ar- 
rested for arson in 2004 due to 
the burning of FTI equipment fol- t 


AIDS team watches effects of Baguio 


BAGUIO CITY—A_ GOVERNMENT 
agency monitoring the spread of AIDS 
Acquired Immune Deficiency Syn- 
drome) is studying the impact on the 
local commercial sex trade of a curfew 
оп Baguio bars and nightclubs. 

‘The city’s social hygiene clinic 
and the local AIDS Watch Council 
said Mayor Braulio Yaranon's di- 
rective restricting nightclubs and. 
karaoke establishments to oper- 
ate only until 2 a.m. reduces the 
exposure of club entertainers to 


the risk of unhealthy sex. 

But Dr. Celia For Brilantes, chief 
of the city social hygiene clinic, said 
the curfew's biggest disadvantage is 
that it pushes sex workers back to 
operating underground. 

Brillantes reported a 50 per- 
cent drop in the number of sex 
workers in the first quarter of this 
year, from the 2,000 recorded in 
March 2005 to about 950 in 
March 2006, although she said 
the abrupt decrease could be at- 


posting bail for the arson case, 
but Judge Salvador Carlos of the 
municipal trial court in Apayao 


against him due to charges impli- 
cating him in the death of an FTI 
employee. 


from wounds he obtained during 


his house here. The police 


tributed to the season. 


months in the city during peak tourist 
months before moving to other parts 
of Luzon, she said during a press con- 
ference here on Wednesday 


has compelled bar owners to give 
their entertainers fixed six-month 
contracts due to the unpre- 
dictable mobility of sex workers. 


lowing the encounter. 


provincial jail on Tuesday. 
Angco has lived in Baguio after 


On Wednesday, police arrested 
а fugitive from Occidental Min- 
doro who went to a local hospital 
for treatment of a wound in his 
foot. 

Noel Mangoltong, police said, 
escaped from the Sablayan prison 
and penal colony in Occidental § 
Mindoro on May 19. 

Mangoltong was convicted 
here by a local judge for car theft 
but he was jailed in Mindoro, Vin- 
cent Cabreza, PDI Northern Lu- 
zon Bureau 


bar curfew 


issued a new arrest warrant 
The employee apparently died 


the 2004 gunfight, Bacquian said. 
Bacquian arrested Angco in 


ook him to the, Apayao 


and local bar owners have criti- 
cized Yaranon's curfew directive 
for its impact on tourism. Bs 

Only a councilor, a pastor, sup, 
ported the directive. 


Commercial sex workers tour the 

ев, often working for only six 
Councilor Erdolfo Balajadia £ 
chair of the council committee on, „0 
health, said the drop in the popula- ++ 
tion of sex workers should be invesz 2 
tigated to avert an increase in sexu: „$ 
ally transmitted diseases that could. 2 
gounrecorded. Vincent Cabreza 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


She said the city government 


Members of the city council 
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KITE SITE 
Tourists enjoy fying Kies in Boracay especialy as tropical storm Caloy approached 


sssrusonromoro 1. 


‘bringing with it strong winds. Boracay is famous for its white sand beaches, | 
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Nuns’ center | 
teaches kids 
self-reliance 


By Juan Escandor Jr. 
Iriga City 


ISTER FELICITAS’ FATHER HAD WISHED THAT 

she would work for the poor children of her 

hometown to pay back and thank God for giving 
him plenty of offspring. 

Agapito de Lima, an educator lagers to stay on for the night. 
who founded the public school in They agreed, provided they had 
San Agustin, Iriga City in Ca- their own sleeping place. 
marines Sur and taught his chil — Responding instantly, the peo- 
dren to think and to surpass ple brought the materials and 

built a small nipa hut and a place 
happy mau in 1981 at the age of where they could pray. By night- 
91 because his daughter, a nun of fall they had a 20-sq-ft dwelling, 
the Order of St, Augustine (OSA), walled by cheesecloth from used 
was able to fulfil his wish, sacks. 

In 1974, with blessings from From that moment on, the #2 77» s е As 
her congregation's superiors, Sis- nuns settled in the village and SR, FELICITAS de Lima (center) poses with her "children," villagers and supporters of her child welfare program at the Our Lady of Fatim; 


terFelicitasworked with thecom- lived among the people. The Center for Human Development in S: rivets 
munity of San Agustin. Together зате villagers ater helped them ^ 8109 Hina Developntent in San Agustin; Inga Cry, 


with another OSA nun, Sr. Ma.La build the welfare facility that 

Salette E. Baysa, she started eventually focused its services on supplies and uniforms, and per- college scholarship programs. with poverty. at the Social Action Center in 
working on a welfare facility for poor children. sonal stuff, Sister Felicitas said. Despite the deprivation sheex- Silay City under Fr. Luis Jalan- 
poor children and called it the = The cost of instruction for each Low key perienced outside the convent doni, now chief of the negotiating 
Our Lady of Fatima Center for Self-reliance child is P150 per month. The nun declined to have her and the academe, living for years panel of the communist-led Na- 
Human Development (FACE). At present, the FACE provides То generate more income, the photograph taken, saying she with the families of sugar work- tional Democratic Front. The nun 

For almost 20 years, the FACE food, shelter, clothing and educa- school accepts children from sur- preferred to be away from the ers was more rewarding for her, was immediately deployed 
has given shelter and hope todes- Чоп to 150 resident-children.]tis rounding communities, who pay limelight. She is an elder sister of She joined the Rural Missionaries among the families of striking 
titute, abandoned, abused and run by 25 OSA nuns and volun- Р150 monthly tuition. Commissioner Lilia de Lima of of the Philippines (RMP) in 1970, sugar workers of Victorias Milling: 
orphaned children. teers, from income derived from Sister Felicitas said the center the Philippine Export Zone Au- an organization of religious Co. 

ee developing the property donated had also cut expenses by тесу. thorityandanauntofJulietdeLi- workers that carried out their 1а 1971, she was appointed" 
Beginnings by Sister Felicitas’ family to the cling its garbage and producing ma, wife of Communist Party apostolic mission to the poor RMP regional coordinator for Lu- 
\ Sisters Felicitas and La Salette Caceres Archdiocese. organic fertilizer, bathroom and founder Jose Ma. Sison. through dioceses all over the топ. 

began their community ministry “Ме don’t rely on donations. laundry soaps. When she was in her 30s, Sis- Philippines in the pre-martiallaw When the strongman Ferdi 

in San Agustin in 1974. Every We raise hogs. We have 23 sows The De Limas have donated ter Felicitas was assigned by her ега. nand Marcos declared martial 
day, they commuted to San and three boars, and sell anaver- more lots, thus expanding фе superiors to teach and serve as Sister Felicitas said that among law in 1972, Sister Felicitas’ supe-. 
Agustin from La Consolacion Col- age of 15 hogs a month, and in- compound of the facility from guidance counselor atthe Marian those who influenced her in her riors told her to take a leave and: 
lege, their first residence, 5 km — tercrop bananas and coconuts to three hectares to to 7.5 ha. The Academy, an Augustinian school work are Fathers Edicio de la study social work at the Asian So 
from the center of Iriga. eam for our daily operational totalareaofdonatedlandparcels in Isabela, Negros Occidental. Torre, now a popular democracy cia] Institute. 

The immersion, Felicitas said, costs,” Sister Felicitas said. has reached 10 ha. Most of the students there came advocate, and Toti Olaguer of the The FACE founder said the: 
helped them understand the The children are given tasks Sister Felicitas said a network from families of the dumaan, reg- Partido Demokratiko ‘Sosyalista principles she learned meant liv-' 
‘community's problems. . and eam P12.50 an hour. Their with other institutions had been ularly paid workers living inside пф Pilipinas. ing a frugal life, maintaining in-' 
" After a year of traveling going money is kept in saving accounts established to widen support to sugar estates or their vicinity tegrity, striving for industry and’ 
backand forth to San Agustin, the іп their names, and used to pay their client-children in terms of It was in Negros, she said, Selflessness giving part of one's self to the 
two nuns were asked by the vil- for their monthly tuition, school skills and livelihood training and where she came face to face Her first RMP assignment was poor. 


| Looking back at Bagatao Island’s glorious past 


CE unheated Ё ==: е 
APANORAMIC view of Magallanes poblacion and pier from the Sta. Lourdes Grotto on Bagatao Island's hilltop. CoNTReUTED PHOTOS 


By Gina Rodriguez counts—"The Malaspina Expe- Spanish shipyard. Another vessel was the "Nues- building, was totally gone. 
‘Magallanes, Sorsogon dition and the Pacific Islands," In 1610, Gov. Juan de Silva tra Señora del Buen Socorro,"the |ы, 
3 “The Bagatao Island and the gave money and sacred vessels grandest and best galleon ever Historical marker 
Т NIGHT, BAGATAO ISLAND CAN BE SEEN BY Shipyard" and “Los Galeones and omaments to the Church о built in the Philippines, excelled A historic! marker should be 
eke i Bagatao”—delve on the Philip. establish a shipyard in the an- byonlyafewmadeinEurope. installed in Pansod, the "true site 
the flickering light of its old lighthouse that 575 hui galleons in Bagatao cient village of Calaguimi, be- As a port of call for the Manila- ofthe ancient village of Calagui- 


guides vessels cruising the Burias and Ticao pass- during the Spanish period. lieved by Escobal to be Pansod. Acapulco galleons, the shipyard ті," to immortalize and give 
es from or to the treacherous San Bernardino Strait. ‘A major goal of his undertak- The shipyard had produced more contributed to the development meaning to the untold miseries, 

Situated at the mouth of the months, certain marine mam- ing is to provide evidence tothe ‘than 15 galleons, notably the of international trade and com- hardships and injustices suffered 
Sorsogon Bay, Bagataohasaland mals visit the Bagatao waters, National Historical institute 2,000-0n “Santisima Trinidad" merce in the Philippines during Бу the Bicolano laborers engaged 
area of 543 hectares and can be such as sea turtles, dolphins, that the present-day cove- which waslast tobe builtin 1751 the Spanish colonial rule. It also іп the shipbuilding enterprise, Es- 
reached in five minutes by motor- whale sharks, sea cows and man- shaped Sitio Pansod in Baran- and the largest to have crossed served as a defense facility to cobal said. 
ized banca from the pier of Maga- та rays,” Escobal said. gay Behia had been the site ofa the Pacific Ocean. drive out Dutch and British in- On May 5-8, a team from the 
llanes town in Sorsogon, 648 km The island has two truders, and Moros who attacked National Museum's Archaelogy 
from Manila. barangays—Behia, at the south- + t the island at least three times Division led by Mary Jane Louise 

‘With a population of about 2,000 western part, and Biga, at the { (1616, 1627 and 1637). Bolunia, made a test excavation 
dependent on fishing, seaweed northeastern part. Behia is some- E. Escobal observed that "there and inspected three sites on the 
farming and coconut for livelihood, times called the “Halabang-Bay- H Я were no less than 20 foreign and island and found stone artifacts 
it shields the poblacion from de- bay” because of its long stretch of 3 Filipino historians, authors and related to underwater activities. 
structive waves and wind during dirty-white sand beach, but it =" writers who have highlighted in Тһе items have been submitted 
the southwest monsoon or “haba- gained prominence as an archeo- 3 3 their writings the importance of (ог laboratory test analysis, said 
gat,” and during strong typhoons, logical site in past surveys con- g x D М these galleons to the Spanish Escobal. 

Та his accounts on Bagatao, 73- ducted by the National Museum. ЕЯ H colonial authorities." Earlier, on March 28, NHI exec- 
year-old Rogerio Escobal, a local  Bagatao is a favorite destina- g He wrote that whiletheopera- шіхе director Ludovico Badoy as 
historian, mentions another small- tion of devotees. Recently, people tion ofthe Bagatao shipyard for sured Escobal that the agency 
er, farther concrete lighthouse on ona pilgrimage trekked to the Sta. ` 140 years brought glory and pres- would wait for the results of the 
the island, facing the mouth of the Lourdes Grotto, an uphill climb on tige to Spanish colonial authori- site inspection and survey to be 
bay. Since 2000, he has been a concrete stairway to a 124-me- H ties, it also brought miseries to conducted by its NM team оп the 
squeezing into his weekends and ter peak. The steep area is called a - the inhabitants, emptied many former Spanish astillero in 
work leaves from his office in the “Binanderahan” because early Й villages, spread hunger to the  Bagatao. 

Makati City his mission of research- inhabitants once built several р, families of men who were con- Only then can it "decide with 
ing and writing about the history of watch posts at strategic locations scripted for shipyard labor, and in finality on where to install the 
his hometown of Magallanes, from where they raised flags upon many instances, attracted Moro marker," Badoy said, 

ЧЕ" sighting invading Moro vessel: attacks. Thinking of no rest when 
Marine life cycle On a view deck near the statue Moreover the industry deplet- scouring dated records about 

Bagatao's coastlines аге natu- isa view of the town proper and ed timber trees in Bagatao and Bagatao’s storied past, Escobal 
rally endowed with mangroves the islet of Tinacos in the north- А the forests of Magallanes. Infor- said he believed the island was 
and піра that provide habitat for ern side of the bay and Ticao in $ mation showed that the hard- worthy of admiration and high 
marine life, the south. 2: wood species “parina,” the most regard because of its glorious 

"Depending on the season Three of  Escobal's ас "DACOLANG Parola” or big lighthouse durable timber used for ship- past 
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PRECIOUS ITEM  LEONCO BALBIN IPD? NORTHERN LUZON BUREN? 
< Villagers carry a boat away from shore as strong waves hit coastal towns in llocos Sur at the height of tropical storm “Caloy.” Most of the 
'. coastal communities rely on fishing for livelihood. 


2 workers die, 13 hurt as truck rams quarters 


By Nestor P. Burgos fr. 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


ILOILO CITY—TWO PERSONS 
were killed and 13 others were 
injured when a cargo truck 
rammed into the sleeping quar- 
ters of construction workers in 
Cabatuan town in Iloilo on Tues- 
day night. 

The truck was on its way to 
Barangay Tiring in Cabatuan, 24 
km north of this city, when the 
driver, Rene Singelecio, lost con- 


trol of the vehicle as it negotiat- 
ed a curve along the national 
road. 

Itswerved to the right shoul- 
der of the road, hitting the can- 
teen and sleeping quarters of 
the workers at around 10:25 
p.m. The workers are among 
those constructing the new 
Iloilo international airport in 
Cabatuan and Sta. Barbara 
towns. 

Reports from the Пойо 
Provincial Police Office identi- 


fied the fatalities as Federico 
Hollero, 35, of Sibunag, Gui- 
maras; and Jason Dayaday, 27, 
of Cebu City. 

Hollero was pronounced 
dead on arrival at the Ramon 
Tabiana District Hospital in 
Cabatuan, while Dayaday 
died while undergoing treat- 
ment. 

The injured included Singele- 
cio and his helper Efraim Azuce- 
na, and were brought to the hos- 
pital. 


The other victims were iden- 
tified as Tomas Danoy, 35; 
Nestor Cabrera, 42; Ronnie 
Sincida, 21; Eljen Ebrado, 25; 
and Antonio Gentapa, 45; all 
of Cebu; Jerry Catalbas, 35, of. 
Guimaras; Rodolfo Villamar, 
53, of Cardona, Rizal; Isidro 
Barquillo, 41, of Dumarao, 
Capiz; Dondon Jorda, 29, of 
Leyte; Juanito Abegonia, 32, of 
Anilao, Пойо; and Marcelino 
Sebastian, 37, of Dingle, Ioi- 
lo. 


Young members of Badjao tribe learn to surf Net 


By Aquiles Z. Zonio 
General Santos City 


CHILDREN STUDYING IN THE 
Bawing National High School 
(BNHS) in General Santos City 
still help their parents catch fish, 
but they are no longer as worried 
as before when they miss some of 
their classes. 

They know that they can now 
go over their lessons with the 
Click of the mouse. 

School principal Leonardo 
Genoguin recalled that Badjao stu- 
dents were often absent for days or 
even weeks to join their parents in 
fishing, their main source of liveli- 
hood. When they returned to their 
classes, they were accompanied by 
their parents, who explained to ће 
teachers why they had not been 
around fora long time. 

“We could not simply turn the 
students away, but we would ad- 
vise them to catch up with the 
lessons,” senior instructor 
Melanie Daan said. 


Impoverished 

Bawing, a coastal fishing vil- 
lage, is a 30-minute drive from 
the heart of the city. It is a com- 
munity of poor families, includ- 
ing Badjao people or the so-called. 
sea gypsies of Mindanao. 

They live in boats which clus- 
ter around moorings in the 
Sarangani Bay. Aside from fish- 
ing, they eam from bartering fish 
products for farm produce, such 
as cassava and fruits 

Despite their situation, the res- 
idents confront the challenge that. 
neither poverty nor inadequate 
school facilities can stop them 
from achieving their dreams of a 
better life: finishing studies for 
the students; joy and pride for 


Reyes says 


DAVAO CITY—ENVIRONMENT 
Secretary Angelo Reyes yester- 
day said an assassination at- 
tempt on Samuel Danganan of 
the National Anti-Environment 
Crime Task Force (Naectaf) end- 
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their parents, and a sense of ful- 
fillment for the teachers. 


Skeptical 

In August last year, the BNHS. 
was chosen as a beneficiary of the 
Computer Literacy and Internet 
Connection (CLIC) project of the 
US Agency for International De- 
velopment's Growth,with Equity 
in Mindanao (GEM) Program and 
received computers, a high-speed, 
broad-band Internet connection, a 
local area network, and a printer. 

The project included a one-week 
training on basic computer mainte- 
nance and troubleshooting for stu- 
dents and teachers. Several teach- 
ers have been selected for more ex- 
tensive training on integrating ma- 
terials obtained from the Intemet 
for classroom instruction. 

Some 290 schools have so far 
received similar assistance from 
the CLIC. The project aims to 
reach at least 700 public high 
schools by Oct. 1, 2007. 

The CLIC is among the liveli 
hood, infrastructure, agricultural 
and education projects being im- 
plemented by the GEM Program 


in the Autonomous Region in 
Muslim Mindanao and other "con- 
flictaffected” areas in Mindanao. 

“Tr was an exciting day for all the 
students, teachers and parents, 
when the Bawing National High 
School became part of the global in- 
formation village,” said СЕМ-СЫС 
program manager Happy Raagas. 

Raagas said the high school 
principal was then skeptical 
when the project was proposed to 
him a few years back. "I almost 
turned it down because I thought 
it would require a financial coun- 
terpart, which we could hardly 
afford, given the school's limited 
resources,” Genoguin said. 

То qualify for the project, a 
school must agree to set aside 
enough space for a computer lab- 
oratory, provide its manager, and 
ensure that selected teachers are 
available for training. 

However, the project proponent 
emphasized that the primary re- 
sponsibility for raising counterpart 
funds falls on the Parents-Teachers- 
Community Association (PTCA). 
Before the project is installed, the 
group must agree to sustain the 
cost of Internet connection after 
the expiration of the 12-month 
subscription provided by the CLIC. 

Genoguin met with the Bawing 
PTCA and told its members about the 
СИС project and the required coun- 
terpart funds. To his surprise, they 
agreed to raise the amount. The par- 
ens even volunteered to renovate an 
‘unused, dilapidated classroom to be 
used as the computer laboratory. 


Improved grades 

In August last year, when one 
of the students turned on the 
computer and surfed the Internet 
for the first time, it officially 
made their school at par with its 


“wired” counterpart institutions, 
not only in Mindanao but also in 
other parts of the country. 

People visiting the school for the 
first time could hardly believe that 
the school already has an Internet 
connection. Bawing has no landline 
telephone system yet. The principal 
had to show the visitors the mi- 
crowave antenna—which provides 
the broadband Intemet connec- 
tion—mounted on the roof deck of 
the school administration building. 

With access to computers and 
the Internet, Genoguin noted, the 
students have been performing 
better in their classes. 

Nisan Pilar, a fourth-year stu- 
dent, said her grades had im- 
proved significantly. 

She can now conduct research 
on-line, she said. “Before, 1 used 
to spend a lot of time sifting 
through the pages of outdated 
reference materials in the library. 
But now, I can get all the informa- 
tion I need with just a few clicks 
of the mouse," Pilar said. 

Beth Potayre, a sophomore and 
daughter of a fisherman, said she 
had been expanding her English 
vocabulary by regularly surfing in 
educational websites that provide 
reading and language exercises. 

“Research has become easy and 
the amount of information I can get 
from Google, my favorite search en- 
gine, is jus amazing,” she said. 

This development, according to 
Genoguin, has convinced the par- 
ents of the need to invest in their 
children’s education. In fact, the 
parents committed themselves to 
contribute PIS a month each to 
raise the money for the mainte- 
nance of the Internet connection 
and payment for electricity and 
‘computer parts once the CLIC fi- 
nancial support ends in August. 


Central 


МА : 
Luzon 


PNP exec sued 
for car theft 


CAMP OLIVAS, PAMPANGA— 
Charges of malversation and vio- 
lation of the antifencing law 
were filed yesterday against the 
former chief of the Traffic Man- 
agement Group in Central Lu- 
топ. 

The criminal cases involv- 
ing Supt. Napoleon Cauyan's 
alleged use of a recovered 
stolen car and his possession 
of stolen car parts were filed 
at the Office of the Ombuds- 
man, according to Supt. Ben- 
jamin de los Santos, investiga- 
tion division head of the Crim- 
inal Investigation and Detec 
tion Group and lead com. 
plainant. 

De los Santos said the cases 
were filed after CIDG agents re- 
covered several stolen vehicles 
and car parts from the com- 
pound of Cauyan in Barangay 
Baseco in Mariveles, Bataan, on 
Monday. 

Cauyan could not be reached 
for comment on Wednesday. His 
lawyer, Ananias Canlas Jr, said 
his dient would face the 
charges. 

Canlas denied that Cauyan was 
in hiding. "He's preparing for the 
anticipated charges against him,” 
the lawyer said in a phone inter- 
view. 

On Tuesday, Cauyan called the 
Inguinen to say that he bought 
with his own money the Mit- 
subishi Pajero, Nissan Sentra and 
Nissan Pathfinder found in his 
compound. 

The engines and parts be- 
longed to a trucking business 
that he started in 1996, he 
said. 

De los Santos said “pursuit 


operations" were still ongoing" 
against Сауап, who was placed 
under investigation for various 
cases. 

These involved the alleged 
anomalous release of four sus- 
pected members of a Bulacan- 
based car theft syndicate and, 
stolen vehicles on March 6; 
four pending cases of grave 
threats, slight physical in- 
juries, robbery and homicide; 
and dishonesty and fraudulent 
entry in the Philippine Nation- 
al Police. 

Cauyan said it was the TMG- 
Special Operations Group, not 
the regional or provincial TMG 
offices, that carried out the oper- 
ations against the Bulacan car 
theft syndicate. 

The rest of the cases have 

been dismissed by the court, he. 
said. . 
Earlier, he said he eluded 
arrest by the 304th Provincial 
Police Mobile Group in 
Bataan on Saturday because 
he "felt they were going to kill 
me.” 

Cauyan did not oppose his re- 
lief on Monday but called on his 
former subordinates to fight the 
PNP' "discriminatory attitude" 
toward policemen who had “not 
obtained education from presti- 
gious schools.” 

He maintained that the allega- 
tions against him were being or- 
chestrated by police officers who 
wanted his post or by car theft 
syndicates. 

He said he was "not a protector 
of car theft and highway robberys 
syndicates.” Tonette Orejas, PDI 
Central Luzon Desk and Luige 
del Puerto in Manila 


CITRUS CAPITAL 


MUMIN GASCON FOINORTHERR LUZON VUA 
‘The country’s citrus capital, Kasibu town, is showcased in 

float during Wednesday's celebration of Nueva Vizcaya’s 167th 
founding anniversary in the capital town of Bayombong. 


attempt to kill antilogging exec led to death of brother 


ed with the death of the target's 
brother. 

Reyes said syndicates were af- 
ter Samuel for his crackdown on 
illegal logging. 

‘On Monday, Dangangan's 


8j 


RA 


younger brother Johnny, 32, 
was shot dead in Quezon 
City. 

‘The older Danganan is the op- 
erations chief of Naectaf, a new- 
ly created law enforcement 
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body of the Department of Envi- 
ronment and Natural Re- 
sources. 

His brother had just driven him 
to the airport in his van, but was 
shotina street. 

Reyes said it was very apparent 
that the culprit's target was Dan- 
ganan, who had been in the fore- 
front of the ЕМА: crackdown on 
illegal logging throughout the 
country. 

“It’s a case of assassination 
because of his contribution to 
our efforts of protecting the en 
vironment,” Reyes told the In- 
quien at Apo View Hotel, 
where a convention on environ- 
mental concerns was being 
held. 

“We will look closely with the 


» 


police and other law enforce- 
ment agencies to identify and ap- 
prehend the suspects," Reyes 
said. 

Danganan, in a telephone in- 
terview, said: “It was | who was 
the target. It was a case of mistak- 
en identity" 

But he would not say who was 
behind the killing pending inves- 
tigation. 

Early last month, the Inquin- 
en was with the Naectaf team 
during a raid on a resort 
owned by Mayor Roberto Luna 
Jr. of Lingig town in Surigao 
del Sur 

The task force seized more 
than 11,000 illegally cut 
trees. 

Danganan said it was Naectaf's 


» 


largest operation against illegal 
logging so far 

Luna denied owning the 
logs and said he was surprised 
why the logs were in his prop- 
епу. 

But DENR officials said the 
logs were kept there for transport 
to places where they would be 
sold. 

Often, the fight against illegal 
logging has been hindered by 
lack of manpower and funds for 
the РЕМА. 

Some areas under the depart. 
ment lack foresters while in ar- 
саз where illegal logging syndi- 
cates are active, foresters are 
outnumbered and outgunned. 

Dennis Jay Santos, PDI Min- 
danao Bureau 


Play golf “9 Unwind in a spa ¿$? Work out “$ Dine on East-West cuisine 
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^ Shop and play /$* Experience it all in а resort-in-the-city that is your home $t 


The newest phase of 
The Residential Resort at Newport City 
The Metro's First and Only Luxury Resort Residences 


2 gi gi eL gt a 


Gozar Street, Newport City, Pasay City 


Where you ean experience five-star luxury any time of day 


level playground for golf aficionados. Tee off in the 
Here, 350 elegantly appointed rooms are matched by busines 


en. Non-golfers can enjoy front-row 
‘centers and luxurious leisure amenities. 


Where you can umvind amid top-notch therapeutic facilities, 
a modern Fitness Center... 


heat and exercise pools and aromatherapy and massage rooms. 


and a themed Dining, Shopping and Entertainment Complex. 


The wok 


first-rate amenities including a gym, adult and child 


Explore a streetscape of internatiohal restaurants, stylish boutiques and alfresco cafés 
pools, tennis and badminton courts and landscaped 


with live performances—all within walking distance from home. 
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At Sarasota, discover the privileges of living close to nature 
in а Mediterrancan-style resort setting inspired by Lake Las Vegas 


‘Choose from an executive studio, 1-bedroom ог 2-bedroom 
ome, with wide windows and balconies 
d f. a , »c elegant, carth-toned residential buiklings are no more 
}менролсу-› | cm ; 7 th 9 stories high, so air сап flow freely. Each building boasts 
i р н. 1 its savn lobby and ample basement parking, Aside from a guarded 
Loue i trance gate, а tree-lined perimeter fence encloses the entire 
і munity. The interior roads are wide and made safe 
[тив masimuvmar RESORT fou children, 
3 Newport City 11 


> Vd the homes are clustered around the play amenities, 
oss f Jer Г imaking it easy for neighbors to get together at the lap pool, 
ating green, fitness station or tennis court. Or at the 
and the aviary with benches, Children, too, 
enjoy hours of fun in their own pool and play areas. 


2-bedroom unit 
Join us on May 28, Sunday, NP = lores low as 
9 AM to 5 PM, at the Newport Ску , P23,000 


* amonth. 
Grand Showroom. 5 


Exclusive Marketing Arn. 


Newport City Information Centre, Newport City, Pasay City, Metro Manila, Philippines 


(632) 855-7580 * 855-7583 • 855-7594 * 855-7586 Megaworld Newport 


For Announcement Purposes Only Property Holdings, Inc. 
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Five dead in QC fire 


BBinay:Pmnot В 5 Саісесап 


RAYMOND 
Amurao with 
mother Janet 


ByD] Yap 


A FIVEYEAR-OLD GIRL AND HER 
one-year-old brother perished along 
with their parents and nanny in a 
three-hour fire that struck their town- 
house in Quezon City early yesterday. 

The fire that hit 50 Miami Town- 
house on Don Jose St., Barangay Sto. 
Domingo broke out at a little past 2 
am. 

When the blaze was finally put out, 


the bodies of the girl identified as 
Snow and her brother Sky, their par- 
ents Johnson, 34, and Pinpin Dy, 33, 
and nanny Vicky Torrecampo, 50, 
were found inside the bedroom, fire 
officials said. 

The fire started at the second floor 
of the three-story structure, quickly 
spreading to the rest of the house, ac- 
cording to Bureau of Fire Protection- 
Quezon City clerk John Alec de 
Veyra. 


The Dys and the nanny were sleep- 
ing when the blaze struck. They were 
likely trapped inside the bedroom 
and were unable to escape because of 
the smoke, arson investigators said. 

Reaching the fourth alarm, the fire 
was put out at 5:19 a.m., De Veyra 
said. The cause of the blaze had not 
yet been established. 

Fire oficials could not immediate- 
ly give an estimate of the damages. 

With Melissa de Quiros 


Cops looking for 2 kidnap victims 


By Melissa de Quiros 


POLICEMEN ARE STILL LOOKING 
for two women abducted on Monday 
by three persons who introduced them- 
selves as policemen near a mall in Que- 
zon City, A third victim, a man, man- 
aged to free himself and ran away. 

Emil Benedicto, 23; Gianima, 20; 
and Almira Bilao, 23, all residents of 
Caloocan City, were walking on the 
North Edsa footbridge near SM City 
at around 5:30 p.m. Monday when 
three armed men in civilian clothes 
approached them. 

Investigator SPO1 Felipe Tumibay 


said the men grabbed Benedicto's 
hands and accused him of being a 
“snatcher.” 


Handcuffed 

Upon reaching the Paramount 
building, the suspects allegedly hand- 
cuffed “Benedicto апі forcibly 
dragged Gianima and Almira with 
them. 

But Benedicto managed to escape 
when bystanders came to assist them. 
He sustained a wound on his eyebrow 
when one of the suspects punched 
him during the struggle. The abduc- 
tors also took his wallet which had 


P500 inside, police said. With the two 
‘women, the suspects quickly boarded 
a taxi with plate number TVY 138, 
which sped off toward the direction 
of Cubao, police said. 


Missed flight 

Gianima was scheduled to fly to 
Kuwait as a domestic helper that day, 
but because of the incident, she was 
unable to make the flight, Tumibay 
said. 

He added that the kidnappers 
might have intended to stop Gianima 
from leaving. "The motive could be 
personal," the policeman said. 
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introducing, the Drive Your Dream Auto Loan FREE Emergency Care Package! 


BPI Family Savings Bank cares about your safety 


and peace of mind. That's wi 


hy if you get a Drive Your Dream Auto Loan from April 1, 2006 onwards, you can drive with Confidence - no 


matter what happens on the road. Only BPI Family will give you an unmatched package of free services from the Ibero Asistencia Group that you can enjoy for the duration of your loan. 


“Towing services 

ҖЫЙ Free with value up to 
Р 4000 in case of 
vehicle breakdown 


n BPI FAMILY SAVINGS BANK. 


Get startad ore ботоат 


So if you want a worry-free driving experience, get a Drive Your Dream Auto Loan. 


On-site car repairs 


Hotel stay 


Engine jumpstart, batey fgg ifthe vehicle can't be repaired — e: 


boost, tre change, gasoline = 
delivery car lock-out. 


‘To got your dream loan today, visit any BPI or BPI F 
ssonline.com or text AUTO<space>your full 
"AUTO Manny Gomez 8456777 Makati City" and send it to 0917-89100-00. 


You can also log on to wwwbpies 
example: 


the same day, you are covered 
for hotel expenses up to P1000 
fora maximum of 2 nights. 


Transport to destination 
Ifthe vehicle can't be repaired 
within 48 hours, you will be 
provided alternate means of 
transportation. 


amily Savings Bank branch or Express Banking Center near you 
namecspace»your landline number<space>city or province 


For more information, 


IBERO caltihe beo Holine at 7522274 or 7514041. 
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Emergency Care Paclgel 


By Nancy C. Carvajal. 


AROUND 100 WOMEN, INCLUD- 
ing a minor, were arrested in a 
raid conducted by health and po- 
lice officials on Tuesday on sever- 
al establishments in Caloocan 
City which were allegedly being 
used as fronts for prostitution. 
Raided were the RBB 
Videoke Bar, STI Disco, Lady L 


Echiverri. 


Videoke Bar, Working Hide- 
away and From North Disco lo- 
cated on 3rd Avenue, 
Grace Park. 

“We have received complaints 
that lewd shows and illegal acts 
were going on in some bars in the 
area,” said Russel Ramirez, the 
secretary of City Mayor Enrico 


He added that the team which 
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METRO 
5 suspected vice dens raided 


conducted the raid 


East 


permit. 


that some of the establishments 
were found to be violating some 
city regulations like the building 
code and fire regulations while 
some were operating without a 


"They would be investigated 
before they would be charged 
with violation of city ordinance 
and we would recommend that 


discovered their establishments be closed," 
Ramirez said. 

He added that the owner of the 
bar where a minor was found to 
be working as a guest relation of- 
ficer would be charged with the 
child abuse act. 

On the other hand, the other 
women who fail to show work- 
ing permits would also be 
charged. 


Sick of rumor, Not a safe place for bad guys 


‘but quite well 


By Tarra V. Quismundo 


"TF THEY CAN SHOW PROOF THAT 1 WENT 
to a hospital and sought treatment, ГЇ jump 
ош of this window,” 
Makati Mayor Jejo- 
mar Binay told the 
Tnoumer the other 
day during an inter- 
view in his office at 
the 21st floor of City 
Hall. 

Fora man who, ac- 
cording to circulating 
text messages and 
the rumor mill is 
gravely ill, the 63- 
year-old Binay keeps. 
a punishing sched- 
ule. 

He works 18 hours a day, plays badminton 
for one-and-a-half hours three times a week, 
lifts weights twice a week and goes on daily 
morning walks around his city. 

In fact, he told the Ingumer, he had never 
been sidelined by a serious illness throughout 
his 20 years of public service. The only times 
he had to go on leave were when he was re- 
covering from the flu, he added. 

То keep himself fit, Binay said he eats only 
fish and vegetables and takes multivitamins, 
especially Vitamin C. He added that he 
stopped smoking in 1971 and drinks only dur- 
ing social gatherings. 

According to the rumors, the mayor has 
been undergoing regular dialysis for his kid- 
ney. Binay also laughed off reports that he 
was suffering from lupus, the same disease 
that plagued deposed strongman Ferdinand 
Marcos, by turning the body's immune system 

+ against the organs, tissues, and bodily sys- 
tems itis supposed to protect. 

"Its all about politics. Malacafiang is be- 
hind all of this. It was the same issue they 
raised against me in 2004, and they're just re- 
viving it,” said Binay, who also heads the Unit- 

{ ed Opposition, a coalition of anti-government 
figures and groups calling on President Maca- 

+ pagal-Arroyo to step down from office. 

"They cannot think of anything else. I think 
they did a survey that showed that one of the 

2 best ways to dissuade people from voting fora 
candidate was to say he was sick. Who would 

7 want to vote for somebody who's ill?" added 

{the mayor who is a regular fixture in many an- 
ti-GMA rallies in his city. 

Based on recent news reports, Ms Arroyo 
and her husband allegedly convinced Sen. 

1 Lito Lapid to run against Binay in the 2007 lo- 

{eal elections. This was confirmed by Lapid 
himself, although in a radio interview earlier 
this week, he stressed that it was his decision 

+ torun against Binay. 

‘The mayor blamed the rumors on his politi- 
cal opponents whom he said used his trips to 

, the United States last year to fuel talk about 
his health. Binay explained that he was in the 
US for three weeks in November to be with his 
wife, Elenita, who had knee surgery in Los 
Angeles. He left again in December to be with 
his family for Christmas and New Year, as his 
wife was still recovering from the operation. 

"They put those stories together and said 1 
went on leave to get treatment,” said Binay. 
“Those who started these rumors belong to 
the same group that spread rumors about my 
health in the 2004 elections.” 


| 
BINAY:Who's ill? 
Mort. 


By Jocelyn R. Uy and Margaux C. Ortiz 


CRIMINALS LOOKING OUT FOR PREY ON 
the streets of Metro Manila, beware. 

Over 70 persons accused of various crimes 
have been arrested so far this week in line 
with security measures being implemented by 
the police for the opening of classes next 
month. 

Ten of the suspects were nabbed by opera- 
tives of the National Capital Region Police Of- 
fice while 62 others were arrested in Manila 
as part of the Manila Police District's “Oplan 
Balik Paaralan” project. 

According to Supt. Sotero Ramos Jr., chief 
of the NCRPO Regional Intelligence Special 
Operations Office (RISOO), the week-long 
anti-crime operations were aimed at getting 
тій of persons who could prey on students 
when they troop back to school in June. 

Those arrested by the NCRPO had been is- 
sued warrants of arrest in courts in Metro 
Manila and Laguna province for various of- 
fenses. Seven of them were identified as Ger- 
ту Custodio, Joner Daquegan, lan Sioson, 
Darby Reyes, Ferdinand Marquez, Christo- 
pher Pineda, Raul Regaspi. They all face 
charges of robbery, said Ramos. 


Two other suspects, Lester Jalocon and 
Mario Velasquez, were arrested for violation 
of Batas Pambansa 6 or illegal possession of 
deadly weapons. Both were allegedly mem- 
bers of the “Laglag Barya Gang." 

Police also arrested Bernardo Mendez in 
Calamba City, Laguna, for a murder case filed 
at the Quezon City Regional Trial Court 
Branch 224. 

The MPD, meanwhile, said it picked up 62 
suspected street criminals this week in line 
with its “Oplan Balik Paaralan” project. 

MPD director Chief Supt. Pedro Bulaong 
had earlier instructed all station command 
units to intensify their anti-crime operations 
to ensure the safety of thousands of students 
returning to their classes in a few weeks, 

‘The MPD has deployed a number of plain- 
clothes and uniformed policemen near uni- 
versities and schools to monitor and appre- 
hend petty criminals such as snatchers and 
robbers. 

MPD Criminal Investigation and Detection 
Unit (CIDU) chief Romulo Sapitula had earli- 
ег said that the police would be setting up as- 
sistance centers at the University Belt, Mendi- 
ola and Taft Avenue to provide help to stu- 
dents in the next few weeks. 


AMURAO (far left) and a team from the Philippine Science High School, which also won third 


place in the Intel science fair, are all smiles after the awarding ceremony. 
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A winner against all odds 


By Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 


FILIPINO STUDENTS MAY HAVE THE 
SKILLS, but our schools still lack the re- 
sources. 

"If we talk about skills, we are catching u 
Raymond Joseph Amurao, the 16-year-old 
Marikina City student who placed third in the 
recent Intel International Science and Engi- 
neering Fair in Indiana, USA told the INQUIR- 
ER. 

“But our schools still lack resources, espe- 
cially compared to schools in already devel- 
oped countries,” added Raymond, who had 
just graduated in March from the Marikina 
City Science High School, said. 

‘The grand winner in the zoology category 
where Raymond won third place came from 
Taiwan. There were also many winners from 
the United States, while only two of the six 
projects from the Philippines won awards. 

The teenager, who is planning to take up a 
chemistry course in college, won third place 
for his work titled "Biofuel and Soaps from 
Janitor Fish Oil.” 

‘The other Filipino winners were three stu- 
dents from the Philippine Science High 
‘School who won third place in the team cate- 
gory for their work titled "Elastomeric Grating 


for Wavelength Switching in Optical Commu- 
nication Systems. 

Raymond and his mother, Janet Amurao— 
his chemistry teacher in high schoo! who also 
served as his coach — discovered that the jan- 
itor fish could produce significant volumes of 
ой whose fuel value was comparable to coco- 
diesel, now being promoted by the govern- 
ment as an alternative fuel. The award has in- 
spired Raymond to continue working on the 
project and train younger students to conduct. 
more tests. 

“The project still needs a lot of improve- 
ment. I will try my best to continue the project. 
because of its big impact on the environment 
and the economy,” Raymond said, 

His dream is to finally test the fish oil in ve- 
hicles. His winning project was only based оп 
laboratory results and analyses showing that 
the fuel value of the extracted oil was similar 
to that of commercial diesel. It has not been 
tested on any equipment. 

"We will send a proposal to the city govern- 
ment to test the ой on engines. We want this 
to be a livelihood for residents in the city" 
Raymond added. Fishermen around the 
Marikina River had regarded the fish as pests 
since they multiply quickly, depriving other 
fish of food and space. 


ALLOWING JOURNALISTS THE 
special privilege of carrying guns 
for their protection solves only 
half of the problem. They should 
be taught not only how to use a 
gun but also how to become re- 
sponsible firearm holders. 

‘The Philippine National Police 
(PNP), which gives out firearm li- 
censes, should be able to derer- 
mine who are legitimate journal- 
ists from what Justice Secretary 
Raul Gonzalez calls "hao siao” 
‘writers or poseurs. 

Many persons pose as reporters 
to extort from government em- 
ployees or private individuals. 
Some of these poseurs were listed 
as journalists killed in line of duty. 

1 agree with Gonzalez who said 
not all journalists were killed in 
connection with their profession. 
Some of them were killed because 
of a business deal gone sour or for 
personal reasons. 

For example, the reported jour- 
паи from Surigao who was 
gunned down in Manila was also 
working as an agent of the Bureau 


of Internal Revenue (BIR). Which 
was the reason for his killing: his 
being a journalist or his being a 
govemment agent? 

Here's an addendum to the use 
of a firearm: If a person doesnt 
know how to use a gun, its better 
for him not to have a gun агай. 


“1 just wanted to have fun with 
friends,” said Presidential Com- 
mission on Good Government 
Commissioner Ricardo Abcede on 
why he invited former First Lady 
Imelda Marcos to his birthday par- 
ty celebration on May 12. 

1 can't find a more stupid 
reason than Abcede's state- 
ment. He probably still had a 
hangover from the birthday 


A very absurd statement by a PCGG exec 


celebration when he said that. 
Why would Imelda Marcos be 
invited to a party of a PCGG offi- 
cial whose office is about to divest 
her of some of her ill-gotten 


‘wealth? 


Probably the PCGG compro- 
mise with the Marcoses is already 
a done deal and that birthday par- 
зу sort of closed the deal 


agency. 


perks and privileges 


Thats the reason why 


stantial amounts of 


From the time it was set up dur- 
ing the revolutionary government 
of President Aquino, the PCGG 
was already perceived as a corrupt. 


is officials enjoyed immense 


Questered corporations. Even the 
sons and daughters of PCGG offi- 
Ча allegedly enjoyed the same 
benefits accorded their parents 


many years of existence, the 
РОСС has not confiscated sub- 


‘wealth from the Marcoses. 
How could the PCGG do its job 
when its officials are allegedly be- 


ing dined, wined and "womened" 
by owners of sequestered property 
and wealth? 

1 visited Ronaldo Зей" Quesa- 
da, the completely crippled man 
sentenced recently to Ме impris- 
‘onment for rape by a Bulacan 
Judge, at the provincial ай in Mal- 
olos. 1 asked him his reaction to 
the impossible verdict. “I hope 1 
die soon. | can't take this any- 
more," said Jeff 

How could a quadriplegic— 
опе who can’t move both hands 
and both feet and who can't leave 
his wheelchair-—commit rape? 

hope Judge Andres B. Soriano 
isable tosleep at night. 

How could Judge Soriano 
believed the allegation of the 
complainant that Jeff's cousin, 
Iza Ocampo, helped in the 
commission of the alleged 
crime by helping him commit 
the act? Judge Soriano should 
have used his common sense. 
Ordoes he have any? 


fom se- 


despite its 


ill-gotten 


à 
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METROBRIEFS 
‘Two inmates killed 


TWO inmates at the San Juan Municipal Jail were killed yesterday when one 
cof them allegedly smashed the head of the other with a piece of wood before 
ending up being mauled to death by the rest of the inmates. The almost 40. 
inmates inside one of the two detention cells at the municipal ja were. 
sleeping at about 3:30 a.m. yesterday when they were awakened by a com- 
motion. They saw Rafael David, 38, repeatedly hitting the head of fellow in- 
mate Delberto dela Cruz, 34, with a four-inch long piece of wood. The other 
inmates allegedly tried to pacify David, but when he turned his ire on them, 
they beat him up. In the end, both David and Dela Cruz were killed, all war- 
беп Chief Insp. Noel Montalvo told the Iucurmen. Montalvo and investigators 
later found out from his relatives and neighbors that David could have been 
suffering from a mental iliness as he had been admitted several times to the 
National Genter for Mental Health. 


Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 


Drunken talk led to arrest 
HIS mouth gave him away. The principal sus- 

pect in the kiling of an agent of the National 

Bureau of Investigation more than a decade NY 

ago was arrested in Caloocan City last week QS 

after he boasted during а drinking spree that 

his exploit had made him “untouchable.” NBI 

acting Director Nestor Mantaring identified 

the suspect as Joselito "Tisoy" Velasco, 41, of 

Centro Street, 9th Avenue, Caloocan City. Ac- 

cording to NBI Deputy Director for Inteli- 

gence Services Edmundo Arugay, an infor- 

mant called the bureau's Counter Intelligence 

Division headed by head agent Regner Pineza 

regarding Velasco's whereabouts. The infor 

mant told investigators that Velasco had bragged that he was invincible be- 
cause he had already killed an NBI agent. Armed with a warrant of arrest for 
homicide issued by Antipolo Regional Trial Court Judge Pablito Rojas, the 
NBI agents arrested Velasco in his house last May 17. Velasco later admit- 
ted that he kiled NBI agent Danilo Pago in 1992 during a heist. The suspect 
said te victim fought back when he and his cohorts tried to rob him inside a 
taxi cab, 


Margaux C. Ortiz 
Teachers’ building to open soon 


DESPITE opposition from environment advocates, local government and 
School officials in Manila will push through with the inauguration of a build- 
ing for teachers inside the Arroceros Forest Park on June 20. The event will 
be part of a series of activities to be conducted by the city government to 
mark Manila's 435th foundation day on June 24. However, the park, which 
has been renamed the People's Botanical Park, will remain closed to the 
public even after the inauguration. "We have yet to complete the beautifica- 
tion and cleaning process before we allow people to frequent the park," sald 
Ma. Luisa Quinones, Division of City Schools superintendent. Winner Foun- 
dation, the park caretaker, has Sued the city government for constructing 
the building, 

Tina G. Santos 


More freedom parks 
EVEN without a permit, militant groups and other cause-oriented organiza- 
tions can freely gather and express their sentiments in two more freedom 
parks in Makati. City Hall anounced yesterday that the City Council has 
passed a resolution declaring as freedom parks the parking area in front of 
the Makati Central Fire Station on Ayala Avenue extension comer Malugay 
‘Street and the adjacent park on the corner of Gil Puyat and Ayala Avenues. 
Tarra V.Quismundo 


Bring your own food 
BRING your own “baon.” (packed lunch). Pasay City health officials offered 
this advice to students the other day in preparation for their return to school 
next month, According to the City Health Office, by bringing their own food, 
they will be protected from food-borne diseases like cholera and typhoid 
fever. Children often get sick from the food they buy from sidewalk ver 
dors. We suggest that the parents find the time to prepare their childrens 
food.” Nei Sabino, a sanitation inspector, told the liounen. The city’s 15 
sanitation inspectors wil be fielded starting next week to the more than 20 
public and private schools in the city to check on food stalls put up near the 
schools, Sabino said. 

Jocelyn R. Uy. 


Floral art workshop 

A SEMINAR-WORKSHOP on flower arrangements for special occasions. 
‘with Ikebana teacher Serapion Metilla is ongoing until May 28 from 1 to 6 
pom. at the Metts Plant rts, King Louis Garden Center, Manila Seedling 
Bank, located at the corner of Edsa and Quezon Avenue. All materials wil be 
provided including pruning scissors, vases, lowers, foliage floral foam 
Wires, tapes, ribbons and snacks. Senior citizens will be given a 10 percent 
discount. For more details, сай 9394593, 4352479 or 0917-8321352. 


They want bail, too 


By Edson C. Tandoc Jr. His lawyers have also submit- 
ted their memorandums and for- 
mal offers of exhibits to justify his 
application. 

The prosecution presented at 
east 10 witnesses during the bail 
hearings, including policemen 
who testified they saw Roldan in 
the safe houses where the boy 
was brought, and the boy's moth- 
er who claimed she had negotiat- 
ed with Roldan for her son's re- 
lease. 

The prosecution also present- 
ed two cell phones and SIM cards, 
used in the negotiations as re- 
flected in the phone of the boy's 
mother, which the police said 
they had recovered in Roldan’s 
house in Quezon City when he 
as arrested last year. 

The defense has presented on- 
ly two witnesses to support the 
bail application. San Andres and 
Orcajada said they never saw 
Roldan nor did they hear his 
name during the almost two 
weeks the kidnap victim was with 
them. They instead pointed at ac- 
cused Octavio Garces and suspect 
turned state witness Alberto Pag- 
danganan as the masterminds. 

Garces, who had tagged 
Roldan in his statements to the 
police, had also filed а motion for 
bail during the start of the hear- 
ings last year. He did not present. 
any witnesses to support his ap- 
plication. Roldan, San Andres 
and his wife Rowena, Orcajada 
and Domingo are detained at the 
Pasig City Jail while Garces is de- 
tained at the Philippine National 
Police Custodial Service. 

Suzette Wang, Roldan’s al- 
leged girlfriend, also alleged as 
‘mastermind, remains at large. 


FOLLOWING THE EXAMPLE OF 
their alleged leader, actor and 
former Quezon City Rep. Dennis 
Roldan, the four co-accused in 
the kidnapping of a boy in Pasig 
City last year, have also filed their 
own applications for bail. 

Unlike Roldan, however, the 
four—Romeo Orcajada, Adrian 
Domingo, Noel San Andres and 
his wife Rowena—did not pre- 
sent their own set of witnesses to 
justify their applications. Instead, 
they asked the Pasig City Region- 
al Trial Court Branch 261 to 
adopt the evidence presented 
during the bail hearings for 
Roldan. 

Judge Agnes Reyes-Carpio, 
meanwhile, ordered  Orcajada 
and Domingo to submit their 
memorandums before their ар- 
plications could be considered 
submitted for resolution. 

However, she junked the *man- 
ifestation" of San Andres and his 
wife Rowena, who is expected to 
give birth any time. 

The request, which lawyer 
Dodjie Encinas filed only three 
days ago, was in the form of a 
"manifestation" instead of a for- 
mal motion. 

Kidnapping is non-bailable but 
Roldan and his four fellow ac- 
cused said that the evidence 
against them was weak. 

Roldan, whose real name is 
Mitchell Gumabao, is accused of 
masterminding the kidnapping of 
а 3-year-old Chinese-Filipino boy 
last year. He had already filed his 
‘own application for bail and the 
motion is expected to be resolved 
next month, 
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100 feared dead in Thai flash floods Bombs 


PM Thaksin blames devastation on illegal logging in the region kill 25 in 
onana MNT CONS TES axe Baghdad 


Beer e ose Te d BAGHDAD--BOMBS KILLED AT 
еуро б> >] MUT PE 1 least 25 people ín Baghdad on 
Killed in floods and mudsides. E г: , t 3 Tuesday, police said, in separate 

“One hundred dead is our pre- HNS я uec attacks that underlined the secu- 
liminary estimate, but we are still Е: a i Teepe EE 
ааа A bomb hidden în a motorcycle 
оре e tarde he exploded outside a Shite mosque 
province of Uttaradit, told AFR а Ue re 

Mudslides blocked roads to nd ch the реор! 

Lab Lae district, where many of ey ee a 
ошын и eae empty so the target was unclear 
tan Dried os the imod th the in the blast, which also wounded 
mountainous region, he said. ae poe А Е 

Up to two meters of water still Soe ree 
covered the streets in parts of the peser for 
province, he added. 

So far 30 bodies had been oe nete 
TUO пов ы кы жы өн Shiite east Baghdad which took the 
that covered roads and homes, Sene зае ео 
while 77 people were reported жи. 
missing and feared dead, the di LM. ра es dd 
DOR uq pie 4 another bomb kiled at least four 
dead and missing are likely to ^ E х РЕВ É : AS ы, ГЕ пеша аа nine at a 
rise,” a disaster official told АЕР. d - $ У ie ^ RA Pine миш Nuit al Malle, 

The nearby provinces of Nan, <f = |, 2t: < is us who is trying to fill the interior 
Phrae, Lampang and Sukhothai Ret Ati d cc Tn > 3 А. Бету нана some. 
were also hit by the floods after E S xs p v A E Е ңы я pet же = 
unusually eariy monsoon tains 23 заб. Papier = avr re Š SAAS nounced last week, told Iraqi tele- 
drenched northern Thailand at N E p - & Ze. nx ba аран to mihak thè 
the weekend. s ee Hem 

ons 11200 people ave bem irons g M ere " names to parliament on Saturday. 


vis Political sources said the main 
evacuated, while more than THAlrescuerssift through the debris in search for bodies of flash flood victims in Uttaradit province, northern Thailand, May 24. Shiite and Sunni Arab alliances 


75,000 have suffered damage. had been exchanging names of 
thertotheirhomesortheirfarms, brought to Bangkok, the State wait until itrecedesso месапте- tary and police to send heavy have tried to solve the problem. their candidates. The Sunni Iraqi 
the disaster agency said. Railway of Thailand said. pair the tracks" Monthskarn equipment to help clear roads We did manage to arrest a few Accordance Front denied media 
At least 168 homes were de- But services on lines running said. and vowed government aid for people recently,” he told re- reports the new culture minister 
stroyed in the floods, while 25 north from Bangkok to the city Prime Minister Thaksin Shi- the flooded region. porters. from their bloc had already quit. 
schools, temples or government of Chiang Mai were suspended nawatra inspected relief efforts Thaksin also blamed the dev- Thaksin made the trip just one Май, a tough-talking Shiite Is- 
buildings were damaged, it for a second day, railways Wednesday, touring one inun- astation in part on illegal log- day after he formally returned to — lamist, has vowed to use “maximum 
added. spokesperson MonthskarnSrivi- dated school and flying over the ging in the region, where clear- office. Seven weeks ago, he force” to wipe out Sunni insurgents 
Some 1,000 people who had Jasa said. flood-hit provinces by heli- cutting has left many hillsides stepped aside in the wake of fighting to topple Iraq's US-backed 
been stranded at the Den Chai "Тһе floods have inundated copter. barren. street protests and a controver- leaders. He has also opened a door 
train station in Phrae province the rail lines inthenorth and the Before leaving Bangkok, “There is frequently illegal log- sial election that has since been to negotiations with those willing to 
were rescued late Tuesday and water is still high. We have to said he had authorized the mili- ging in that area and officials invalidated bythecourts. АЕР join the political process. — Reuters 


Pope to trace predecessor's footsteps in Poland [= ы il 


VATICANCITY—POPEBENEDICT countries like Poland, Spain and Glemp has said the visit will im- out for an open air Mass which 
XVI will walk in his predecessors Italy to help turn back a tide of prove relations between the two Benedict will celebrate on Fri- 
footsteps on Thursday when he secularism seen as swamping peoples, still with wounds toheal day in Warsaw's Pilsudski 
begins а four-day trip to Poland, Christianity. afterHitler’sinvasion of Poland in Square. 
homeland of John Paul П and a Тһе world now knows that September 1939. The Pope will then travel to 
European bastion of fervent Ro- Benedict—simply Joseph Benedict's visit to Auschwitz- Czestochowa іп — southern 
‘man Catholicism. Ratzinger, archbishop of Munich Birkenau, on the outskirts of the Poland, home to the icon of the 
More than just a prayerful when he accompanied John Paul southern Polish town of Oswiec- Black Madonna and a favorite 
homage to his beloved mentor, П to фе camp in 1979—was an іт, will be “a very important visit place of pilgrimage for Poland's 
the German Pontiffs second for- unwilling member ofHitler Youth for relations between Catholics Catholics, including his prede- 
eign visit as pope will take опа аза 14-year-old and later an anti- and Jews,” and a continuation of cessor. 
huge personal significance when aircraft gunner, before deserting the reconciliation begun by John On Saturday, Benedict will 
he visits the Nazi death camp at фе German army. Paul, Poland's President Lech visit the town of Wadowice, 
Auschwitz on Sunday, in what Ас the time, his predecessor, Kaczynski said. where his predecessor was born 
many expect will be the emotion- the former Karol Wojtyla, wasal- Kaczynski said the visit would Karol Wojtyla in May 1920; 
al highlight of his trip. ready a young seminarian, clan- also be “a tribute to the victims of Kalwaria Zebrydowska, where 
Much as John Paul—revered аѕ destinely exercising his spiritual а totalitarian system created by the young Wojtyla used to pray 
a saint in Poland—would have vocation under the noses of the Germans, particularly to the with his father, and then 
been expected to do, Benedict is Poland's Nazi occupiers. victims of the Holocaust.” Krakow, the city where Wojtyla 
likely to use the trip to call on Now, a year after John Paul Ifs Scheduled to fly to Poland on was ordained and served as 
Poles to bolster opposition to death, Benedict's visit is being Thursday the 79-year-old Bene- archbishop before his election 
growing secularism in Europe seen as an instrument which dictisexpected to make six public as pope in 1978. 
and block social reforms per- could help to heal old wounds be- appearances during his four-day Оп Sunday, Benedict will cele 
ceived as damaging to the family, tween Poland and Germany, 61 visit, only hissecond overseas trip brate his second huge Mass at the 
held by the Vatican to be society's years after the end of World War since he was elected pope ол Blonia esplanade in Krakow, be- x 
bedrock. Mwhich bitterly divided the Euro- April 19 last year. fore going to Auschwitz-Birke- EG ja 4^ VI 
The Vatican is pinning its pean neighbors. Hundreds of thousands of de- nau, the Nazis biggest and most PEOPLEare reflected in a poster announcing the visit of Pope 
hopes on traditionally Catholic Polish primate Cardinal Jozef vout Poles are expected to turn cruellyefficient death camp. АЕР Benedict XVI to Warsaw Tuesday, May 23. 
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20 TEE PT Mutant mice might challenge heredity laws 


KINSHASA—The Democratic Republic of Congo said on Wednesday it had кро 
dues co ч angi RU PARIS—MUTANT MICE WITH code for making life—and helps mal Kit genes—yet, remarkably Тһе mutant version of Kit pro 


spotty tails have thrown down  makeproteins,thestuffoflfeiself they also had the white spots. In duces unexpectedly large num- 
Areangiasuspetd coup plat ahead [сїт опевао uy 30. | е рашт to assumptions A team led by Minoo Ras- addiion, the white spos were bers of abeant sized mesen- 
ad. They say they were working for the company bot our information sug- about heredity. soulzadegan of the National In- transmitted to the next generation ger" RNA, she found. In addition, 
{gests they had other intentions.” government spokesperson Henri Mova. Experiments by French re- stitute of Health and Medical of mice, even though these ro- the sperm of mutant mice also, 
Sakanyi told Reuters. "They wanted to destabilize the institutions of the searchers suggest that RNA, until Research (Inserm) engineered dentstoohadthenormal genes. surprisingly, was found to have 
оошту, that means a coup ает. There are Nigerians, Americans and | TOW seen as a workhorse laboratory miceso thattheyhad Ном could this have hap- accumulations of RNA. Е 
South Africans. They will be tried in court," he said. Reuters | molecule in animals, сап stealthi- variation ina gene called Kit. — pened?Underthelawsofinher- Intrigued by this, her team in- 

sj X = ly transport genetic instructions This variation gave the mice itance, setdown inthe 19th cen- jected RNA from mutant cells into 
Bird flu spreads in Romania from one generation tothenext. white spots on their tails. The tury by Austrian monk Gregor normal embryos—and, presto, 
BUCHAREST—Romania's agriculture minister urged Bucharest residents RNA, or ribonucleic acid, іза micehadamutantversionanda Mendel, offspring can only get spotted-tail mice wereborn. Ț7 
not to panic Tuesday after the bird flu virus surfaced in 44 locations, includ- single-strand molecule that normal version in the two copies the genetic code exactly as itis Тһе hypothesis is that RNA is 
Ing two in the capital, since reappearing here 10 days ago. Possible contam- holds genetic code in certain of their Kit gene. handed on from their parents. carried in the mouse's sperm, 
ination in around 30 other locations, Including one in Bucharest, has been viruses, such as those that cause The scientists then crossed By allrights, ifthe mice both had апа at fertilization it “silences” 
Identified over the last 24 hours. Before this wave of new cases, bird flu had influenza and AIDS. these mice with others with nor- normal Kit genes, their tails should the activity of the normal Kit 
been confirmed in over 60 villages in Romania since October. Agriculture Among animals, though, its job mal Kit genes. have been reassuringly spotless. gene. This happens not only in 
Minister Gheorghe Flutur told residents in the capital “not to give in to pan- is far more modest. It transfers in- ОҒ the mice that were bom, — Rassoulzadegan suggests the the offspring but in subsequent 
ic," and called on district mayors to "deal with this crisis responsibly." AFP | formation from DNA—the famous some had both copies of the nor- answer to this mystery liesinRNA. generations too. AFP 


60 Taliban rebels killed in Afghan battle 


KABUL— About 60 Taliban fighters and four Afghan government soldiers P . . P . 
Mare kiled та ваце т 1e southern province ot Uruzgan, апентадеу (JG & te b ks job ficat ft ts 
aporta on Wednesday Те comera nir e Ania etu. enate backs job veriiication tor immigran 
Сап. aed bet шпа оп Patan basea Alpman WASHINGTON—THE SENATE rized toworkinthe United States. pin ofthe curent immigration leg- es within 18 -months oner 
тре ров ог азо The general was not immediately available for comment, voted Tuesday to require employ- Those job applicants deter- islation because it is designed to Congress appropriates the money 
Tan interior Ministry spokesperson in Kabul said he had heard 10 Taliban ^ erStousea vast new employment mined to beillegal would have to deter illegal immigration by mak- forit. d 
жеге kiled In the battle on the outskirts of the Uruzgan provincial capital, verification system that would al- be fired. The measure, approved ing it extremely difficult forundoc- Critics say the legislation woul! 
Tirin Kot. "Heuters low businesses to distinguish be- 58-40, is included in a bill that umented immigrantsto find work. increase the burdens on asylum 
n А К tween legal and illegal workers. — would legalize the vast majority Without such a provision, sen- scekers, eliminate federal review 
Aziz tesi s in Saddam trial Employers would be required to of the nation’s illegal immigrants, ators say, USbusinesseswouldre- of deportation orders and allow 
BAGHDAD—Former Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister Tareq Aziz took the stand емет the Social Security numbers which is expected to pass the Sen- main a powerful magnet for mil- asylum seekers to be deported 
to testify for Saddam Hussein as the ousted president's trial resumed оп or immigrant identification num- ate later this week. lions of illegal immigrants. The even while their claims were under 
Wednesday. Aziz, whose family earlier this year said he was seriously li, bers of all job applicants, including Тһе new requirements would legislation calls for creating docu- review by federal courts. 
looked tired as he testified in the courtroom In Baghdad's heavily fortified citizens, into the computerized sys- result in a broad operational shift ments that would be resistant to Difficult negotiations lie ahead 
Green Zone where Saddam and his seven co- defendants are standing vial. tem, which would be created by for employers who have relied al- counterfeiting for legal immi- between the Senate and House. 
Aziz is not among those accused. Seeking to turn the tables in the tral thatthe Department of Homeland Se- most entirely on the collection of grants and stiff fines for viola- where many Republicans strong 
{got under way in October, Aziz sald current government officals should be curity. The system would notify identity documents to determine tions by employers. It requires ly oppose legalization of illegal 
in the dock instead, accusing one of the now ruling Shi'te parties of having ^ businesses within three days the legal status of their workers. the verificationsystem tobeoper- immigrants. New York Times 
tried to kil him and Saddam in the 19805. Reuters whether the applicant was autho- ‘The measure is considered a linch- ational and in use by all business- News Service 
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Bin Laden admits 
masterminding 9/11 


Says Moussaoui had no role in the attacks 


PARIS—OSAMA BIN fore, “but he may feel a need to 


i : say it again as part of his continu- 
Laden said he master Оѕата Ып Миһатта ins propaganda campaign,” the 
minded the Sept. 11 at- official said. 

E А US judge this month formally 
tacks and that convict: Maud MONIOK Io ME Seid 
ed Frenchman Zacarias оплете without parole for his role 

n inthe Sept. 11 conspiracy, after a ju- 
Moussaoui had no part peer Sa iium j 
in them, according to The jury ruled on May 3 that 
an audio recording re- ат eitis repere 

to authori- 
leased Tuesday. ties about what he knew of al-Qaida 
^1 am responsible for assigning plans to carry out the attacks. 
the roles of the 19 brothers to con- The Bin Laden voice recalled 
duct these conquests and I did not that “Brother Moussaoui" was ar- 
order Zacarias to be with those on rested two weeks before the 9/11 
this mission,” said the voice in the attacks, saying that if he had been 
recording which claimed to be the | linked to those events then the sui- 
terror group leader. cide attackers would have left the 
In Washington, a US official - United States immediately before 
said the intelligence service had their plans were uncovered. 
no reason to doubt the authentic- According to the recording, Bin 


ity of the recording. Б, "m laden also said that prisoners 
отар ee From Usamajbin Muhamm 


от um held at the US base at Guan- 

man of Moroccan origin, is the only B Ad CO CH Ameri tanamo in Cuba "have no links 

man convicted over the Sept. 11, Е " with the events of Sept. 11,” and 

2001 attacks. He was sentenced this THIS IMAGE taken from a website frequently used by Islamic that “many of them have no con- 

month at а court in Alexandria, Vir- militants shows al-Qaida chief Osama bin Laden purportedly saying in nection with al-Qaida in the first ARTIST Jeff Koons’ sculpture “Flowery Balloon. (red)" is seen against the 

inia, to Ме imprisonment. an audio tape May 23 that neither Zacarias Moussaoui— the only place, and even more amazing is backdrop of 7 World Trade Center after the opening of the building in 
"His confession that he was as- person convicted in the US for the Sept. 11 attacks—nor anyone held that some of them oppose al-Qai- lower Manhattan, May23, in New York. It was the last building to be lost 

signed to participate in those raids at Guantanamo had anything to do with the al-Qaida operation. л da's methodology of calling for on Sept. |, 2001, and the first to be rebuilt on the site. т 

is а false confession,” said the У war with America." 

TecordingontheAs-SahabIntemnet А counterterrorism оба! said statement March 27 by Zacarias “Bush and his administration Js 

inre T ийрек Етер е аре Moms шшш ta Bn ат зишет ыш у RIPS SkyCraper near 
‘The message was accompanied and performing technical analysisto Laden ordered him to fly a fifth avoid mentioning it, for reasons 

bya photograph ofBin Laden and determine whetherits authentic. hijacked plane into the White not hidden to the discerning. 

the transcript of his message in “But what I would tell you is House on Sept. 11. ‘Among these reasons is that it is G d Z 

Epid dO eee een Soren TOUNO Лего ODEDS 
No inteligent-pérson:doubrs -son to doubt that itisauthentic,” ressagezimédotshowingthaeBin-m for the massive spending of hun--& , банера дч nun ose 


(е confession) is a result of е | the official said, spealingoncon- Ladenawasrelevanvand-orvopcof»dreds-of-billiont- óh'the"Defense. t d ^N "f Y ^ bi 1 4 

pressure put upon Шш for the“ dition ofanonymiey SR "emer and ove aces LES COOLS ТОГ DUSINESS 

past four and a half years,” the Тһе official said Bin Laden Bin Laden had claimed respon- in their war against the Mu- 

message continued. might have been responding a sibility for the Sept. 11 attack be- jahideen" AFP NEW YORK—A SKY- Em] 
scraper rebuilt from x 


scratch after being 


World powers meet on Iran nuke offer Sess 


Sept. 11, 2001 terror- 
ist attacks here 
LONDON—WORLD POWERS said thecountrieshad to work to- and an assured supply from toppletheTehran government, Opened its doors for 


meetin London on Wednesday to gether to encourage Tehran to abroad of fuel for civilian atomic IAEA chief ElBaradei will hold business Tuesday, to." f G 
discuss a package of incentives halt its nuclear program. plants so Iran would not have to talks with US Secretary of State the sounds of rock ; E 
М 


and threats drafted by European “Obviously we'd like to solve this enrich uranium itself. Condoleezza Rice onthe matter. Singer Lou Reed, who 
countries aimed at defusing a сй. issue peacefully and diplomatically, Enriched uranium can be used “ElBaradei will reiterate ro the 190k the opportunity 
sis over Iran's disputed nuclear and the more the Iranians refuse to as a nuclear fuel, but isalsoa key Americans that Washington 0 ага few political 
program. negotiate in good faith the more componentof atomic weapons. needs to engage Iran directly," jibes 
Senior officials from UN Security countries are beginning to realize The package will also warn of said a senior Vienna diplomat fa- „ The S2-story build- ne 
Council permanent members China, that we must continue to work to- possible sanctions if Iran, the miliar with his thinkingand IAEA 115, 7 World Trade DEVELOPER Larry Silverstein (right) and 
Russia, the United States, France gether,” Bush said at a news confer- world’s fourth-biggest oil produc- operations in Iran. Center, sits on the artist Jeff Koons smile after the unveiling of 
and Britain, plus Germany will ry to ence on Tuesday with Israeli Prime ег refuses the offer. “BUS engagement is ultimately Perimeter of the gap- Koons’ sculpture. ГА 
narrow divisions over how to pro- Minister Ehud Olmert. Diplomats say they would first incomplete since only the UScanre- 128 hole in lower ае d T 
ceed to persuade Tehran to haltis Ви Bush said Iran had so far discuss targeted sanctions, such as soeMiddleFassecuityanduade Manhattan known as Ground e o рр mer a 
‘uranium enrichment work. not shown signs of agreeing. visa bans on officials involved in = issues at the hear of his standoff" 10, where the World Trade Cen- cupetted to De comp xe 
Washington and some western “We're spending a lot of time the nuclear program, before seek- Не said ElBaradei may try ro (675 twin towers, twice as high, TN s have th 
nations suspect Iran's nuclear working with our Russian friends ing ways of curtailing trade deals. impress on Washington that itis О stood. ML vet hi aoe 
program is a cover for efforts to in particular to make it clear to Some EU officials, analysts and unrealistic to demand Iran goes |. Five years on, construction on Poul Rowen cannes ai 
develop an atomic bomb. But the them that Iran is showing no the UN's nuclear watchdog—the back to zero on enrichment work. Ground Zero has barely begun. sien LER. ove. " 
Islamic Republic says it is devel- good faith,” Bush said. International Atomic Energy Iran has said it will not stop its Property developer Larry Sil- rector Of һе Pert ону о 
oping nuclear technology for — British Foreign Minister Mar- Agency (IAEA)—want Washing- nuclear work, even for incentives. venei се мано осе Def e ес dies 
civilian power generation. garet Beckett told parliament on ton to engage with Iran. ‘There isalso discord within the WTCsite, called the inauguration which суч (ле at the inaugu 
Offühiswildiscussanofferof ‘Tuesday: "із фе intention toen- They believe the only way of Security Council permanent of the new building Tuesday “a раза c ш ceu 
incentives and warnings ham- courage Iran to see the nature of enticing Iran back to negotiations members with the United States day of tremendous pride and sat- TÉ атову, ad neighborhood 
mered out by the European the choice that lies before it.” and getting it to stop its sensitive much keener to pursue sanctions _sfaction for me Салону doors 
Union trio. The package is likely to include nuclear work would be a US swiftly if Iran declines the offer GL peli bebe gii Утба зассан 
light- i won ia il B 
US President George W. Bush ал offer of а light-water reactor pledge that it would not try to thanChinaand Russia. Reuters D in redribbonandwimess The test-case, 7 World Trade 
-= the symbolic first revival of the Center, opened with about 30 
5 area, destroyed by two hijacked floors unoccupied. Silverstein, 
Egypt to excavate submerged Roman cit mes Wehr Dem 
RY 4 Ly ‘Ar Ground Zero itself, con- be fully lerby mid-2007, 
struction of the first building, The — After the speeches, several musi- 
CAIRO—THEEGYPTIANAU- mentthatanexcavationteam _—terythatalldatebacktotheRo- ered on the Mediterranean Freedom Tower, which is to rise cians celebrated the opening, includ- 
thorities have given the go had found the ruins of the Ro- man era, the statement said. coastline in 1910. 541 meters, its height reflecting ing Suzanne Vega and New York 
ahead for the underwater explo- mancity35kmeastoftheSuez  Egypt’s Roman era lasted ‘The statement said evidence ihe year of American indepen- icon, singer-songwriter Lou Reed. 
ration of what appearstobea  CanalonEgypt’snorthcoast. from 30 BC to 337 AD. indicated that part of the site dence, began less than a month Reed, performing solo on gui- 
Roman city submerged in ће ‘Archaeologists had found The excavation team also was on the coast and part of it ago. tar, sang his classics "Perfect Day 
Mediterranean,Egyptstopar- ^ buildings bathrooms, ruins ofa found four bridges that be- submerged in the sea. The area ‘The launch of the project had and “Sweet Jane” and peppered 
chaeologist said on Monday. Roman fortress, ancient coins, longed to a submerged castle, marked Egypt's eastern border been mired in heated debate by his act with commentary about 
Zahi Намаз said inastate- bronze vases and pieces of pot- partof which had been discov- duringthe Romanera. Reuters | politicians and financiers. The the heated New York real estate 
project, which will include sever- market and US politics. AFP 


Bush open to Israel's plan to fix Jewish state borders 


WASHINGTON—US PRESIDENT conference that Israel was com- Olmert's plan,” senior Israeli ad- form of fixing Israels borders by соте of negotiations on a final 
George W. Bush held his first mitted tothe US-sponsored peace viser Dov Weissglas told re- 2010 with or without the Pales. status agreement.” 
summit Tuesday with new Israeli “roadmap” aimed at creation of a porters. tinians, following up last years Until the emergence of Hamas, 
Prime Minister Ehud Olmert and Palestinian state but could not — “Wewerevery pleased with the pullout from Gaza with new with- which Washington considers a 
expressed openness to his plan to wait indefinitely for the Hamas- presidents statements over ће drawals from most Israeli settle- terrorist organization, US offi- 
fix the Jewish state's final borders led Palestinians to change. Iranian threat, and extremely ments in the West Bank. cials had consistently warned 1s- 
unilaterally if necessary. Even though the leaders’ state- pleased with those on the conve "Т would сай them bold ideas,” гае! against taking any unilateral 
Bush called the plan“bold”and ments had been carefully coordi- gence plan,” Olmert adviser Assi Bush told reporters Tuesday. “The action that would compromise fi- 
said it could be an “important nated in meetings senior US and Shariv told AFP prime ministers ideas could be _nal-status negotiations. 
step” in the stalled Mideast peace Israeli officials had held over the Тһе White House talks, de- an important step toward the But referring to Hamas refusal 
process clouded by theelectionof past week, members ofthe Israeli scribed as a getting-acquainted peace we both support.” to renounce armed struggle 
the militant group Hamas to run delegation expressed great satis- session, were the first US-Israeli Bur the US president under. against Isracl, Bush reiterated that 
the Palestinian government. But faction with the summits out- summit held since Olmert as- scored that any settlement "will "no country can be expected to 
he stressed any final settlement come. sumed the helm in Israel after Бе only achieved on the basis of make peace with those who deny 
must be negotiated. “Bush's statements were an im- polls in March, mutually agreed changes, and no its right to exist and who use ter- 
Olmert said at a joint news portant step toward promoting Olmert campaigned on a plat. party should prejudice the out- ror to attack its population.” AFP 
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RP chessers bow 
o US asixth time 


By Roy Luarca 


TURIN, ITALY—SAME 
plot, same result—the 
Filipinos yielding to the 
Americans, 2.5-1.5. And 
its been that way in 
their last six meetings in 
the Chess Olympiad. 

"The Americans tried to revise the 
script and make their win even more 
convincing in Round 3 of the 37th edi- 
tion of the event Tuesday. 

Grandmaster Eugene Torre, however, 
flashed his endgame mastery and sal- 
vaged a draw with super GM Alexander 
Onischuk (Elo 2650) on board 2 to du- 
plicate the outcome of the REUS match- 
ез in 1980 (Valleta), 1984 CThessaloni 
X), 1988 (Thessaloniki), 2000 (Istan- 
bul) and 2002 (Bled). 

Grandmasters Mark Paragua and Ro- 
gelio Antonio Jr also did their share, halv- 
ing the point with Super GMs Gata Kam- 
sky 2671) and Hikaru Nakamura (2664) 
con board 1 and board 3, respectively. 

Fide Master Oliver Dimakiling was the 
lone casualty, bowing to GM Varuzan 


STANDINGS AFTER ROUND 3 
Меп: 105 points Cina, Russia, Uzbek- 

ism 10—Utrane, Nafheronds, Grece 
9500—Sukari Bai, Armenia, Norway. Ire- 
lend, Spain; 8— Germany, Georgia, Hungary 
Poland, India; 85--United States, Vietnam, 
Moldova, Croatia, Egypt, England, Turkey, In- 
dones, sre 8— Estonia, Romania, Canada, 

‚ Sind, Slovenia, France, Colombia, 

1 T5 Philpcines, Oatar, Slovakia, Belarus, La- 
tia, Denmark, Australia, Argentina, Albania, 
Andorra. Macedonia 

Women: 90—Uihuania, 85—Russb, 

China; B—Ukne, Romanis, 7.5—inited 
Slates, Bulgaria, Isa 7— inda: 65— Geor 
a. Slovenia, Germany, Hungary, France, A 
Ten, Ecuador, Greece, Belarus, Armenia, 
Unbekisian; 6—Labia, Mexico, Реп, Spon, 
Netherlands, Estoria, Turkey, Czech Republ, 
Setia and Montenegro, lay A, Sweden; 
55—Philippines 


Arobian after 38 moves ofa Bogo Indian. 
The defeat pulled the Filipinos down 
toa share of 34th to 44th places with 7.5 
points in the 146-team ments fie. 
‘The Filipinas, on the other hand, con 
tinued their climb with a 2-1 victory over 
Switzerland, 


Woman International Masters 


Sheerie Joy Lomibao and Beverly Men- 
doza hurdled their rivals on boards 1 
and 3, respectively, to compensate for 
the defeat of Sherily Cua to WGM Bar- 
bara Hund on board 2. 

Lomibeo trounced WIM Gundula 
Heinatz while Mendoza notched her 
second straight victory at the expense of 
Anastassia Gavrilova. 

‘The 54-year-old Torre, who became 
Asia's first GM in 1974 when the Fil- 
ipinos held the Americans to a 22 tie, 
defended well against Onischuk, who 
‘was unable to traslate a one pawn ad- 
vantage into a win after 95 moves of an 
Irregular opening. 

The game lasted nearly five hours and 
the two were the last to leave the cav- 
emous playing hall the size of two foot 
bell fields. 

"Ву the skin of n 
whos pl n his 19th straight 
Olympiad. “I had to be careful and pre- 
cise upto theend." 

The 22-year-old Paragua, undaunted 
by his foe's stature as former world chal- 
Тепе, even tried to lure Kamsky out of 
the safe lines but it was still a clear draw 
as their bishops were of opposite colors. 

‘Antonio, on the other hand, enjoyed 

RP CHESSERS/A23 


teeth,” said Torre, 
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my gas gauge didn't dip to empty 
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90th RP Open tees off today; Pagunsan top favorite 


By Musong R. Castillo 
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"Of course, the pressure for me to perform is 
there,” Pagunsan said in Filipino, а few moments 
after his practice round yesterday was suspended 
because of lightning and heavy rains. 

"We (Filipino bets) all feel that we havea 
chance of winning,” he added. “For me, I think 


‘meant that he did not have a shot at winning it 
all. He came dosest in 2004 at The Riviera in 
Cavite, winding up second behind American Ed- 
ward Michaels. 

“All the experience I gained in all the years 1 


‘Adam Le Vesconte. 

The East course will most likely play with pre- 
ferred lie rules starting with the first round and 
most of the entries feel, Le Vesconte included, that 
the first 36 holes is the time to strike. 


ONLY IN HIS SECOND TOURNAMENT AS A 
pro in his home soil, Juvic Pagunsan can't help it 
ifthe spotlight is again on him. 

“The 90th edition of the Philippine Open tees 


off today at tough-as-nails Wack Wack East and 
everyone's eyes are focused on the 28-year-old 
Pagunsan as the brightest local hope. 

He was, after all, the top amateur in the last 
‘wo editions of the event, and the absence ofthe 


the key is not to be greedy I wasover aggressive. 
in (the) Macau (Open last week, where he missed 
the cut after opening with a 70). 

“But this is the Philippine Open, and I feel like 
anamateur again.” 


played the Open as an amateur will help me 
here; Pagunsan, who won the multi-million The 
Country Club Invitational over Mifioza las Febru- 
ary added. 

‘Angelo Que, winner of the Carlsberg Masters 
‘Vietnam in 2004, is also expected to be in the mix 


“Something close to 10-under wins it" Le 
‘Vesconte, who tees off in the 7:50 a.m. flight from. 
the back nine, said. “That's ifthe weather stays 
this way, and the greens remain slow because of 
therains.” 

The other Filipinos in the field of the event 


steadiest, most fearsome Filipino pro, Frankie Mi-  Pagunsan was the top amateurin the lasttwo eariy along with Gerald Rosales, who finished. 


PAGUNSAN 


бога, made this a no-brainer. 


3 RP shuttlers 
advance over 
Macau entries 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


KENNEVIC ASUNCION, KARYN VELEZ AND IRENE CHIU DIDN'T DISAPPOINT THEIR 
countrymen last night, blasting their respective rivals from Macau to advance to the 
second round of the Bingo Bonanza Philippine Open badminton championships. 


‘Asuncion, easily the most popular local 
shutter, showcased the brand of game ex- 
pected from him in ousting Macau's Lo Ton 
Wong, 21-6, 21-13, beforea cheering crowd 
atthe Philsports. 

Sixteen-year-old Velez, the youngest 
campaigner here, overwhelmed Lao 1 Man, 
21-12, 21-9, while 21-year-old Chiu handily 
booted out injured Pun Si Pui, 21-5, 21-4. 

The victories assured Velez and Chiu of 
Asian circuit poims in this fourstar, 
$120,000 tournament presented by PLDT 
Business Solutions, But for them to get past 
the second round would be a terrific 
achievement. 


Velez, an incoming high school junior at 
the nearby St. Paul's College-Pasig, is lined 
up against fourth seed Anu Nieminen of 
Finland, who bundled out Eva Lee of the 
United States, 19-21, 21-17, 21-3. 

Chiu will be up against the top seed and 
World No. 4 Xu Huaiwen, a former Chinese 
now playing for Germany Xu, 31, took a bye 
by virtue of her ranking which was boosted 
by victories in the Dutch Open, Bitburger 
Open, Finland World Grand Prix and Bel- 
gian Intemational 

‘Asuncion, whose partnership with sister 
Kennie is the country’s strongest hope here, 
will play Hong Kong's Chan Yan-kit. 


Opens, but it was by no means a distinction that 


second in Malarayat last year behind Aussie 


‘THAILAND'S Ponsana Salakjit shows fine form in her maiden game. sucusrosacnuz 


But five other locals fell—Owen Lopez, 
Rodel Bartolome, Wilson Frias and partners. 
‘Alfredo Mailon and Therine Thristie Char. 
Bartolome fizzled after a fiery start and 
bowed to Anup Sridhar of India, who took 
an 11-21, 21-8, 22-20 decision. 
Lopez found Viemam’s Nguyen Quang 


Minh too much to handle and lost, 8-21, 4- 
21, while Frias absorbed а 221, 5-21 
pounding from Malaysia's Lee Tsuen Seng. 

The mixed doubles pair of Mailon and 
Therine Thristie Chan took a 21-9, 21-12 
beating from Japan's Ikue Tatani and 
Yusuke Shinkai. 


backed by ICTSI and Pagcor include former win- 
ners Cassius Casas and Robert Pactolerin. 


Expert sees 
great July 2 
encounter 


MANNY PACQUIAO AND OSCAR LARIOS 
are poles apart. 

But they can both be brutes, and are ex- 
pected to put up a great fight when they 
dash in 12 rounds for the World Boxing 
Council intemational super featherweight 
crown on July 2atthe Araneta Coliseum. 

This was how boxing manager Michael 
Копса sized up the main protagonists in the. 
Mano-A-Mano, Philippines versus Mexico 
showdown now catching attention like 
wildfire in the boxing world. 

“Nobody trains as hard as Manny" said 
Koncz, the 45-year-old Canadian promoter 
of Bobby Pacquiao and Rey “Boom Boom” 
Bautista, and who lives just a short distance 
away from the Wild Card gym, where these 
Los Angeles-based Filipino boxers, includ- 
ing Pacquiao, train. 

“Manny is 110 percent in great shape. 
Nobody can meet head-on with a tank that 
is Pacquiao.” 

"The Pacquiao-Larios showdown will be 
оп pay-per-view to be distributed live to the 
United States by IN-Demand, making it 
available to DirecTV. 

ABS-CBN, media partner of MP Promo- 
tions, will broadcast the fight internationally. 


Olivarez takes 
on Alcantara in 
U-16 quarters 


PHILIPPINE JUNIOR DAVIS CUPPER PABLO OLI- 
varez Il and World Junior Championships veteran. 
Francis Casey Alcantara soored easy wins yesterday to 
arrange a quarterfinal showdown in the boys’ 18-un- 
дег division of the 2006 Head Penn Tennis Tour at the 
Rizai Memorial Tennis Center. Olivarez, the country's 
top 16-under player, breezed past Daniel Bautista, 6-2, 
6-2, while Alcantara, Asia's best 14-under player, out- 
classed Cebuano Julius Lagman, 6-1, 6-0. in other 
‘matches, second seed Joshua Tan Ho downed Homer 
Paolo Perez, 6-1, 6-0, to advance against No. 7 Jose. 
Lorenzo Opulencia, а 6-2, 6-3 winner over Reymund 
Padigos. Aso gaining were No. 4 Russel Arcila J, 
No. 5 El Santo Santos, No. 8 Akio Sy and unseeded 
Daniel Luis Macalino. in the boys’ 12-under, No. 8 Al- 
Khady Jainul rallied past Aaron Boyon, 7-6 (3), 6-1, to 
advance in the quarterfinals against top seed Jacob 
Lagman, who blasted Reynaldo Dimao, 6-0,6-0. Oth- 
er winners were No. 2 Dheo Talatayod, No. 3 Juan 
Paolo Cansino, No. 5 Kurt Gerapusco, Angelo Joseph 
Rivero, Daniel Luis Macalino and Mark Escares. 


THE UNIVERSITY 
Athletic Association of 
the Philippines (UAAP) 
has named Elmer Yan- 
ga, one of the more fa- 
miliar figures in Philip- 
pine basketball, as bas- 
ketball commissioner 
for Season 69 which 
Kicks off July 8 at the 
‘Araneta Coliseum. 


YANGA 


ing at Club Filipino in Greenhills Tuesday 


the basketball commissioner in Season 67. 


Four share lead in boys’ under- 18 chess 

PRE-TOURNAMENT PICKS IVAN GIL BIAG AND JAMES BULICATIN WERE HELD TO DRAWS AS FOUR 
players remained in the lead in thé boys under-18, even as Нар lem Jose took the so lead în the girs” 
division afir ve rounds Tuesday of the 2006 Nationa! Age Group Championships at the St. Francis 
Suarein Mandaluyong Сау. Вар was held to а standoff by Steven Kim Yap, wh Biag аво эри the point 
wih Adrian Perez as the four remained in the lead with 4.5 points each in the tournament organized by the 
Metropolitan Chess Club in cooperation with the National Chess Federation of the Philippines. With tour 
points apiece are 11 players, led by Paulo James Florendo, who downed Bon Mark Garcia in board 3. 


Yanga new UAAP commish 


Yanga brings with him a rich experience in 
basketball, having been directly involved with 
the sport for 23 years—11 years with the then 
Philippine Amateur Basketball League (now 
PBL) as team manager of RFM and another 12 
years also as a team manager and governor of 
the REM franchise in the PBA. 

"The success of the besketball tournament 
this season will depend largely on the support 
of all the members and players in the league,” 
said Yanga. "I know that some of our decisions. 


ЧААР president Luz Sta. Ana and secretary тау not be acceptable to all seven teams, but 
Bren Perez of host University of the East made 
the announcement a day after the board ap- be wellthought of with the interest of the YEAR OF THE YAO: Yao Ming, the 7-foot-6 Chinese who was the first 
proved Yanga's appointment during its meet- league as primary concem and guiding force." 


they can rest assured that these decisions will 


SPORTSWATCH 


е 


pick of the Houston Rockets in the 2002-03 NBA season, is featured 


‘Yanga isa graduate of Business Adminisua- ina masterful documentary that tells a unique story of Eastern and 


sure examinations in 1966. 


ONE GOLF COURSE THAT FRANKIE MINOZA 
Joves to hate is Wack Wack. 

‘And I can’t blame him. 

No doubt Wack Усі layout is champi- 
onship material, envied by many golf architects 
the world over including the legendary Jack 
Nicklaus and Gary Player. 

You can even call Wack Wack Asia's undis- 
puted pride the world over but to Miñoza, all 
superlatives don't mean a thing. 

"To him, Wack Wack is but one thing: Jinx. 

In several Philippine Opens held at Wack 
Wack, Mifioza got cut. The rare times he made 
the cut, he finished badly. 

‘Take the 2002 Open. 

‘That year, Mifioza had breezed through the 
weekend. 

"That year, too, his 70-72 in the first two 
rounds made him proud. 

"Finally the jinx has been snapped,” said Mi- 
бога in Filipino. 

"Those rounds likewise put him within 5 
shots off two-day leader Rick Gibson, the well 
loved Canadian based in Manila and married to 
a Filipina. 

But then, Mifioza spoke too soon. 

‘The next day, things turned from brilliant to 
bizarre. 

Mifioza skied to an 81 in the third round, his 
putting deserting him. 

Staring ata 13-stroke deficit behind eventual 
champion Gibson, Mifioza all but kissed his tide 
hopes goodbye. 

Because Mifioza skipped both the 2004 DHL. 
Open (there was no Open in 2003) at Riviera. 
and last years Open at Mt. Malarayat, 'm not 
surprised why he didn't sign up for this year’s 
‘Open again, preferring to play in Japan. 

‘Well, of course, not that Japan offers prizes 
way above those in our Open that Mifioza 
would rather play in the Land of the Rising Sun 


Bad news for golfers with errant shots 


SPECTATOR 


than in his country of birth. 

More than the lucrative purse in Japan, Mi- 
бога will bypass the Open this year because of 
that built-in block in his mind: the jinx at Wack 
Wack. 

‘Add the fact that he has already won the 
Open anyway (in 1998 at Riviera), a feat that 
fortified his stature as one of golf's greats in this 
‘country alongside Larry Montes, Tino Tugot, 
Golem Silverio and Ben Arda. 

‘To Miñoza, there's nothing to prove any- 
more. His place in history is safe, especially so 
that when he topped the Order of Merit in Asia 
in 1990, he earned an invitation to the 1991 
Masters in Augusta, Georgia. 

So, let him be. 

Letitbe. 

Sherwood Hills, Jack Nicklaus' favorite 
golf course in Asia, will host Из fabled Invita- 
tionals May 26-27, with 150 participants in 
attendance. 

The shotgun start tees off at 8:30 a.m. af- 
ter the ceremonial shots by Sherwood Hills 
Bob Sobrepefia and Trece Martires Mayor 
Jun Sagun. 

First day competition is best-ball and sec- 
ond day aggregate play. 

‘To be contested are overall low net, low 
gross and Divisions I and II according to av- 
erage handicaps. Each participant receives a 
Rudy Project eyewear as a giveaway in the 


two-day event sponsored by Golforce, Club 
Leisure Management and MRT. Other back- 
ers are Mabuhay Golf, Camp John Hay De- 
velopment, Federal Management, Kork Inc., 
Manila Southwoods Manor, Warbird Securi- 
ty Agency, Sports Specialist, Corporate Air 
and Information Professionals Inc. 


Named as Yanga's deputy was Ato Badolato, боп at UE in 1965. He passed the CPA licen- Western cultures merging within the world of pro basketball. 
Narrated by Yao's interpreter Colin Pine, the Year of the Yao is now 
available on home video and is a must-see for all cage fans. 


Crack entries in NCA 8-cock intl derby 

BIG NAMES IN THE WORLD OF COCKFIGHTING ARE SEEING ACTION IN THE 
National Cockers Association (NCA) International 8-Cock Derby sated May 29, $1 
and June 2 at Roligon Меда Cockpit in Parañaque. Entries to watch out for are 
those of Americans Joe Wolcott and Larry Whitehead, Dan Gray and Kenneth 
Eisenhower as well as the gamebirds of Manolo Lopez, Gerry Ramos, Iggy Ar- 
Toyo, Ronnie Puno, to Ynares and Manny Pacquiao. The submission of weights 
forthe derbys 2-cock elimination round is on May 28, and the second on May 30. 
Weights for the 4-cock championship round must be tumed in on June 1. Lopez 
has been бепо оков entries since NCA moved to its new home atthe 
Roligon. Ramos, Arroyo. Ynares and Pacquiao also boast of fighting birds with 
tough blood nes, organizers said. 


GCAP Cocker of the Year race heats up 

-IUN TOPACIO OF CAVITE, WITH HIS ENTRY JT EMERALD, REGAINED THE 
LEAD in the exciting race for the Gentlemen Cockers Association of the Philippines 
(GCAP) Cocker o the Year tite last week at San Juan Coliseum. Topacio talled a 
{otal of 26 points going into the GCAP 5-cock derby series on Tuesday next week 
Rep. Prospero "Butch" Pichay and Rey Briones (Spartan's Pichay) slid into second 


ser place with 25.5 points in a tie with Patrick Antonio. Antonio is currently on a win- 


Bad news for golfers who habitually hit er- 
rant shots. 

In a recent decision, the Hawaii Supreme 
Court ruled that a golfer may not be held liable 
for mistakenly hitting another golfer with an er- 
rant golfball. 

In a unanimous decision, the court upheld a 
lower court ruling to dismiss Ryan Үопейаз 
lawsuit against Andrew Tom, whose wayward 
ball hit Yoneda in the left eye at Mililani Golf 
Course in 1999. 

‘The ruling said: "It is common knowledge 
that not every shot played by a golfer goes ex- 
acily where he intends it to go. There wouldn't 
be much sport in the sport of golf if golf balls 
went exactly where the player wanted.” 

‘But the decision said a golfer who intention- 
ally hits a ball to inflict injury, or recklessly hits 
the ball knowing that injury is highly likely, 
would not be exempt from liability. 

On shouting "fore" or other warnings to pro- 
tect other players, the court said that doing so 
was golf etiquette, not a requirement recog- 
nized by law. 

With the ruling that warning is like an op- 
tion, that’s not too good," said Yoneda, who suf- 
fered permanent vision damage. "I know what 
its like to be hit and I don't want anybody to go 
through what 1 went through." 

Chief Justice Ronald Moon wrote Yoneda as-. 
sumed the risk ofthe injury when he played golf. 


Ting streak, having won the bigtime 5-cock derby last week at Gihuingan Cockpit 
Arena in Negros Occidental fielding the Kelso Roundneads of Boy Jiao which were 
trained under the Sagupaan training and conditioning method. 


NFGB derby championship round today 
ALL ROADS LEAD TO THE ARANETA COLISEUM TODAY AS THE CHAMPION- 
ship round of he NFGB National 8-Bulstag Derby Kicks off t 1 p.m. featuring 116 
fights. Two more participants posted perfect scores of 4 points each in last Tues- 
days qualying round. Virgilo Manguera of Batangas (Vir Jun) and Mayor Cito Al- 
berto of Catanduanes (Raging River) joined eariy -pointers Antony Lim and E. 
dela Torre (Piwa Lucban), Pablo Нито (Partners Balani), Moy dela Cruz (GF- 
ВАМ), Rep. Abraham Mitra (ABM Palawan Vino), Benjamin Dimaano (ZGBA), 
гаду Du and Roger Talino (Migha) and Wily Vilarica and Obet Son (LGBA). The 
derby stakes а cash pot of P3 milion, said NFGB president Ricoy Palmares Jr. 


FEDEX CUP: Lito Alvarez, president of Airfreight 2100, the sole 
licensee of FedEx in the Philippines; FedEx country manager Samuel 
David, Sylvia P Lina; and Bert Lina, former chair of Airfreight 2100, 
comprise the first flight in the 2nd FedEx Golf Cup. Held at the. 


pr Alabang Country Club recently, the second annual tournament of 


Comments to menjupldidsL net 


FedEx, a subsidiary of FedEx Corp. and the world’s largest express 
transportation company, drew more than 100 players. 
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It's bust 

or s'finals 
for Harbour, 
Goose today 


GAME TODAY (Olivarez Sports Center) 
3p.m—Harbour Centre vs Granny Goose 


TAGGED AS UNDERACHIEVERS EARLY IN 
the conference, Harbour Centre will try to 
sustain its timely turnaround in the PBL Unity 
Cup today. 

The Portmasters will try to make it two in a 
row against Granny Goose at 3 p.m. today in 
their quarterfinal duel for a semifinal seat at 
the Olivarez Sports Center in Parafiaque. 

Payback is certainly in the minds of Har- 
bour Centre which lost its twice-to-beat ad- 
vantage to the same Granny Goose in their 
quarterfinal clash here last year. 

Granny Goose was favored to easily secure 
its fourth straight semifinal seat but a driven 
Harbour Centre crew showed up last Tuesday 
and scored a 59-51 triumph to extend the se- 
tiesto the limit. 

‘The winner of the knockout match will face 
second-seeded Montaña in a best-of-five 
semifinal series starting Saturday. 

Rain or Shine earlier arranged a semifinal 
showdown against league-leader Toyota Otis 
after disposing off Magnolia Ice Cream, 65- 

in their own quarterfinal match. 

Tm very sure they will make adjustments 
but we'll be ready for them,” said Harbour 
Centre coach Jorge Gallent. 

League stars Joseph Yeo and LA Tenorio 
confidently took control of the Portmasters’ 
offensive charge last Tuesday. 

“If Joseph and LA could make their shots 
from the outside, we have a very good 
chance,” said Gallent. 

‘While everything clicked for the Portmas- 
ters in the second half, the Tortillos complete- 
ly lost their touch. 

Мо one was more visibly upset than coach 
Robert Sison, who berated his players in the 
team’s final huddle. 

“Tve never lost a twice-to-beat advantage,” 
he said. Jasmine W. Payo 


Petron all-women’s 
taekwondo Sunday 


THE COUNTRYS FEMALE JINS, LED BY MEM: 
bers of the national pool, take the spotlight on 
Sunday with the staging of the Petron all-wom- 
en's taekwondo championships at the Ninoy 
Aquino Stadium. 

Philippine Taekwondo Association president 
Robert N. Aventajado said 500 or so athletes from 
chapters and branches in Metro Manila and the 
provinces including the military services are ex- 
pected to vie for honors. 

Competition will be held in senior, junior and 
midjunior women and gradeschool giris. 

Organizing committee chair Sung Chon Hong 
says the event is part of the PTAS commitment to 
the development of sports. 

The tourney is supported by Perron, Philippine 
Sports Commission, Accel and Milo. 
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& China, Taiwan 


Trees. 


TS ala 


Sangsom Thailand's Wilavan Apiyapong in yesterday's дате. кдл 


CHINA, THE DEFENDING CHAMPION, AND 
last year's second placer Chinese-Taipei start- 
ей their campaigns on a high note yesterday 
by winning their matches at the start of the 
2006 Asian Women's Club volleyball champi- 
onship at the Rizal Memorial Coliseum. 

Bannered by Tianjin Bridgestone, the Chinese 
shook off stuggish start to down Sangsom Thai- 
land, 23-25, 25-19, 25-22, 2624, while the Tai- 
‘wanese, represented by Chung Shan, scored а 
25-16, 18-25, 25-21, 25-14 win over Kazakhstan. 

The 24-year-old hard-hitting Li Wang 
pumped in 15 kills, including two straight hits 
that shattered a 24-all deadlock in the fourth 
set to clinch China's first win in the weeklong 
international event. 

“We didn't expect Thailand to play strong- 
ly" said Chinese coach Wang Baoquan 
through an interpreter. "We fumbled, but I'm 
happy we maintained our toughness.” 

‘The Taiwanese, on the other hand, over- 


Express pick up third 
victory over Beermen 


By June Navarro 


BROTHERS YANCY AND RANIDEL DE OCAMPO 
combined in a lethal sibling act that gave Air21 а fight- 
ing chance in the quarterfinals. 

“The 6-foot-9 Yancy banged in 10 points and the hot- 
shooting Валіде! had eight in a pivotal fourth-quarter 
assault that lifted the Express to а 110-98 rout of San 
Miguel Beer last night in the Gran Matador-PBA Philip- 
pine Cup at the Araneta Coliseum. 

Niño Cañaleta also played a stellar role, erasing his 
previous career-high of 27 points by pumping in 31 to 
become the first rookie to lead his team in scoring since 
Danny Seigle and Asi Taulava in the 1999 All-Filipino, 

The Express finished the classification phase with sev- 
еп victories and nine setbacks 

"We just have to wait but we're already proud of what 
we have achieved,” said Air21 coach Bo Perasol 


RP chessers bow to US a sixth time 


К 


clobber foes 
in Asian volley 


came their taller ri- 
vals from Rahat 
Kazakhstan with 
their quickness. 

Pretty Lin Ching 
led Chung Shan's at- 
tack with 17 crisp 
kills, three blocks 
and one service win- 
пег while skipper 
Kou Nai-han fired 19 
kills and had one 
block. Chen Shuli added 13 kills. 

Hisamitsu Seiyaku Springs of Japan gets 
going against Kazakhstan in todays third 
game at 6 p.m. Accel Philippines battles Chi- 
nese-Taipei earlier at 2 p.m. while Garuda In- 
donesia plays Tianjin Bridgestone China at 4. 

The tourney is organized by the Philippine 
Volleyball Federation (PVF) and sponsored by 
Hitachi, Shakey's, Hope, PCSO and Accel. 


‘GAMES TODAY 
(са! Coliseum) 

2pm— Chun Shan 
(Chinese Тире) 

| vs Acca (Philippines) 
Bridgestone (China) 

6 p.m—Hisamitsu 
Selyaku Springs 
(Japan) vs Rahat 
(Kazakhstan) 


The Express shipped sniper Renren Ritualo and 
Patrick Fran to the Talk 'N Text Phone Pals prior to their 
three-game win steak. 

Perasol and the Express now hope that Coca-Cola (7- 
8) and Barangay Ginebra (7-8) don't get win No. 8 to 
evade the ignominy of being relegated to seventh down 
tothe tailend of the standings. 

Purefoods grabbed the top spot in the semifinals with 
a 12-4 record. The Beermen finished at 11-5. 

Seigle fired 22 points and became the frst player 
since Nelson Asaytono in the 1997 All-Filipino Cup to 
average at least 20 points for 12 straight games. 

The scares: 

ARZA 110—Cafaeta 31, De Ocampo Y. 19, Arboleda 18, De Ocam- 
рой. 17, ln 2 Avenido 8, Se 3, Pata 2, Daca 0. 

SIN MIGUEL 99 Sce 22, Face 21, Hontiveros 16, Peel Ca- 
toy 10. Mólonso 9, Саво 3. Gonzales 2, Lopez O. Noble 0. 

Carters: 18-22, 44-46, 81-83, 11098 


RU (0) А 
| NY To ee 
SAN MIGUEL'S Dondon Hontiveros controls the 
rebound over Air21's Leo Avenido. AUGUST DELACRUZ_ 


From page A21 


positional advantage over Nakamura, but 
opted for a draw as he was down on time, 
опе hour against 10 minutes. 

“It was a good fight,” said men's team 
captain Sammy Estimo. “Torre taught 
Onischuk an endgame lesson.” 

In Round 4 against Colombia, which the 
Philippines beat, 25-1.5, in the 2004 


Сама Olympiad, Estimo will again field 
his three GMs and 12-year-old Fide Master 
Wesley So on board 4. 

Paragua will handle black against Jaime 
Alexander Cuartas while Torre will play 
white against Alder Escobar. Antonio, who 
provided the clinching point in Calvia, will 
be pitted against FM Sergio Barrientos, 


while So will tackle FM Rafael Mendoza. 
Powerhouse Russia moved into con- 
tention with a 2.5-1.5 victory over Ger- 
many, gaining a share of the lead in the 
men’s side with China and Uzbekistan at 
10.5 points. The Russians and the Chinese, 
who downed the Slovaks, 3.5-05, clash on 
the top board in round 4 Wednesday while. 


the Uzbeks battle the Ukrainians (10 
points) in the other stellar tussle. 

Lithuania paced the women's division 
with a perfect 9 points but is expected to 
encounter rough sailing against Russia 
(B5) Wednesday. Reigning tilist China 
(85 points) tangles with Ukraine (B 
points) in the other featured match. 


Ochoa, Tinio lead Samsung Jungolf titlists PSC back in Palaro 


CARLOS MIGUEL OCHOA CLOSED 
out with a 4-under-par 68 to win 
the boys’ Class A title with a 142 
total and by five strokes over Kim 
Јоопћо in the seventh and 
penultimate leg of the Samsung 
Jungolf Tour at the Couples 
course of the Riviera Golf and 
Country Club in Silang, Cavite. 
Sharing the spotlight with 
Ochoa was Carlos Tinio, scoring 
77-156, who beat national age- 
group titlist James Chun by three 


Philippine 


Wilson, 


for the Class B crown of the 36- 
hole event sponsored chiefly by 
Samsung, Philippine Airlines, the 


Offfice and Pageor. 

The final leg of the Tour also 
supported by Callaway, Titleist, 
Mizuno, La Jolla, Taylor Made, 
Ping, 
Unilever, MCCI Air Liquid, Inquin- 
Er Golf and Michael Guy will be 
held next week at the-Orchard 
Golf and Country Club. 


Charity Sweepstakes 


in Class E. 


Auto Magic, 


Abby Arevalo (143) 


Champions in the girls’ divi- 
sion were Ha Ram Kim in Class A, 
Woo Young Kyung in Class B, 
Andie Unson in Class C, Daniela 
Uy in Class D and Claire Legaspi 


Kim (142) beat Beverly Men- 
doza (164), Woo (149) finished 
far ahead of de Guzman (158), 
Unson (150) edged Song Yi Choi 
(153), Uy (186) beat Kim Rin 
(209) and Legaspi (132) tripped 


The other boys' winners were 
RJ Tallud (Class C), AR Ramos 
(Class D), Rupert Zaragosa (Class. 
E) and Ryan Monsalve (Class F). 

Tallud (167) tumed back 
James Ricohermoso by three 
shots, Ramos (152) wound up 11 
shots ahead of Mark Anthony 
Arevalo while Zaragosa (129) 
was 10 ahead of Ivan Monsalve. 

Meanwhile, Chris dela Cruz 
scored a hole-in-one on the 14th 
hole on Tuesday. 


By Percy D. Della 


SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA—HOW'S THE 
пем job? I asked with the subtlety of a 
sledgehammer. 

The voice on the other end of the line 
paused for breath. 

To keep the edge off my query, Isegued 
into something mundane. 

But Luisito Espinosa was his usual cool 
dude. "Everything's fine and dandy, sir," he 
responded in Filipino. 

From a two-time world boxing champion 
toa stocker for giant retail chain Costco. 

If that’s not a radical job switch, what is? 
Asea change is more like i. 

Yet, leave it to a real champion like Luisi- 
toto give everything a positive spin. 

"T work alongside buddies. Гат finally 
experiencing what working life in America 
is about," said Louie, pride brimming in his 
voice. 

Louie now favors work gloves for the usu- 
al boxing gloves, He has traded the groin 
cup fora back brace. 

He still wakes up in the wee hours—not 
to jog but to drive or catch the bus for the 
short workday commute from San Prancis- 
co to Daly City. 


Louie Espinosa and a science he once called sweet 


Asa new employee at Costco, he works 
the unholy 4 a.m. shift. He helps keep the 
store filled to the ceiling before the doors 
swing open for wholesalers and then the re- 
tail shoppers. 

He has not said so publicly, but Luisito 
appears to have let go of his hold on a sci- 
ence he once called sweet. 

‘At39 and pushing 40, he has come to 
grips with age. 

‘The trigger for his change of heart seems 
to be the sympathetic action—I call ita ges- 


COMMENTARY 


ture—by the California Athletic Commis- 
sion. 

The commission is unwilling to license 
Louie again, lest he suffers more heart- 
rending losses to upstarts ош to carve a 
name at the expense of a future Hall of 
Famer. 

Luisito was a constant source of pride for 
Filipinos when he ruled both the ban- 
tamweight and featherweight boxing class- 
‘es—one of only seven fighters to don dual 
world crowns. 

He once said that he'll hang it up once the 
hard-earned $150,000 purse from a cham- 


pionship fight in South Cotabato nine or 10 
yearsago—and still owed him by abscond- 
ing promoters—"is stashed in my children's 
bank.” 

Hermie Rivera, Louie's former manager 
had filed a civil suit to collect the purse. But 
the case had been in legal limbo for years. 

The judge assigned to hear the case has 
outrageously taken the longest time delib- 
erating whether to inhibit or to rule. 

Louie has written President Macapagal- 
Arroyo about his plight. He even sought 
current boxing hero Manny Pacquiao's help. 

His pleas have fallen on deaf ears. 

Fortunately, Uncle Sam had finally grant- 
ed Louie a green card after years of waiting. 
At long last, he can find work outside his 
special skills of beak busting 

The Costco job isa start. 

"lam serious about my job because 1 
need to save for my family,” he stressed, 

With wife Marie Cherie now living on her 
own in Las Vegas, Louie keeps family ties 
with his young children Janica, Niko and 
John Louie. The kids are in the care of his 
mother-in-law in Manila. 

“Iris important that my kids know that 1 
still ove them and that my hard work is for 
their well-being.” 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


‘THE PHILIPPINE SPORTS COM- 
mission is back in the organizing 
committee of the Palarong Pam- 
bansa as an offshoot of the age- 
Cheating controversy that rocked 
the recent Palaro in Naga City. 

“There isa need to strengthen the 
screening system of the Palaro, 
starting even from the district level,” 
said PSC chair Butch Ramirez, who 
met with officials of the Department 
of Education recently. 

"Из going to be a collaboration to 
help the DepEd successfully stage 
the annual meet for elementary and 
high school athletes." 

‘Atleast two incidents of cheating 
were reported during the Palaro fol- 


Cycling criterium races 
resume in San Fernando 


THE CHASE FOR CYCLING HON- 
ors resumes this weekend with the 
staging of the fifth leg of the Philam- 
life Cycling Scarch Invitational (CSI) 
Criterium Race, dubbed the first 
Mayor Oscar Rodriguez Cup, in the 
City of San Femando, Pampanga. 

Former Asian tour king Victor Es- 
piritu is the man to catch as the win- 
ner of the third leg in Angeles Ску 
currently shows the way in the 
Open elite category with 92 points. 

"The Philippine Army mainstay is 
expected to pour it all out in the 21- 
lap event of the series presented by 
Philpost this Saturday at the San 
Femando city proper. 


organizing committee 


lowing a protest by the National 
Capital Region elementary baseball 
team against two alleged overaged 
players from Calabarzon. 

"There are so many aspects we 
need to improve on, hopefully we 
could work it out because we are 
sending the athletes and coaches 
(from Palaro) to the Philippine 
Sports Institute,” said PSC depury 
executive director Cesar Pradas. 

The DepEd has retained more 
seats in the organizing committee 
with si, while the Philippine 
Olympic Committee and the PSC 
were given two each starting in the. 
next Palaro. 

The PSC used to stage the annual 
Games in the 1990s but it was re- 
tumed to the DepEd last year. 


Bernard Luzon, spearhead of San 
Leonardo cycling team, isin second 
with 79 points while Lloyd Rey- 
nante of GHQ-UCAP has 66 points 
for third. Agnes Bikeshop's Albert 
Primero, who ruled the kickoff leg 
in Tarlac, is in fourth with 44 fol- 
lowed by Sherwin Carrera, also of 
‘Agnes Bikeshop with 38. 

Three other categories—youth, 
executive and masters—are on tap, 
inthe event, one of this highlights of 
the Piestang Femandino celebra- 
tions. Registration is ongoing, ac- 
cording to the organizing Treo Sales 
and Management Corp. For details, 
call 241-0415 or 241-0418, 
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Miami makes Detroit feel the Heat 


DETROIT, MICHIGAN—DWAYNE WADE PLAYED THROUGH FOUL 
trouble to score 25 points as the Miami Heat posted a 91-86 win 
over the Detroit Pistons on Tuesday in the opener of their semifi- 


MIAMI Heat guard Dwyane Wade (front) dunks during the first quarter of Game 1 of the NBA 


nal playoff series. 

Antoine Walker scored 17 points and Shaquille 
O'Neal 14 for the second-seeded Heat, who stole 
ze from the Pistons by taking 
cont atest late in the third quarte 

‘Our team did a great job of making the plays 

є had to.” Wade said. “This is just a great team, 

scare playing well and I hope we can continue to 
dothat 

Wade was а major reason why the Heat quickly 

sined the upper hand against the National Bas- 
ketball Associations best team during the regular 

ade nine-of-11 shots while playing 
stes due to foul trouble. 
going to be a dogfight, and we're happy 
to get the first one,” Heat coach Pat Riley said. 


rib injury and O'Neal played the series with a thigh 
injury. 

But with week of rest after disposing of New Jer- 
sey in five games in the conference semifinals, the 
Heat came out sharp, scoring the game's first 11 
points and never trailing in the first half. 

‘Things looked like they were unraveling when 
Wade went to the bench with his fourth foul at the 
7:14 mark of the third quarter with the game tied 
atS454. 

‘Chauncey Billups converted a driving a layup, 
Tayshaun Prince made two free throws and 
Rasheed Wallace drained a jumper to give the Pis- 
tons their biggest lead, 60-55, with 4:18 left in the 
third 


missed its final nine shots of the period. 

Veteran Gary Payton, who scored 14 points, drilled 
a jumper and Walker and James Posey each hit three- 
pointers in the Heat's burst to close the period. 

‘Another of the Heat’s many veterans, Alonzo 
Mourning had two baskets and a key block that 
provided a 75-65 advantage with 6:31 remaining. 

“Alonzo was a big force down low when Shaq 
(O Neal) went out,” Wade said. 

"We just gotta come out and play hard, gotta 
come out and execute and do what we do and not 
get caught up in playing their style of game, whether 
its Game Two, Three, Four, whatever” said Pistons 
center Ben Wallace, who grabbed 14 rebounds. 

“If we come out and play the way they want to 
play, then we don't havea chance.” 

Hamilton scored 22 points, Billups 19 and Prince 
16 for the Pistons, who struggled most of the way 
offensively as they shot just 38 percent (31-0Ё82). 
Detroit hosts game two on Thursday. АЕР 

O NBATV 


Ta last season's conference finals against the Pis- 
Heat squandered. 


However, Wade missed game six with a 


3.2 series lead. 


However, the Heat tightened their defense and 
used an 11-1 surge to close the quarter with Wade 
оп the bench to take the lead for good. Detroit 


эл. 


© SOLAR SPORTS—Phoenixvs Dallas, #30 ал, еру at 


* RPN-S—Phoenixvs Dalas, 9am. 


Mavericks meet a familiar foe 


Eastern Conference Finals against the Detroit Pistons in Auburn Hills, Michigan. 


AUSTIN, TEXAS—NOT HIM AGAIN? 

For the second year in a row, the Dal- 
las Mavericks come face-to-face with 
their former point guard, Steve Nash, in 
an NBA Western Conference playoff se- 
ries. 

Nash, the league's MVP the past two. 
seasons, will lead the Phoenix Suns into 
Dallas tonight for Game 1 of the confer- 
ence final 

The Mavs and Suns met last year in 
the semifinals, Phoenix winning 4-2 
while securing the series in Dallas with a 
130-126 victory in overtime. Nash pro- 
duced 39 points, 12 assists and nine re- 
bounds in the game. 

"This time Nash is without one impor- 
tant sidekick, the menacing Amare 
Stoudemire, a 6-foot-10-inch forward- 
‘enter who was lost to а knee injury for 
all but three games of the season. But 
Shawn Marion—38 points and 16 re- 
bounds in that final game against Dal- 
las—is still with Nash. 

‘And the Suns continue to play differ- 
ently than the rest, fastbreaking and 
se shooting three-pointers on their way toa 


NASH: Yes, it's him again. 


league-high 108.4 points a game. With 
an offense that is perimeter-based, they 
present а vivid contrast to the Mavs’ last 
opponent, San Antonio, whose best as- 
setis Tim Duncan inside. 


“Now you've got to reprogram your- 
self” Dallas’ Dirk Nowitzki said. "Afer 
(the Mavs score), you canit relax, you've 
gottorun back as fast as you can because 
Steve is always throwing those long 
passes along the sideline, pushing it” 

Nash was famously allowed to leave 
Dallas as a free agent after the 2003-04 
season, when the Suns gave him a con- 
tract more to his liking than the one 
Mavs owner Mark Cuban offered. 

The Suns have three new players this 
season who are starters. Raja Bell isa ha- 
rassing perimeter defender who has be- 
come an adept three-point shooter. The 
versatile 6-8 Boris Diaw can play all five 
positions for the Suns. 

‘Tim Thomas, a 6-10 forward, is the 
tallest starter but has attempted more 
shots outside the three-point line (79) 
than inside (77) during the playoffs 

“Last year we obviously had some su- 
per talent with Amare and Joe Johnson 
and Quentin (Richardson), Nash said. 
"This year, 1 think we're smarter, more 
experienced." 

New York Times News Service. 


Hingis seeks ^ wow the Clippers can start dreaming 


redemption in 
French Open 


LONDON—PERHAPS MORE THAN ANY OTH- 
er tournament, the French Open offers former 
world No. 1 Martina Hingis the chance to make 
up for past shortcomings. 

"The 25-year-old Swiss, back after a three-year 
break from the game, never won the claycourt 
grand slam during her period of dominance in 
‘women's tennis at the end of the 1990s. 

Her experiences of Roland Garros have always 
‘been tinged with disappointment, and on one no- 
table occasion, tears and a temper tantrum. 

‘The latter occurred in 1999 when she stormed 
off n a huff after losing to Steffi Graf, 4-6, 7-5, 6- 
2, inthe final. 

Hingis broke tennis etiquette by crossing the 
met to argue a line call, served underarm on 
match point and had to be coaxed back on to the 
court by her mother for the trophy presentation. 

Despite not having won the singles tide, how- 
ever, Hingis record at Roland Garros is no cause. 
for shame. 

In her last five French Open appearances she 
reached the semifinals thrice and the final twice. 

She would dearly love to fil that remaining 
gap in her trophy cabinet, although Roland Gar- 
10s, which starts on Sunday, may have come just a. 
litle too soon for her 

However, last weekend's victory at the Italian 
Open, Hingis’ first title since she returned to the 
tour, showed that she might yet pul it off. 

Hingis has now won 31 matches this year, sec- 
‘ond only on the tour to Russian Nadia Petrova 
with 33, Reuters 


GREAT DEALS OF QUALITY 


LOS ANGELES—AN NBA CHAMPI- 
onship? 

It's on the way for the Clippers. 

OK, well, general manager Elgin 
Baylor and coach Mike Dunleavy 
were not quite that specific when 
they discussed the team's future at 
Staples Center on Tuesday. But the 
duo did see the need to place higher 
goals for their squad, considering 
the team’s 47-35 regular-season fin- 
ish and falling one victory shy of the 
Western Conference finals. 

Coming into this season, Dun- 
leavy placed a goal of making the. 
playoffs on his squad, but only if his 
team stayed healthy For next sea- 
son, the Clippers want to improve, 
and that could mean a better record 
and more playoff wins. 

“Inever wantto limit us," Dun- 
leavy said. “We've already made the 
playoffs. The next goal is the cham- 
pionship, as far as т concerned, 


“They'l already be off having lunch” 


when he finishes, the seven-time Tour de 
France winner said with a smile Tuesday. 


‘Armstrong said he's competing in the 


marathon just for the fun of it. 


and to be realistic with it.” 

Although contending for a cham- 
pionship never was a legitimate 
possibility for the team’s 26-year 
history in California, this Clipper 
squad finished with the second best 
record in franchise history and won 
its first playoff series in 30 years. 
The coach was far from intimidated 
by the elite teams in the NBA. 

“We played the Suns,” he said. 
“We thought we could beat them. 
We weren't that far off. The next 
round, Dallas or San Antonio, we 
didn't think they were unstoppable. 
Quite frankly, the only team that 
worried us was Miami because of 
Shaq (O'Neal). don’t think (Chris) 
Kaman would have gotten calls. 
against Shaq.” 

Where the Clippers’ players go 
from here is, hopefully, nowhere, 
according to Baylor and Dunleavy. 
They have Elton Brand, Corey 


“I would consider doing anything," he 
said. “I would do an adventure race; 1 
would do a kayak race; I would surf; I 
‘would do a triathlon, but nothing with 
any set goals or any pressure." 
‘Armstrong, who said he runs about 
8-16 kilometers (5-10 miles) a day, 
retired from cycling after winning an 
unprecedented seventh straight Tour 


Maggette and Cuttino Mobley 
signed to long-term contracts. 

"The next orders of business con- 
cern free agents Sam Cassell and 
Viadimir Radmanovic, Kaman and 
Dunleavy himself. Retaining these 
four should not be that difficult, un- 
less the 36-year-old Cassell and 
Radmanovic demand much more 
than what Clippers management 
expects. 

Cassell is coming offa contract in. 
which he was paid approximately 
$6 million this season. He has stat- 
ed that he wants to stay with the 
Clippers for two more seasons and 
then become a coach. 

For the first time in perhaps their 
history, the Clippers hardly have a 
need to fill any holes on their roster. 
The plan is simply to keep this 
squad together and have their play- 
ers improve. 

New York Times News Service 


Lance’s new target: NY marathon 


NEW YORK—LANCE ARMSTRONG 
has a simple goal for his first New 
York City Marathon: finish within an 
hour of the winner. 


de France last year. 

Armstrong was appearing to promote 
a joint venture between Nike and Apple. 
The companies have developed a wire- 
less system so that Nike shoes can be em- 
bedded with a sensor to communicate 
with an Apple iPod Nano to help track a 
runners progress and choreograph 
songs. AP 


Raptors tab 
No. 1 pick 
via lottery 


NEW YORK—BRYAN COLANGELO, WHO AS- 
sumed the task of rebuilding the Toronto Rap- 
tors two months ago, will have the top overall 
pick in the National Basketball Association 
entry draft. 

"The Raptors (27-55) won the 2006 draft lot- 
tery on Tuesday. They had just an 88 percent 
chance of receiving the top pick and should have 
picked fifth had form held. 

However, form rarely holds in the lottery, 
which has seen the team with the worst record 
receive the top pick just twice in the last 16 
years, 

The Chicago Bulls, who own the first-round 
pick of the New York Knicks (23-59), remained 
second. The Charlotte Bobeats (26-56) re- 
mained third 

“The lottery's loser was the Portland Trail Blaz- 
өг (21-61), who had the NBAS worst record and. 
a 25 percent chance of receiving the top pick but 
dropped to fourth—the lowest possible pick they 
could have received. 

“Td rather be picking No. 1," Trail Blazers 
president Steve Patterson said 

“For us to have this kind of luck, it’s sign of a 
reversal of fortune,” Colangelo said. 

Colangelo will be taking good, long looks at 
‘Tyrus Thomas of LSU and LaMarcus Aldridge of 
‘Texas, a pair of hyperathletic college forwards 
leaving school early who figure to be the first wo 
selections. AFP 


Ronaldinho eyes golden double 


AUTOWIDE @ 


TRUCKS, PASSENGER VANS & SUVs 
BIG PRICE naa 
nivL VUI 


RIO DE JANEIRO—RONALDINHO 3 
could complete a таге double by win- * 
ning the World Cup little more than 50 
days after inspiring Barcelona to victo- 
ry in the European Champions League. 

While a toral of 49 players have 
graced the finals of international and 
European club football's greatest tour- 
maments in the same season, only а frac- 
tion of that figure, eight, have managed 
towin both in the same year 

Ronaldinho's Brazil teammate Rober- 
to Carlos managed it in 2002, and an- 
other Real Madrid player, France's 
Christian Karembeu achieved it four 
years earlier 

But beyond that, you have to travel 
back 32 years, when six members of the 
Bayern Munich side led by Franz Beck- 
enbauer lifted the 1974 European Cup 
before helping West Germany win the 
World Cup on home soil. 


May 101 Tine 3 2006 


BRAZILIAN star Ronaldinho (right) signs autographs for Swiss Paraplegic Research 


pm ISUZU ow CARGO TRUCK Center patients in Switzerland, where Brazil will train before the World Cup. лт 


VAN TRUCK (Cat Eye) ‘(Double Oifirental) 


Lot C Rizal Highway, Subic Gateway, Subic Bay Freeport Zone Telefax по. (047) 252-5328 


e 


suzy 12W REFRIGERATED 
AVAN TRUCK 
“To win the Champions League with 
Barcelona and the World Cup with 
Brazil would be something special,” said 
Ronaldinho. 


Meanwhile, South Korea was held to 
a 1-1 draw by Senegal on Tuesday, in the 
fist of its four warm-up matches before. 
next month's FIFA World Cup finals. AFP 
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E treat yourselfto | 
marvelous melodias | 


өз the Acapolla group, 


М Star Records, 
By Bayani San Diego Jr. "Blog" is the localized version of ferent flavors, to our viewers,” + 
€ e: , an El channel show biz program. Katigbaksaid. | һай 
"mwillfeatureHollywoodandlo- He asserted that Studio 23 was 
et diues cal gossip." not affected by the launch of QTY, 
ESOT ш Also in the Studio 23 lineup are. GMA 7's new affiliate. 
ing several new the men's lifestyle program “Itsa "ОТУ is geared for women and 
shows in the coming Guy Thing” and the comedy show фе masa, while Studio 23 targets 
weeks—both on its flag- Muni E =~ market. A d show 
i - " is hosted by Шке ‘Moms’ may post higher rat- 
ONE uide ` Bernard Palanca, Borgy Manotoc, ings than a Studio 23 canned 
А д John Joe Joseph, Ketchup Euse- show like 'Desperate House- 
ate Studio 23. bio and Bubbles Paraiso, while wives, but what we offer is undu- 
ABS-CBN launches "Kapam- "Gag Ito” is topbilled by Еру plicated reach because our view- 
ilya, Deal or No Deal,” a prime- Quizon. ers have purchasing power” he 
time game-show hosted by Kris "Our goal isto offer variety, dif- concluded 
Aquino on June 5. 


‘Aquino's noontime game show 
"Game КМВ?” isn't folding up, 
however, because “Deal or No 
Deal” only has a limited two- 
month run as a filler to replace 
“Pinoy Big Brother Teen Edition," 
said a network insider. 

ABS-CBN is also said to have 
acquired the franchise for “Deal 
ог No Deal" from Endemol, the 
same Dutch production company 
behind the “Big Brother” series. 

According to the Internet, groundwork for PBB'snew three- 
there are at least 40 versions of month edition. 

“Deal or No Deal” all over the Also, ABS-CBN is launching a 
world—including Mexican, Pan- new celebrity dance competition 
Arabic (Middle Eastern), Polish, show, “You Can Dance." 

Indian, French, Bulgarian, ^ According to the insider, the 
Tunisian and the popular UK and new party show, which serves as 
US editions. the Kapamilya's hipper and more 

The format basically involves a youthful answer to ABC 5's “Shall 
contestant choosing from a num- We Dance,” is to be hosted by VJ 
ber of briefcases (usually 26) that Iya Villania. 
contain different sums оѓтопеу. Ayearago, ABS-CBN launched | 

‘The briefcase that the contes- talent contest with a similar for- 
tant has chosen can be “pur- mat, “Star Dance,” with Vanessa 
chased" by the shows del Bianco, Marvin Agustin, 
"Banker"—with the “offer” based Archie Alemania, JC Cuadrado 
on potential value. and Bianca Gonzalez as hosts. 

Sounds like "Kuwarta о Ка ` Speaking of "PBB" host Gonza- 
hon” or “Laban o Bawi” on “Eat Jez, she was also tapped to anchor 
Bulaga.” a new entertainment show on 

“Kapamilya, Deal or No Deal” Studio 23, "Blog or “Barkada 
will occupy the time slottobeva- Log?" 


cated by “PBB Teen Edition” next According to Leo Katigbak, 
month, as the network lays the managing director of Studio 23, 


IYA Villania hosts new celebrity 
danceshow. 


PENELOPE Cruz 
п “Volver.” 


Europe outshines ал 
H'wood in Cannes ports 


CANNES—SPANISH FILMMAKER PEDRO Penelope, 
Almodovar leads the early running in Cannes * 
this year with his bittersweet comedy Almodovar 
“Volver,” as European cinema overshadows 
Hollywood at the world’s biggest film festival. and other 
Also catching critics eye is Britain’s Andrea 
Arnold with “Red Road” and Turkey's Nuri Bilge Europeans 
Ceylan with “Iklimler (Climates).” 
“America is really performing badly this year,” make waves 
said Mark Cousins, ап author and commentator, 
оп cinema. "Asia is doing next to nothing inthe in world’s W. d d 
competition, so itis really Europe thatisshining |. Ra A ; ^ осв hav, А к жс: 
с teenie rer © (biggest Rich, sparkling textures. eddings have never tasted so go 
‘While crities and the Cannes jury do not al- —. 
ways see eye to eye, leading the pack in the race film fest 
for the coveted Palme d'Or is Almodovar’s 
"Volver" a touching and humorous retur to his 
beloved world of women, 
Spanish star Penelope Cruz teams up with 
another of the director's muses Carmen Maura 
їп what has been described as the 32-year-old 
beauty’s best performance yet, making her an 
early favorite in the the Best Actress derby. 
Her stffest competition to date comes from 
the lesser known Kate Dickie, who plays a grief 
stricken woman bent on revenge in "Red Road. 
‘Screen International critic Allan Hunter said 
the film, the first of a trilogy, was "likely to 
emerge as one of this year’s discoveries.” psa 
‘Also highlighted as a possible prize winner ^ m 7 
among the fit 10 of 20 hms in competion Б ion 
Britain's Ken Loach with his Irish drama "The КО 
Wind That Shakes the Barley” 
‘Among the disappointments was US director 
Richard Kelly's “Southland Tales," the follow-up 
to his cult hit "Donnie Darko.” 
At two hours and 40 minutes, audiences 
EUROPE/A22 
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The only way to en joy wine ín Weddings. 


Let's toast to the newlyweds with Novellino wines. Bold, refreshing Flavors. | 
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1 X-MEN 3 * THX 
1210 230 450 710 030 


6 THE DA VINCI CODE 
1230 340 850 1000 


2X-MEN3 7 POSEIDON 
1240 300 520 740 1000 1240 300 520 740 1000 


ALMODOVAR 


Europe 
outshines 
H’wood... 


5 X-MEN 3 40 THE DA VINCI CODE From page A2-1 
їт 200 420 640 900 Ts 255 605 915 complained it was too 
Temm - long, and the Variety 

Я trade magazine called 

it “pretentious ... fa- 
1 X-MEN 3 tally unfocused fanta- 
sy about American 
5X-MEN3 fascism, radical rebel- 


lion, nuclear terrorism 
Ss Bes 
Mixed reviews 
Also from the Unit 
ed States, Richard Li 
klater’s “Fast Food Na- 
tion,” based on the Er- 


ic Schlosser bestseller 


- DIES of the same name 
i. 3 about big restaurant 


3 MISSION IMPOSSIBLE 3 
1120 200 440 720 1000 
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1200 310 620 030 


8 OVER THE HEDGE 
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NOW SHOWING AT 


| 3OVER THE HEDGE 6 THE COOLER 


4 X-MEN 3 7 POSEIDON 


3 POSEIDON 7 MISSION IMPOSSIBLE 3 


4 OVER THE HEDGE 8 X-MEN 


| 1X-MEN 3 5 THE DA VINCI CODE chains, won only 
mixed reviews. 
The eagerly await- 
2X-MEN 3 6 THE DA VINCI CODE presents ed "The Da Vinci 
+ Code," which opened 
r n the festival but is out 
arti of competion, was 
x! © panned by reviewers, 
Nievera сг 
Tes wide boxoffice tally 
of $224 million in on- 
E ly a few days was 
3 1c proof that the public 
à =p was not listening 
1 X-MEN 3 re ate st Also out of compe- 
2X-MEN 3 5 OVER THE HEDGE N t the = лче) 
al 
3 THE DA VINCI CODE 6 POSEIDON episode of a lucrative. 
franchise and offers 
more high-octane ac- 
1 X-MEN 3 1 X-MEN 3 tion. 
But again the reac- 
2 THE DA VINCI CODE 2 THE DA VINCI CODE баны анала 
3 RESERVE 3 THE DA VINCI CODE 


4 RESERVE 4 OVER THE HEDGE 


2006 - Saturday - 8:30 pm 
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Pave P1100 нуд P1,350 wore 


ў = - 
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Berme Lootz (Масу) «s the unluckiest man in Las Vegas. roe CERT 
‘His bad luck $ contagious Wanting to knock out ieir mn 
manani тооп. The Stongn_a Hote’ ang Cano one o Р i 
О Capi i m ceases ote Goon ss 
ve los in ove win a coctad майнова, Nate ban (cyadurb@ya- 
cline tales cocked гесин (идеб, who dood sat hoo.com) Bris Dis- 
‘on puting an end to me romance and Вөез trict, Tagum City, 
Joy hijs ti S дали за hr -——o Y " ‘Davao del Norte 
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Aicelle and Gerald 
MIRCA Raton RAB 


FROM CYRIAN DUR- 


Santos on "Pinoy Pop. 
Superstar” 1 realized 
that its hard to fathom 
or predict the judges’ 
final decision. 

In the ultimate 
ЕЕ one-on-one, Aicelles 
1X-MEN 3 performance маз 
2 THE DA VINCI CODE 2X-MEN 3 Pees compares s 
ЭТНЕ DA VINCI CODE 3 THE DA VINCI CODE sci Gerald. got 
4 OVER THE HEDGE 4X-MEN 3 the judger'vote: 5 

5 MISSION IMPOSSIBLE 3 


T understand that 


Gerald was an early 

favorite among the 
IE DA VINCI CODE 

2X-MEN 3 


3X-MEN3 
4THE DA VINCI CODE 
5 OVER THE HEDGE 


1 THE DA VINCI CODE 
2 THE DA VINCI CODE 
3XMEN3 

4 OVER THE HEDGE 


1 X-MEN 3 
2X-MEN 3 


4 THE DA VINCI CODE 
2 OVER THE HEDGE 
3 THE DA VINCI CODE 


Watch at SM Cinema and 
be part of the gang! 


Enjoy your movie watching with 
Over The Hedge Movie Meal 

3777] Exclusively available at all 

ЧЕЛ SM Cinema Snack Bars 

Ж d nationwide 


cp 


resident judges. 
Aicelle, on the oth- 
ег hand, was the top 
pick in city road- 
shows and in the al- 
bum performance, a 
bigger factor as far as 
Tm concerned. 
With due respect 
to Gerald, he has a 
simple voice that 
spells mass appeal. 


3 THE DA VINCI CODE B problem is 
ut my ni 

4THE DA VINCI CODE 4 MISSION IMPOSSIBLE 3 рошкзоом Train that he keeps singing 

5 POSEIDON 5X-MEN3 m —— the same type of Fil- 


6 OVER THE HEDGE 6 X-MEN 3 мш ERAIN, 
rema 
OLODI 


1X-MEN3 1X-MEN3 

| 2X-MEN 3/ POSEIDON 2X-MEN3 
3 THE DA VINCI CODE / МІ. 3 3 THE DA VINCI CODE 
4THE SENTINEL 4 OVER THE HEDGE 
5 THE DA VINCI CODE 5 AQUAMARINE 


6 SILENT HILL 6 THE DA VINCI CODE 
The 


Perfect Gift 


Al'Year Round 
A Pre Paid Movie Pass to the Hottest Seats in town. 
Get Special discounts for volume purchases! 


ipino songs and, as 
such, he tends to be 
boring. 

Aren't we looking 
for a versatile record- 
ing artist? A "Super- 
star?” 

1 was sorely disap- 
pointed with Gerald's 
victory. Without а 
doubt, the stage was 
owned by Aicelle 
Santos (voice quality 
and versatility wise) 
that night. To Aicelle, 
1 know that you de- 
serve another shot. 
Don't give up b 
cause the music i 
dustry needs more 
talented people like 
you. 
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ROUNDUP 


Marissa had been central to “The OC" since 
the show's debut іп 2003. The Newport Beach 
teen had battled depression and drug and al- 
cohol abuse, had a brief lesbian relationship. 
and was expelled from her posh high school 
forshooting a man. AP 
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Il? cleared with 


Chinese censors 

HONG KONG—CHINESE CENSORS HAVE 

cleared the Tom Cruise action thriller "Mis- 
* sion: Impossible Ш” for release in the country, 
a film executive said 
Monday. 

“It’s passed censor- 
ship," said Yuan Wen- 
qiang, vice president 
at the state-owned 
China Film Group, one 
of the film's distribu- 
tors in China. 

There were con- 
cerns that some scenes 
set in Shanghai may be 
cut because еу 
spoiled the city’s im- 
age. Some showed tat- 
tered underwear 
hanging from laundry 
lines. State media reported earlier censors al- 
so wanted scenes of a car chase and a 
shootout shortened or cut. 

‘Yuan also didn’t know when the movie will 
hit movie theaters. But a spokesperson for the 
film's international distributor, UIR said earli- 
er it’s unlikely the film will be shown in June 
even if it passes censorship because dubbing 
will take time. AP 


Brangelina paparazzi freed 

WALVIS BAY, Namibia—A Namibian judge 
dismissed charges on Monday against a South 
African photographer arrested for trespassing 
while trying to snap a shot of pregnant super- 
star Angelina Jolie and her partner Brad Pitt. 

John Liebenberg 
was taken into cus 
tody on Friday after- 
noon after driving in- 
to the back of a police 
barracks in search of a 
vantage point to take 
a photograph of a 
nearby private hospi- 
tal in the port town of f 
Walvis Bay. 

The 48-year-old 
veteran photo jour- 
nalist was reacting to 
a tip-off that Jolie had 
‘been rushed there to 
have her baby. 

He was released on 
а warning after being detained for three days 
inacommunal cell. Reuters 


Bullock fights off stalker 
LOS ANGELES—Sandra Bullock wants a, 
judge to extend а 2003 stay-away order 
against a man she accuses of stalking her 
across three US states, according to court doc- 
uments 

Thomas James Weldon's failure to appear 
to rebut Bullock's allegations resulted in Los 
Angeles Superior Court Commissioner Scott 
М. Gordon issuing a default judgment against 
him on June 6, 2003. 


Barton bids 
‘The ОС? goodbye 


NEW YORK Actress Mischa Barton says it 
was better to be killed in a car wreck on “The 
OC" than to leave the 
Fox teen drama in 
“one of those lame 
farewells” 

Barton's character, 
Marissa Cooper, died 
in the ams of e 
boyfriend Ryan At- 
wood (Benjamin 
McKenzie) after Ryan 
lost control of his SUV 
and crashed. The third 
season's closer aired 
last week. 
A “Well, 1 was really 

on excited that T get to 
MISCHA Barton die, to be honest,” the 
20-year-old actress told Newsweek magazine 
inan interview. 


-Mer in Cannes 

CANNES—The successful X-Men franchise 
came to a close at the Cannes Film Festival on. 
Monday with "X-Men Ш: The Last Stand," 
bringing together the mutant superheroes for 
one last action adventure. 

The ending could allow for a fourth instal- 
‘ment and director Brett Ratner was asked 
whether the Marvel comic adaptation could 
spawn a "Next Generation" series. 

"| must say that in my opinion ... there will 
not be an X-4. This will be the last stand," he 
said. 

But he added: “That doesn't mean there 
won't bea spin-off, a Wolverine movie, a Mag- 
neto movie, a Professor X movie. There's a lot 
of opportunities.” Reuters 
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Weldon, 37, was or- 

1 dered to stay 182 me- 
ters from the actress 
and to not contact her 
for three years. Bul- 
lock wants the keep- 
away order extended 
because it expires 
JuneS. 

Bullock, 41, has al- 
leged Weldon fol- 
lowed her from Michi- 
gan to Texas and Cali- 1 д rw on visione | 4 
fornia. She said he al- > 5 
so sent her e-mails 
and faxes and left 
Voice mail messages 
with her and her fami- 
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extension ata hearing on May 31. AP 


Led Zep gets Polar Prize 
STOCKHOLM, Sweden— The surviving mem- 
bers of legendary rock band Led Zeppelin re- 
ceived the prestigious Polar Music Prize from. 
Sweden's king on Monday in the city where. 
they recorded their final studio album 27 
years ago. 

Robert Plant, Jimmy Page and John Paul 
Jones crossed the stage of the Stockholm Con- 
cert Hall—also the venue for the annual No- 
bel Prizes—to accept the award they shared 
with Russian conductor Valery Gergiev. John. 
Bonham, the group's drummer, who died in 
1980, was represented by his daughter Zoe. 

The award, which is typically split between 
pop artists and classical musicians, was 
founded in 1989 by Stig Anderson, manager 
of Swedish pop group ABBA, through a dona- 
tion to The Royal Swedish Academy of Music. 
Each prize winner collécts $137,000 


(107,000 euros). АР Rao itn сна Avo MARQUEZ 
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SWEDISH King Carl Gustaf XVI (right) award 
the Polar Music Prize to surviving members of 
rock band Led Zeppelin, from left, Zoe Bonham 
(daughter of deceased drummer John Bonham), 
John Paul Jones and Robert Plant. ” 
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Horoscope 


BY FRANCIS DRAKE 


YOU BORN TODAY: No matter what you do fora living, 
Work for what you want, and, among other things, you do like the trappings of success. 
fess your affection to loved ones. You're also ve 


basically you're tough and you're a fighter. You're willing to 


‘You're passionate and easily 


resourceful and practical. Focus on partnerships this year. 


Birthdate of: Miles Davis, jazz musician; Connie Sellecca, actress; lan McKellen, actor. 


ARIES (March 21 to 
е” April 19): You have 
strong feelings of desire 

Tor someone today. (The 

real hots.) This might 

just be a passing thing. You often fall 
in love very easily—and just as easi- 


ly our of love as welll 
Could replenish or re- 


store your energy in 


some way. Something makes you 
feel better about yourself 


TAURUS (April 20 to 
May 20): Time spent 
alone today might make 
you feel better. Solitude 


GEMINI (May 21 to 
June 20): You feel very 
"lose to a friend today 
In fact, this is the kind of 


day where friends could 


become lovers. Everybody feels a bit 
more passionate about everything! 
Ө today. You don't have to 

do anything special. 


People see you as powerful and 
knowledgeable. 


CANCER Qune 21 to 
July 22): People are eas 
Ву impressed with you 
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potent апе? 
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cheers 56 Unt of force 


LEO (July 23 to Aug. 
22): Youre hungry to 
learn something today 
You went adventure! 


б Some of you will devel 


op crush on or fall in love with some- 
body from another culture or a dif- 


ferent background. 
some way today. People 


) will do favors for you; 


с: 


lends а hand. Reduce clutter where. 

you work. (Clean things up.) 
"9 and all that). The real 
reason is that you want 


passion and romance in your life. 
{Don't we all?) If you can find it, 
more power to you. 
> ments to your home to- 
day. You might want to 
buy something beautiful 
to enhance the appearance of your 
home. 
e you feel passionate 
About something today. 


You want others to know how you 
feel. (But how can you get some- 
thing off your chest if you have to 


keep your shirt оп?) 
changing your world in 


some way. Some of you 


will even see new ways or sources of 
earning money. 


VIRGO (Aug. 23 to 
Sept. 22): The universe. 
might give you a gift in 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 
22): Relationships are 
passionate and steamy 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
Nov. 21): Co-workers 
are enormously helpful 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 
to Dec. 21): You might 
fall in love today (eyes 
across a crowded room 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 
to Jan. 19): Make home 
repairs ог improve- 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to 
Feb, 18): Conversations 
are animated because 


PISCES (Feb. 19 to 
March 20): You might 
buy something that's ex- 
citing and capable of 
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гла KANG 
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BY MANIX ABRERA 


BY ELIZABETH CHIONGLO 
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Messy presentation and progression mar new series' launch 


progression 

Tn its effort to look lively and “now,” the 
show develops its plot and characters in а 
jumbled-up way that makes it difficult for the 
ү production to consistently engage viewers’ at- 
1 tention and empathy. 

The people behind the show's cameras 
should stop calling attention to their jivey 
selves, and instead focus more productively 
on the interweaving stories they're telling. 

After all, ег face it, viewers are more in- 
terested in the series’ stars and plotline than 
anything else 

We also wonder why the show doesnt take 
full advantage of New York City’s scenic delights. 
There's much more to the Big Apple than Times 
Square and other standard sights, of course. 

‘Even more importantly, the series should 
also plug into the city's vibrant lifestyle. То 
date, the show has predictably focused on its 
Filipino characters, due to the fact that the 
production is intend- 
ed for Pinoys. 

Still, New York has 
an idiosyncratic en- 
ergy that could make 
“I Luv NY" а truly 
lovely experience for 
viewers, if the new 


The show 
should plug 
into the Big 
Apple’s 
vibrant 
lifestyle 

and 
idiosyncratic 
energy 
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Celebrity Obsession, 
at2 p.m. and 10 p.m 

How far is too far to go for news on the. 
stars’ lives? CNN talks to all sides of the 
Celebrity maze so viewers can decide for 
themselves 

Replays are at 3 a.m. and 2 p.m. on June 4, 
and 3a.m. on Junes. 

June on CNN also marks the launch of “The 
Boardroom,” a new weekly segment offering 
insights into the minds of the world's top busi- 
ness leaders. “The Boardroom” airs every 
Tuesday at 9 p.m. during "World News Asia," 
Saturdays at 9 p.m., and Sundays at 10 p.m. 

Finally, how will our lives look 25 years 
from now? In а unique global and multi-me- 
dia initiative, "CNN Future Summit" brings 
together experts from all over the world to 
discuss the future of mankind. "CNN Future. 
Summit" airs June 15 at 10 p.m., June 16 at 5 
a.m., and June 17 at2 p.m. and 10 p.m. 


set to telecast on June 3 


© 
K armersPlaza 


Seres takes better 


advantage ofit. 

"On point of per- 
formance, Jolina is 
agreeably kooky, 
while Marvin plays it 
relatively sad and 
somber—an inter- 
esting contrast. 

Alas, the younger 
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players turn in less 
felicitous characteri- 
zations. Jennylyn is 


* MISSION IMPOSSIBLE 3 
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too floridly silly 
while Mark resorts to 
his usual hip-hoppy 


из T | 122513251625/925 
a MALL CINEMAS 


shtick. This is mo- 
mentarily diverting, 
but in an extended 
ТУ series, its appeal 
quickly рай. 
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“The Stars uf BLADE and TRANSPORTER 


A Deadly Cop. 
A Dangerous Criminal. 
Who will be the last man standing? “ 
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Explore the world of your favorite 
Disney characters! 
May 1 to 31, 2006 
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NOW ON ITS 2ND WEEK AT ALL 
AYALA MALLS CINEMAS 


Reserve your seat by texting SURESEATS СВЗ 
to 2333 (Globe) or 211 (Smart) 


Or log on bo Www.sureseats.com fer web reservation. 


‘THE DA VINCI CODE 


For sereenlng schedule; plt. cal: 72:7717 ` 
 MTRCB Rating: Restricted 18 (R-18) 


THE LAST STAND 


NOW SHOWING AT ALL 


AYALA MALLS CINEMAS 
WHOSE SIDE WILL YOU BE ON? 


Fer screening scheda, pis, cali T2-TTT 
Reserve your seat by texting 
SURESEATS GBS to 2333 (Globe] „ 
erit (Smart. Or log on to Р 
wencsureseats.com for web reservation 


MTRCB Rating: PO-11 


PHILBEX Construction Show 
May 26 to 28, 2006 


‘Ton Gonzaga's You Complete Me mall tour 
May 21,2008 


Ayala Greenfield Exhibit 
May 13 tö 27, 2006 


ee 
È Repertory Philippines presents REPORTORY SUMMER CLABSESat 


T 


Ayala MUSEUM 


REP's Globe Thester- Маў 20, 22,25, 25,26, 27 а 28 
For inquiries, pis; call 687-0710 
PAROLA: Colonial Lighthouses т the Philippines 


May 18 to June 18, 2006 = 
For inquiries, please cali 757-7117 to 21 loc 29 or visit wørw-ayalamuseum.org 


Geta chance to win 
exciting prizes for every 
P300 worth of purchase 


May 6 - October 31, 2006 
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A Kapamilya and a Kapuso in one movie? - 


VEN THOUGH 
John Lloyd Cruz is 
a Kapamilya tal- 
ent, he is very vocal 
about his desire to have 
3j а project with Kapuso 
” stars Angel Locsin and 
Jennylyn Mercado. 

“I would love to meet 
them," he said. "It would 
bean interesting experi- 
ence to work with 

them." 
Interesting? Or 
is he interested in 

them? 

"Let me just 
say that I think 
theyre wonder- 
ful talents and 

4 genuinely 
{| beautiful peo- 
ў i| ple,” John said. 
Р Tm sure oth- 
er GMA 7 stars 
also want to be 
paired off with 
ABS-CBN talents. 
Wouldn't it be visu- 
ally refreshing to see 
new screen pairs for a 
change? 
Cant Kapuso and Ka- 
pamilya stars meet halfway 
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cause I'm working with the best 
designers, singers, comedians, 
hunks and dancers. I'm nervous 
and excited. This is a first for 
me!” 

Rufa Mae will be backed up by 
a full band as she sings pop, 
acoustic and soul hits. 


‘DoY 
| Woop 


Dolly Ann 
Carvajal 


and call themselves Kahati? Gender maze 


couldn't stop laughing when T 
overheard a young actor tell a gay 
comedian: ^I get scared every 
time I bump into (name of a 
young TV host). He's tall, but it 
turns out he's gay. When will he 
come out of the closet?” 

Will the TV host ever find his 
way out of the gender maze? 


Network-hopping Patrick 

Speaking of the battle of the 
networks, Patrick Garcia (a for- 
mer ABS-CBN talent who's now 
with GMA 7) made it clear where 
his loyalties lie. 

“The battle between the net- 
works is not my war,” he quipped. 
"Tm loyal to whoever is my cur- 
rent employer. Fm not expecting 
anything from GMA 7, but I want 
them to expect something from 
me.” 

Kudos to Patrick for not giving 
the usual show biz answer. 


Last ‘Challenge’ 

Paolo Bediones is not ending 
“Extra Challenge” with a heavy 
heart. 

He insisted: “It’s good to quit 
when you're on top.” 

Now that he won't be busy 
with the reality show, maybe his 
heart will finally have time to 
take the love challenge. 


Bombshell's birthday 

Rufa Mae Quinto is all fired up 
for her birthday concert, "Bomb- 
shell Unleashed,” at the Aliw The- 
ater on May 27. 

“The show is filled with high- 
lights,” she. enthused. “Ез be- 


Gay pride 


The movie “Manay Po” cele- 
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Catch the Cineplex Special 
Опе Hot Summer Special 
Watch and Relax at the Shang! 

Get between 10% to 50% URBAN SPA discount coupon on 
[selected services each time you purchase Shang cineplex 
movie tickets! See posters for details. 

Per DTI-NGR Permit Мо А3-0397 Senes of 2006 
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brates gay pride on ¢ 
its premiere night 
оп May 29 at SM 
Megamall Cine- 
ma. 
Scheduled are 
a gay fashion 
show and a spe- i 
cial performance 
by the Raging Di- 
vas. 
This is Mother 
Lily Monteverde's 
way of thanking all the 
gays who have 
touched her life 4 
through the years. 


Like Joey, like 
Jeremy? 

Jeremy Marquez Ё 
is happy to be part of 
the cast of "Captain 
Barbell.” 

But he would've been happier 
if former girlfriend Alessandra 
de Rossi was still on hand to 
share his joys and career highs. 

“I guess when it comes to love 
and career, one must suffer,” he 
quipped. “My career is on the up- 
swing but my love life is zero.” 

But he has remained friends 
with Alessandra, “I drove her to 
the airport when she left for 
Spain to shoot a movie there. I 
still want to do things for her.” 


PATRICK Garcia 


Film-Am beauty 

enjoyed practicing my French 
with Miss Philippines-Air Ginger 
Conejero. We hit it off instantly! 
The Fil-Am beauty also won Miss 
Photogenic in the Miss Philip- 
pines Earth pageant. 

Will she join show biz as most 
beauty queens do? 

“Tm not closing my doors but 
my priority is to take up law in 
Los Angeles next year,” she as- 


serted. GINGER Conejero 


Brothers with a mission 

Brothers Mon, Raffy and Er- 
win Tulfo team up for “Isumbong 
Mo (Tulfo Brothers)," every Sat- 
urday on RPN9. 

According to Mon, the show is 
“action-oriented.” 

Enwin added: “There'll be no 
dead air From start to finish 
you'll be glued.” 

Raffy promised: "No complaint 
will be left unanswered.” 


Anna's spa 

Singer Anna Dizon launches 
her Villa Ana Spa and Fruit Villa. 
in Socorro, Oriental Mindoro on 
May 28. It's a complete sanctuary 
for both body and soul. Villa An-; 
na has log houses, a fitness cen- 
ter, pool, horse-back riding area, * 
sunflower farm, fishpond, lagoon 
and aviary. 

For feedback e-mail watering- 
holeshangrila@yahoo.com 


MARK Herras, Jennylyn Mercado, Jolina Magdangal and Marvin 
Agustin in “I Luv NY" 


Messy presentation 
and progression mar 
new series’ launch 


LIKE ABS-CBN'S “Bituing Walang 
Ningning,” GMA 7's“ Luv NY" al- 
so made its debut on the TV 
screen last May 15. We've caught 
four of the show's first telecasts 
and have these initial reactions to 
share: 

The new series takes advan- 
tage of Pinoy viewers’ abiding in- 
terest in and even fixation on the. 
United Sates, and crafts a mix of 
individual stories that enable its 
four lead players to interact in a 
diverting romantic-comedy fash- 
ion in New York City. 

Jolina Magdangal plays a 
"TNT" Pinay who holds many 
jobs, all of them beyond the pale 
ofthe law. 

Marvin Agustin is an unhappy 
young executive who works 
legally in the US, but bemoans his 
faithless love and generally un- 
moored state of life, 

Jennylyn Mercado is even 


U. Torre 


more adrift, a petulant and 
spoiled young woman who ends 
up running away from home and 
is forced to deal with life's diffi- 
cult realities for the first time. 

Lastly, Mark Herras flies to the 
States to seek his fortune, only to 
be goosed by the fickle finger of 
fate and get thrown into the com- 
pany of the series’ other three 
leads, 

That thumbnail sketch looks 
pretty good on paper, but on the 
small screen, it's compromised by 
a rather messy presentation and 

MESSY A245 
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Peso nears 53 to $1, closes at 4-month low 


ме! ER MONITOR 


Figures that matter in our nation's Ме 


About two months looking for a job 
(Inthousands, as of January 2006) 


Bangko Sentral selling 
stems further slide 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE PESO YESTERDAY SLID TO 52.95:$1 IN INTRA-DAY TRADE 
on regional jitters caused by a renewed Asian bird flu scare, which 
-i added to pressure caused by a two-week selldown on emerging 


Of the 2.8 milion Filipinos unemployed as of January 2006, nearly half- 
or 1.38 milion-looked for work. Of this number, most (47 percent, or 
649,000) spent less than a month at it. Unemployed Pinoys spent an 
average of seven anda haifweeks jobhunting, 


PESO-DOLLAR RATE 


markets’ bonds and currencies. 
Local currency traders said the Bangko 
| Sentral ng Pilipinas sold dollars at 52.95 to 
| кет the peso's depreciation. The local cur- 
rency thus recovered slightly but still closed 
at а new four-month low of 52.85 against 
| Tuesday’s 52.78 against the greenback. 
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PRONE TO ABUSE, FRAUD 
Abolition of tax credits pushed 


By Michelle V. Remo 


AUTHORITIES PLAN TO ABOLISH THE TAX 
credit system as abuse and fraudulent activi- 
ties related to the use of tax credit certificates 
(TCCs) have been blamed for huge revenue 
losses for the debt-ridden government. 

‘The Senate committee on ways and means, 
headed by Sen. Ralph Recto, yesterday proposed 
їп a hearing on economic bills that the govem- 
ment should already do away with the tax credit 
system. Instead, Recto said, the govemment 
should automatically айога portion ofthe nation- 
al þudget for tax refunds and fiscal incentives. 


It was the peso's weakest closing since hit- 
ting 52.875 to a dollar last January. Volume 
traded at the Philippine Dealing System 
amounted to $547 2 million. 

With the local currency nearing the 53 lev- 
el, it has nearly wiped out the gains seen so 
far this year. At end-2005, the peso closed at 


WHATS 
INSIDE 


Breaktim 
Hinder the 
table /в2 


HK firm eyes 
596 stake 
inPSE /В2 
IMF urges 
RP to carry 


out more 
reforms /B6 


Under the tax credit system, businesses 
that have claims for tax refunds or fiscal in- 
centives are given TCCs, the amount of which 
can be deducted from their tax liabilities. Re- 
cipients of TCCs include exporters, who are 
granted the incentive for their dollar contri- 
butions to the country, and companies that 
have claims for input VAT credits. 

‘The government instituted the use of TCCs 
because it did not readily have the funds to 
accommodare claims for tax refunds and fis- 
cal incentives. 

But Finance Undersecretary Gil Beltran 

ABOLITION/B2 


The new BMW 520 Diesel. Performance. 


* The advantage of a refined BMW Diesel. 


* Thesoulofa sports car. 


The new BMW 5 Series. Executive Arrival. 


53.09 to a dollar. 

Other Asian currencies led by the Indone- 
sian rupiah likewise tumbled on fears of the 
first possible case of human-to-human trans- 
mission of bird flu in Indonesia. 

At the same time, traders said offshore in- 
vestors continued to unwind portfolio expo- 
sure in emerging markets, leading to currency 
sell-off. 

Local currency traders said the BSP sold 
only about $10 million at the spot foreign 
market, but as soon as the market saw this in- 

зои 


SM firms up 
grip on EPCIB 


THE SM GROUP FIRMED UP ITS GRIP ON 
Equitable PCI Bank by getting five seats in the. 
1S-member board of the country's third 
biggest lender. 

During the stockholders’ meeting and board 
elections which lasted past 8 p.m. Tuesday, the 
Romualdez familys Trans Middle East Equity 
Philippines Inc. was not allowed to vote on its 
7.13-percent stake in the bank given a restrain- 
ing order from the Sandiganbayan. 

During the elections, the SM group increased 
its board representation from four to five: Teresita 
Sy Josefina Tan, Edmundo Tan, Exequiet Villacor- 

SMFIRMS/B2 


* The comfort of a luxury sedan. 
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GOLD: $668.30-668,80 
per ounce HongKong May 24,2006 


STOCK MARKET 


Shares close lower 

SHARE PRICES CLOSED 0.52 

although lest minute bargain- 

They said the recent sell-off in regional 
bourses suggested institutional investors 
prospect of rising interest rates in major. 
Global economies. 
SHARES/ 2 


(See stock market report on Page B2) 
percent lower yesterday, tracking 
hunting helped cushion the fall, dealers said. 
were re-aligning portfolios given the 
‘The Philippine Stock Exchange composite» 
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AGTING AS EQUITABLE PCI BANK CHAIR 
during the annual stockholders’ meeting, SSS 
boss Corazon dela Paz announced the bank 
has no "merger proposal on the table." 

Те hard to say if what she actually meant 
was, well, that the "proposal" was being 
worked out by unseen political hands under 
the table. 

T just know that Dela Paz thought that her 
audience, including the millions of working- 
class SSS members, was nothing but fools. 

Dela Paz, you see, has become the key ally 
of the SM group of mall operator Henry Sy in 
its scheme to gobble up EPCIB—the country's 
third largest lender. 

‘The group wanted to do that by simply 
forcing upon the stockholders of EPCIB the 
supposed “merger” with its very own Banco 
де Oro—ranked ninth largest. 

1с was actually a takeover scheme, with 
BDO absorbing the whole of EPCIB, and just 
like that, the SM group would control a large 
bank for a song. 

‘According to the SM group's chief ally Dela 
Paz, the “merger proposal” from BDO already 
lapsed. 

'WHAAAT? Its not as if covetousness has an 
expiry date on the label! 

Don't tell me that Dela Paz believes the SM 
group would get a bad stomach if it would 
swallow EPCIB whole after the date. The 
bank is not fresh milk or something. 

‘After all, the SM group already, er, EX- 
‘TENDED its “merger proposal" after it also 
LAPSED one time, because it met strong resis- 
Jarice from the minority stockholders GSIS 
and Trans Middle East. 

Inthe business game, there is no such thing 
as limit то one's hunger for wealth. There's no 
rationing here! How hard is it, anyway, for the 
SM group to shove the same proposal to EP- 
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CIB over and over again ший it finally gets 
what it wants? 

OBVIOUSLY Dela Paz was only trying to paci- 
fy the mob at the EPCIB annual stockholders’ 
meeting the other day. 

Та the first place, the so-called merger pro- 
posal created all the fuzz about the bank in 
media and even in the stock market. Every- 
body was watching Dela Paz—not to mention 
her principal. 

Under the takeover scheme of the SM 
group, the Sy family can acquire a power- 
house in banking, EPCIB being the third 
largest domestic bank, by spending only P10 
billion to P12 billion tops. 

By the way, the SSS and the GSIS used the 
funds ofits members—meaning, you and me—to 
invest something like P20 bilion in the bank. 

Please remember that the GSIS and the SSS 
were duped in their investment. Their sup- 
posed partner in buying the old PCI Bank, the 
Go family of the then Equitable Bank, did not 
put up the corresponding P16 billion. The Go 
family used the funds of PCI Bank, particular- 
Iy its fat FCDU accounts—meaning, the dollar 
deposits ofits clients. 

What happened to the P16 billion of the bank 
funds used by the Go family was another issue 
that Dela Paz promised the mob she would i 
vestigate, apparently also to sue for temporary 
peace with the restless stockholders. 

Thus, her  “no-merger-proposal-on-the- 


table” line will backfire one of these days, or 
as soon as the SM group resumes its relentless 
pursuit for EPCIB. 

Those unresolved issues still hound and will 
hound the bank, particularly because it is a pub- 
Бау listed company as it is, hindering its growth. 

Thats why EPCIB will get embroiled in 
more court cases, because minority stock- 
holders, such as Trans Middle East or even the 
GSIS, will continue to oppose the SM group in 
taking over the bank. 

Really, the storm over the P20-billion in- 
vestment of the pension funds GSIS and SSS 
will not die down, just because Dela Paz 
swept the "merger proposal” under the table. 
FROM WHAT I gathered, taipan George Ty 
(banking, insurance, car manufacturing, real 
estate, power generation, etc.) is going to form 
a holding company forall his business interests. 

It seems that the taipan is also grooming 
newly elected Metrobank chair Antonio Abacan 
to become vice chair of the holding company. 

‘Abacan took over from George Ty as chair 
upon the latter's retirement a couple of weeks 
ago. (Taking the place of Abacan as 
Metrobank president was George Tys son 
Arthur. The other son, Alfred, who is married 
to a daughter of taipan Lucio Tan, oversees 
the group's interest in real estate.) 

‘Anyway, it is well known that, in the 
Metrobank group, or the other businesses of 
George Ty for that matter, the chair is actually 
a working post. 

If read right the group's reorganization of 
sorts, George Ty must be taking a serious look 
at expanding his power generation business, 
particularly in the Visayas. 

ОЁ course George Ty himself will serve as 
chair of the new firm. And everybody thought 
that he already ... well, "retired." 


HK firm eyes 5% stake in PSE 


P155-M infusion seen boosting demutualization plan 


‘By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


HONG KONG INVESTMENT MAN- 
‘agement firm Value Рапле Ый. 
2207?) has offered to buy up to 5 
‘percent or P155.4 million worth of. 
1 ‘Shares of the Philippine Stock Ex- 
‘change, boosting the latter's efforts 
1 Жо Фесоте a fully "demurualized" 
+ company. 
` The PSEs demutualization 
‘refers to its conversion from a 
company previously controlled 
by stockbrokers to being widely 
owned by the public or other 
stockholders. 

In a letter of intent addressed 
to PSE president Francis Lim, VPL 
senior fund manager Norman Ho 
said the company was interested 
in acquiring more PSE shares. 

VPL, a Hong Kong-based in- 
vestment management firm 
founded in 1993, owns 8,340 PSE 


SM firms up .. 


ta Jk and Antonio Henson who was 
Joining the board for the first time. 

Likewise dropped from the new 
board was independent director 
Anthony Te, who was replaced by 
former ‘Tourism Secretary Peter 
Garrucho, previously a member of 
the bank's advisory board. 

‘The other members of the new 
EPCIBank board were reelectionists: 
Dela Paz, GSIS president Winston 
Garcia, EPCIBank president Rene 
Buenaventura, Nazario Cabuquit Jr, 
Fulgencio Factoran Jr, Ma. Luz Gen- 
eroso, Ramon Jabar, Reynaldo 
Palmiery and Jesus Tirona. 
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environment. 


a апав knowledge in Photoshop, 


id Acrobat 


shares through small open mar- 
ket purchases. 

It proposed to buy an addition- 
al 740,258 shares at P210 each to 
bring its stake up to 5 percent as 


change Commission (SEC). PSE 
closed at P200 a share yesterday. 
But some stockbrokers said 
VPL had to improve its offer. 
“I think itis not high enough to 
attract a lot of takers because we 


director and Eagle Equities presi- 
dent Joseph Roxas said. 

VPL is focused on participating 
in the growth of “great-but-under 
appreciated" Asian businesses as 
supportive shareholders. 

It manages more than $3 bil- 
lion in funds from individual and 
institutional savings. 

Ho said that after positive feed- 
back from Lim and conducting a 
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chair. Sy will also continue to chair 
the five-member executive commit- 
tee that includes Dela Paz, Bue- 
naventura, Factoran and Garcia, 
Meanwhile, former Bangko Sen- 
tral ng Pilipinas Першу Governor 
Alberto Reyes was appointed to 
join the four-member advisory 
board which also included Ricardo 
Leong, former Monetary Board 
member Teodoro Montecillo and 
Antonio Pacis. Doris С. Dumlao 
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record volumes,” PSE 


from a broker of its 


their PSE shares to 


they wanted ro sell. 


During the organizational meet- 
ing that followed, the new board re- 
elected Dela Paz as bank chair while 
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tax obligations. 


due diligence on the PSE, VPL 
was “more than comfortable be- 
coming a shareholder" and assist- 
ing in the PSEs ongoing demutu- 


VPEs letter of intent, however, 
merely indicated its intention and 
did not create a binding obliga- 
tion for either party The terms set 
forth in the letter were still sub- 


Lim, in a letter sent to brokers, 
said the actual number of PSE 
shares to be sold to VPL would be 
subject to the mutual agreement 
between parties involved in the 
transaction. Under a possible mu- 
tual agreement, VPL may com- 
plete the transaction by buying 


brokers interested in unloading 


urged to submit a letter of intent 
specifying the number of shares 


2,252.52 after trading between 
2,249.28 and 2,271.42. 

Volume totaled 2.44 billion 
shares worth P2.68 billion. 

The broader all-shares index 
fell 9.38 points to 1,409.98. 


to 39, while 48 stocks were un- 


“The market went through а 
steep two-day fall, and a recov- 
ery from that drop is expected 
(in the coming sessions). But in 
the meantime, we're still going 
consolidation 
phase," said Harry Liu of Sum- 


es = 4 Abolition of tax credits pushed 
Systems Analyst / TURY knpa "om^ 


said that if the government would 
officially include in the national 
budget the expenditures for ser- 
vicing claims of tax refunds and 
fiscal incentives, then insufficien- 


He said that the government 
should allot between P2 billion 
and P3 billion in its annual bud- 
get to service claims for tax re- 
funds and fiscal incentives. 

Beltran said giving cash re- 
funds was a better system than 
giving out TCCs because the for- 
mer prevents fraud arising from 
the use of the tax credits. 

‘The government has estimated 
that it lost about PS. 
revenues due to tax credit fraud 


1990s. The tax credit scam in- 
volved the use of fake and fraud- 
ulently secured TCCs, which syn- 
dicates sold to firms that, in turn, 
used them as payment for their 


The substantial increase in 
claims for tax credits was partly 
blamed by the Bureau of Internal 
Revenue for its collection short- 


‘The PSE is 40-percent owned 
by public and private institutions. 
Less than 43 percent are held by 
active stockbrokers. 

Last year, a fund affiliate of 
Equinox Partners bought addi- 
tional PSE shares from Singa- 
porean investment firm Kim Eng 
Group, resulting in the exit of the 
latter as owners of PSE shares. 
The Equinox Group, through 
global custodian Goldman Sachs 
and local custodian Standard 
Chartered Bank, recently as- 
signed its proxies to ATR Kim-Eng 
Securities for the latter to vote 
the shares during the recent PSE 
stockholders’ meeting 

Other major institutions which 
own PSE shares are the retire- 
ment funds of Philippine Long 
Distance Telephone Co. and San 
Miguel Corp., and state pension 
fund Government Service and In- 
surance System. 


choice. All 


VPL were 


Shares close lower ... 


mit Securities. 

"The market still has to digest 
the recent sharp swing in prices 
as well as concerns over rising in- 
terest rates," said Liu. 

Philippine Long Distance 
Telephone Co. was the most ac- 
tively traded stock. It closed 
down P5 at P1,955. Rival Globe 
Telecom Inc. ended P45 higher 
at PBBS. 

Ayala Corp. gained P7.50 to 
close at P400 due to bargain- 
hunting after Tuesday's slide. 

San Miguel's A-shares, restrict- 
ed to Filipinos, gained 50 cen- 
tavos to P63 while its B-shares, 
which foreigners can buy, fell P3 
toP78. AFP 


points to 


gainers 57 


fall last April. The BIR collected 
only P71.3 billion compared with 
its P78.6-billion target. 

The finance official said the 
Senate committee on ways and 
means was looking at including 
the proposed scrapping of the tax 
credit system as one of the provi- 
sions ofthe fiscal incentives ratio- 
nalization bill, one of the rev- 
enue-raising measures being 
pushed by the Arroyo administra- 
tion. 

But Recto said his committee. 
would study whether the propos- 
al would still need legislation. If 
not, then the government could 
simply issue an executive or ad- 
ministrative order to implement 
the proposal. 

The fiscal incentives rational- 
ization bill is one of the legislative 
items that the Senate is rushing 
this year. The bill basically aims 
to plug huge foregone revenues 
due to the granting of various fis- 
cal incentives. 

Estimates by the Department 
of Finance showed that the gov- 
ernment lost P282 billion in po- 
tential revenue collection in 2004 
alone due to the granting of fiscal 
incentives. 


longerbea 


2 billion in 


in the late. 


THURSDAY, MAY 25, 2006 


Beet 


sella 


prm 


ai 


Bi 


оо 108 
ELECTRICITY, ENERGY, POWER & WATER 
Lu 


Scb: 


(im 
Sg 
gi 
girini 
888 


1 
BS BB 


EA N 
Дыш едын 
Ё 
Esso 
S888588; 


ht Tob ue Cor Rey 
олега Robin бор, 


285 


Е 
H 


KEI 

окко ousrmy 
p i 
араан be AE. 


Atscus Con Res & нарв 
Сор. 


$: 
йе Basi 


Bobi 


cBaeBEENS 5 
pre | 
RS eEeese 


“8821 


Бев 8 
РЕ 
БЕСЕ 


5 EEG: 
VS gekke: 
ЕНЕ: 


Е: 
ini 


ia Group inc. 
коом Сот, 
Змеи Сэр. 
Soutn Gang Resources Ine 
Unct fes & Holóngs Co 
Меера ne 


— 
E 


ETEN 
Беан 


3 


se SRR, 
Seba SEE 

5685 

de 


БЕРЕБЕБДЫ 


28 
геше. 


КАЗ 

Evo’ Gotssco Resources 

‘vest Land, inc. 

боото Land ine: 

Kepa Phi Prop ine 
"Pu Б 

iesu Land те 


3 


ВЕЕЕЕСЕ 
es 
233888888888888; 


maan 


eRe ois 


geo, 
5. 


eile 


iz 
eR E. 
SogSISERGS! 
prn 


E 
вт 
оиу спона. 


ABS-CBN Broadcasting Corp. 
‘na Buen Pub. Сар. 


‘lta! Telecom Pats ic. 

obe rescom ic 

Prono Ter Cop 
i3 0s Tei Co. 


вова ноор ine 
ism Commoneatons Cop. 
Mas Semiconductors Сор 
Pte Corp. 


—— 
[crm 
E nerd 
ES 


tar & Resorts Сор. 
Waierton Pris ine 


юра. 
darte Davies ln. 
Сор. 


E 89 


Быз 


828 


429100 
307200 


180 
IMATION 


4.920.000 
1200090 


So БЕ. сЕЗсоЕВББ 
ü 3 
=. E 
Reson zeta 
Б Ве nExCDASCE 
g BE Roco HORS 


E3 
вые SERVICES 
A ow 


H 
E] 


Ba! 
E 


se oz 
de 
88888 Bi 


scd 
52 


2 


Be 
Scant 
Hi 


БЕ; 
5 
888 


8 
i 


NS 
ti 


8! 


Ec 


Buhi 


ЕБЕЗЗЕ E 
525285 B 


С Bak: 


PLOT 10% Prat Sarias P 
PLDT [s re Senes 5 
PLOT |10% Prat) Sones 
PLDT [105 prar) Senas V 
PLDT {10% prar Sonas Y 
RIOT i0 Prt} Senes 2 

IARRANTS, PHIL. DE 


ил 
ABSCBN низа, Сорурой) VED MTS 


d: 


jT RECEIPTS, ET. 
M2 


May 24, 2006 аю o l 
Country 


United States 


Peso. 
Equivalent 
527220 
04719 
99.1964 
6.7983 
43.6296 


Equivalent 


0779180 
0.006974 
1486028 
07100473 
0.844804 
0.694271 
0493027 
0587794 
2067614 
0207826 
0.491473 
0000084 
0.020397 
0212195 
1.000000 
0254218 
0345842 
0134122 
0017170 
0215660 
0.060032 
0.485986 
0127525 
0012988 
0119776 
0000826 
0107155 
0015010 
0024384 
0000363 


Dolar 
Yen 
Pound 


NiDolar 
Bolivar 


THURSDAY, MAY 25, 2006 


(Last of two parts) 
ITIS IRONIC THAT AN ISLAND THAT HOLDS 
so much promise of prosperity is home to mil- 
lions of poor families. 

The National Statistical Coordination 
Board said in its 2000 poverty incidence re- 
port that almost 30 percent of the population. 
in Mindanao was poor. 

Sulu was cited as the poorest province in 
the Philippines, with the highest poverty inci- 
dence of 63.2 percent. 

Tawi-Tawi followed with 56.5 percent; 
Maguindanao; 55.1 percent; Lanao del Sur, 
SS percent; Sultan Kudarat, 54.3 percent; and 
Camiguin, 53.1 percent. 

‘The peace process involving the Govern- 
ment of the Republic of the Philippines 
(GRP), Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF), 
and the Moro National Liberation Front 
(MNLF), and the Mindanao peace movement, 
is also a major concern that needs to be ad- 
dressed at the structural, social, cultural and 
religious levels. 

These issues weighing on Mindanao gave 
Mindanaons a reason to meet and discuss ће 
possible ways to achieve a progressive and 
peaceful Mindanao. 

Oneofthe proposed solutions that came up 
was the shift to a federal form of government. 

‘The movement toward a federal Philip- 
pines started in December 1999, when fed- 
eral advocates from the Mindanao Congress 
of Development NGOs network assembled 
and created Lihok Pideral Mindanao 
(PM). 

That eventually led to the creation of the 
Movement for a Federal Philippines (MFP). 

What was once а solely Mindanaon battle 
cry became a national issue. 

Just this week, the Technical Assistance for 
the Development of Rural and Urban Poor 
(TACDRUP) hosted a forum on federalism 
and Charter change. 

Although the fate of federalism is now in 
the hands of Congress, we want to make it 
clear that only a federal-parliamentary form 
of government can cure the country of its 
many ills. 

Mindanao federalists deeply believe that 
federal-parliamentary is not only the most vi- 
able and a part of the lasting answer to the 
Mindanao problem, but also the system of 
government most suited for the Philippines in 
the 21st century. 

A federal Philippines would do away with 
the concentration of power in the hands of a 
single national center. 

А federal system will give the nation that 
chance, because only a federal system can 
give real power to regional governments. 

The Lumad peoples have persistently ex- 
pressed their preference for self-determination, 
‘having seen that their absorption into the uni- 
tary political system has threatened their exis- 
tence and the integrity of their distinct culrures. 

‘The Bangsamoro people have their own 
distinct identity that must be respected. 

With the Autonomous Region in Muslim 
Mindanao, the central government has al- 
lowed, albeit grudgingly, a departure from 
having a central authority. 

‘The passage of the Local Government Code 
in 1991 further chipped away at the powers of 
the central authority. 

The local government units—from the re- 
gions to the barangays—were able to exercise 
greater self determination. 

From an economic perspective, the expect- 
ed positive effect of federalism on Mindanao 
is the passage of more sustainable socioeco- 
nomic reforms. 

Through a federal system, regional ac- 


Japan lifts ban 
on RP poultry 


By Christine A. Gaylican 


THE JAPANESE GOVERNMENT HAS LIFTED. 
the 10-month import ban on Philippine poul- 
try, which would enable local firms to comer 
part of the $700-million annual import re- 
quirements of Japan. 

Agriculture Secretary Domingo E Pangani- 
ban said he had been informed by Japanese 
Ambassador to the Philippines Ryuichiro Ya- 
mazaki that the Philippines has been allowed. 
to resume its exports of frozen chicken parts 
and other products starting June 7. 

"The Philippines voluntarily suspended ship- 
ments of poultry products in July 2005 when it 
detected the presence of low-risk HS strain. 

‘Although it was not the deadly Н59М1 
strain that has killed 65 people and infected 
250 in Asia, Japan still banned imports due to 
fears of an outbreak of avian йи. 

With the Philippines proving that it was 
free of the avian flu virus, it has been allowed 
to resume exports to Japan. 

Aside from Japan, the Philippines exports 
loca] poultry products to South Korea and 
some European countries. 

Additional shipments of local products 
were reported to be underway as Philippine 
agribusiness firms, led by San Miguel Corp. 
and REM Swift Foods Inc., are now being 
pressed to produce more than one million ki- 
los to meet the growing demand for chicken 
products. 

Chicken exports before the import ban in 
Japan reached 1.6 million kilos, according to 
the Poultry Exporters Board. 

Trial shipments have already been sent to 
European countries such as Switzerland and 
Sweden, local exporters said. 

According to the Poultry Exporters Board, 
Philippine chicken products have won new 
overseas markets, including the United Arab 
Emirates. 
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countabilities would create tailor-made pro- 
grams for smaller territories that are more re- 
sponsive to their constituencies, particularly 
the infrastructure, employment/jobs cre- 
ation, health, education, and various other 
human development programs. 

The environment will allow an economy 
where small and micro businesses will be- 
come robust; where investments laws are de- 
signed to meet the needs of the state. 

"The traders will have more access to gov- 
ernment services and there will be fewer lay- 
ers of bureaucracy. 

A smaller constituency will also make mea- 
surement of political performance easier for 
the voters. 
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Promise of federalism in Mindanao 


Regional economic and social programs 
are more directly feit and assessed, empower- Я 
ing the constituents to act more rationally in d 
elections. 

In summary, federalism is the one system. 
that may effectively address the problems in 
‘Mindanao, and correct the years of neglect by 
the central government. 

This unique island-region that is home to 
three peoples—Lumads, Moros and Chris- 
tians—of diverse backgrounds, customs, cul- 
ture, traditions, and social systems, calls for 
unity in diversity. 

Federalism could be the key that will un- 
lock and unleash the true potentials of Min- 
danao. 

Goji Hagan Bian is a strong advocate for 
Mindanao; chair, Mindanaworld Foundation 
Inc; ConCom and Charter change Advocacy 
Commission member; vice chair of the Min- 
danao Commission of Women and National 
Corn Board; chair of the Mindanao TVET, Min- 
danao Rep, Export Development Council; chair, 
Joji Iagan Foundation; Former chair of the 
Mindanao Business Council.) 
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Japanese firms seek to invest in RP oil, gas exploration projects 


By Abigail L. Ho 


FOLLOWING A RECENT ENERGY 
roadshow in Japan, various Japanese 
firms have expressed interest in in- 
vesting in energy projects in the 
Philippines. 

Energy Secretary Raphael Lotilla said 
Japanese companies were particularly 
interested oil and gas exploration and 
even biofuels, 

“We are optimistic that these com- 


panies will seriously consider the 
Philippines as an alternative area for 
investments now that we are seriously 
concentrating on reforming our econ- 
omy,” he said yesterday in a state- 
ment. 

‘The high prices of oil in the world mar- 
ket, he said, prompted many Japanese 
firms to consider undertaking oil and gas 
exploration projects in Asia, including 
the Philippines. 

Some firms, in fact, had even ex- 


pressed their intent to participate in the 
Department of Energy's upcoming 
petroleum contracting round, he said. 

They also asked about joint-venture 
‘opportunities with the Philippine Na- 
tional Oil Co. for existing oil and gas con- 
cessions in the country, he added. 

He noted that the country had a high 
hydrocarbon potential, with northwest 
and southwest Palawan having proven 
oil and gas reserves. 

Apart from Japanese trading firms, 


Japanese banks also participated in 
small-group discussions to find out how 
they could provide financial support to 
Japanese firms that would decide to do 
business in the Philippines. 

Ой and gas exploration was not the 
only area of the energy sector that 
caught the interest of Japanese in- 
vestors. Lotilla said at least two Japanese 
firms were eyeing Philippine coco 
methyl ester (CME) plants as possible 
sources of biodiesel for Japan. 


By Tina Arceo-Dumlao 


MOST FILIPINOS MAY NOT 
know it, but the Tetra Pak milk, 
juice, oil and sauce cartons that 
households throw away with the 
rest of their trash are worth 
something. 

Tetra Pak (Philippines) Inc. 
managing director Noel Ayre 
explains that, because Tetra 
Pak uses top-quality fiber, its 
patented packaging materials 
can be broken down and used 
again to produce other materi- 
als, such as sturdy composite 
boards and paper products. 

Tetra Pak is already working 
with two recycling firms in the 
country that want to use as 
much Tetra Pak cartons as pos- 
sible. 

These firms turn recycled Te- 
tra Pak material into paper and 
boards, which are also used by 
the Tahanang Walang Hagdan 
tó produce household items, 
such as picture frames. 


High end 

“The sort of fiber that we use 
Sat the top end so that even if 
they are recycled, they are still 
at the high end," Ayre tells the 
Inouiner. "Our cartons have 
high intrinsic value, that’s why 
companies want to use them.” 

-Tetra Pak uses high-quality 
fiber because its packaging ma- 
terials are designed to retain 
the freshness and nutrients of 
products—with no need for re- 
frigeration—such аз milk, 
cheese, juices, 
tomato sauce, and 
even fruits, vegeta- 
bles and pet food. 

“Protects what's 
good" is Tetra Pak’s motto. 

Tetra Pak materials, thus, are 
ideal for recycling. But the 
problem of recycling firms’ in 
the Philippines is lack of reli- 
able supply. 

This is where Tetra Pak in the 
Philippines wants to come in 
through its information cam- 
paign targeted at households 
and junk dealers. 


Segregate 

Junk dealers are of particu- 
lar interest to Tetra Pak be- 
cause they are in the best posi- 
tion to collect Tetra Pak car- 


tons, along with other recy- 
clable materials, such as glass 
and plastic bottles, newspapers 
and carton boxes. 

Ayre explains that because 
the junk dealers do not know 
any better, they do not segre- 


CORPORATE 
CITIZEN 


tic bottles, for instance. 


Looking for cartons 

This means that the Tetra 
Pak cartons end up in the same 
pile as other paper products, so 
its recycling value is not maxi- 
mized, It also means less mate- 
rial for the two recycling firms 
who are willing to pay a good 
price for the Tetra Pak cartons. 

Tetra Pak has then decided 
to form an environment team 
in the Philippines and assigned 
three employees to go on the 
road and inform as many junk 
dealers as possible about the 


gate Tetra Pak 
cartons — the 
same way that 
they set aside 
glass and plas- 


schools. 


cycling. 


and 


value of Tetra Pak and to let 
them know that there are com 
panies out there looking for 
these cartons. 

The efforts are starting to 
bear fruit as junk dealers and 
households are slowly realiz- 
ing that these cartons are valu- 
able in the recy 
and they can earn from them, 
instead of throwing them away 
like ordinary trash. 

Tetra Pak actually started its 
recycling program four years 
ago when it launched its Care 
and Share 


The program has reached 
about 100 private schools and 
students were encouraged to 
bring Tetra Pak cartons for re- 


The students get incentives 
the schools win some 
prizes from Tetra Pak, which 
the firm gives to a less fortu- 
nate partner school, usually in 
the provinces. 
But more than just earning 


Squeezing a ilice out of juice packs 


GRADUATES of the Don Bosco Street Children Foundation prepare the shredded Tetra Pak cartons 
for molding. 


recycling and 


yg industry, 


program for 


made paper. 


units by next year. 


prizes for bringing Tetra Pak 
containers, the students get to 
learn about the importance of 
environment 
care from Tetra Pak experts. 


‘Saving the environment 
They are also treated to pup- 
pet shows that focus on the im- 
portance of drinking milk and 
caring for the environment. Te- 
tra Pak even conducts exhibits 
featuring recycled items from 
recycled Tetra Pak packages. 
These include plant boxes, 
pencil containers, model cars, 
hanging planters, mobiles, bird 
feeders, puppets and hand- 


From schools to households 
and junk dealers, Ayre says the 
plan is to expand the recycling 
program to include barangay 


“What we would like to see is 
for every barangay to be in- 
volved,” Ayre says. “They can 
help save the environment and 
earn money atthe same time.” 


Japan 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


vice East Asia. 


the company said. 


native hub in the region, 


Edgardo Q. Abesamis said. 
ports of Japan," he added. 


‘Wenzhou to Naha. 


PLDT to trim phone 
service rates by half 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


MONTHLY RATES FOR RESI- 
dential phone lines may be 
slashed by over 50 percent af- 
ter telecommunications regu- 
lators approved a new promo 
proposed by Philippine Long 


Distance 
(PLDT), 

In a letter to the telecommu- 
nications giant, the National 
Telecommunications Commis- 
sion approved PLDTs new 
"Economy Plans," which charge 
а monthly fee of as low as P300 
for residential users for the 
Economy Plan 1 option. 

The rate represents a sharp 
discount over the company's ex- 
Б standard rate for residen- 
tial subscribers, which starts at 
P7002 month. 

"[NTC] interposes no objec- 
tion to the implementation of 
the new offerings,” Commis- 
sioner Ronald O. Solis said in a 
letter to PLDT, specifying only 
that the service must be offered 
on an optional or voluntary ba- 
sis and that the mechanics, fea- 
tures and rates of the promo be 
published before it is imple- 
mented. 

For an additional P400 a 
month, the residential user may 
also avail himself of a subscriber 
data line which will give him ac- 
cess to the Internet via the same 
phone line. 

The bundled telephone and 


Telephone Со. 


Internet. service, 
P700 a month charge, will also 
be cheaper than PLDT' existing 
promo, which offers the same 
service at over P800 a month. 

‘An Economy Plan 2 package 
offers residential users a phone. 
line at P488 a month and to 
business 
month. 
this scheme is pegged at P200 a 
month. 

The NTC also 
PLDT's petition to levy a toll ac- 
cess feature charge of P5 a call 
on top of regular toll charges for 
the domestic or international 
long distance calls made under 
the Economy Plans. 

The regulator pointed out, 
however, that the voice access 
charge was subject to foreign 
currency adjustments using ap- 
proved base rates and reference 
foreign exchange rates, while 
all quoted rates exclude value- 
added tax levies from the gov- 
ernment. 

Finally, the NTC ruled that 
clients subscribing to the new 
Economy Plans were barred 
from enjoying further discounts 
from the company. 

“Customers who avail of the 
Economy Plans will not be eligi- 
ble for subscription to the exist- 
ing P10 per call unlimited PLDT- 
to-PLDT NDD offer and all other 
reduced toll packages to be of- 
fered in the future,” Solis said in 
his letter. 


A FLAT INCOME-TAX RATE OF 35 
percent for all individuals has been 
put forward by the Senate commit- 
tee on ways and means—up from 
the original proposal of 30 percent. 
Ina Senate hearing on tax reform 
bills the other day, committee chair 
Sen. Ralph Recto said a fat tax cov- 
ering all individuals would simplify 
tax administration, and therefore en- 
hance tax compliance by the public. 
But the committee decided to 
adopt a higher tax rate of 35 per- 
cent because the 30-percent rate 
would significantly erode tax col- 
lection by the government. The 
original proposal for a 30-percent 
flat tax was put forward along 
with the suggestion that those 
whose annual income amount to 
P100,000 or below should be ex- 
‘empted from the income tax. 


assuming a 


users for P888 a 
Internet access under 


approved 


said. 


and Japan. 


Tn the past, for instance, the 


one trader 


In previous months, foreign in- 
vestors were lured by higher 
yields in emerging markers given 
the steady monetary and foreign 
exchange policies in bigger mar- 
kets like the United States, China - 


ing exchange rate. 


Estimates by the committee said 
the government would stand to lose 
P7 billion in potential tax collection. 
annually under the original propos- 
al, According to the Department of 
Finance's simulations, the govem- 
ment could lose up to P10 billion. 

Finance Undersecretary Gil 
Beltran earlier said the Depart- 
ment of Finance was amenable to 
the original 30-percent flat tax for 
individuals. But the agency be- 
lieved the tax measure should be 
implemented later rather than 
sooner, or once the government 
has resolved its fiscal problems. 

Beltran said the 35-percent flat 
income tax rate for individuals—a 
proposal which involves income 
tax exemption for annual incomes 
of P200,000 or less—would be 
revenue neutral, or would not re- 
sult in any foregone revenues. 

The finance official said the pro- 


Peso nears 53 to $1, closes at 4-month low 


tervention, the peso recovered 
some losses. 

“The market knows that the 
BSP might not let the peso break 
past the 53:$1 psychological level 
at this time because it might cre- 
ate further panic,” 


United States had clearly stated it 
would curb its current account 
deficit and lure Asia's excess 
funds while dealing with infla- 
tion at the same time. Japan, on 
the other hand, had indicated it 
would stick to a quantitative eas- 
ing of monetary policy that al- 

in inflation, 
while China said it would not de- 
iate too much from the prevail- 


Bur with uncertainties over 
these policies emerging, global 
investors have become more risk- 
averse and started to move funds 


enue to conduct tax audits. 


the SARS. 


demi 


THE COUNTRY’S LARGEST 
port management firm plans to 
expand its operations in Japan 
and develop the Okinawa port 
into a regional hub that will ser- 


In a statement, International 
Container Terminal Services Inc. 
(ІСТ) said that its Naha Inter- 
national Container Terminal in 
Okinawa, Japan was eyeing the 
expanded satus with the propos- 
al ofa new service route between 
the western ports of China and 
the southern ports of Japan. 

"As trade between the two 
Asian economic giants increases, 
the Naha terminal, ideally locat- 
ed at the center of the East China 
Sea, is ready to facilitate Chinese 
cargo bound for Japan, and 
Japanese cargo bound for China," 


Its operator and manager, Na- 
ha International Container Ter- 
minal Inc., an affiliate of ICTSI, is 
developing the port into an alter- 


“With its strategic location, the 
NICT is ideally situated to re- 
spond to the rapidly growing 
trade between mainland Asia, 
and the rapidly growing regional 
markets, particularly China and 
its primary trading parmers," 
ICTSI executive vice president 


“We will begin by introducing а 
new route, that will rransship car- 
goat the Naha port from the east- 
егп ports of China and southern 


Plans are underway to estab- 
lish a China-Naha-Kyushu service 
that will connect eastern Chinese 
ports like Xiamen, Fuzhou and 


Vessels carrying Japanese im- 


Senate wants to hike income tax rate to 35? 


By Michelle V. Remo posal could even raise revenue for 
the government because the sim- 
plification of the tax system would 
encourage tax compliance among 
the people and would make it easi- 
er for the Bureau of Internal Rev- 


The National Tax Research 
Center, an attached agency of the 
DOF tasked with conducting tax- 
related studies, said imposing a 
flat tax was a prudent way to im- 
prove tax administration. The tax 
center also noted that countries 
that shifted to a system of uniform 
income tax rate experienced 
growth in revenue collection. 

But the NTRC cautioned that a 
flat tax might elicit complaints 
from some taxpayers because the 
proposal runs counter to the prin- 
ciple of progressive taxation. Ac- 
cording to the principle, higher 
income earners must be imposed 


away from emerging markets. 
BSP Governor Amando Tetang- 
co Jr. earlier said interest rates 
based on treasury bills had fallen 
too low and must bottom out to 
make peso assets more attractive 
The Asian Development Bank 
had said in an carlier study that a 
flu pandemic could be substan- 
tially more damaging in both hu- 
man and economic terms than 


On the demand side, a pan- 
seen affecting consumer 
confidence and changing con- 
sumption and social patterns, 


PNOC president and chief executive 
Eduardo Manalac, one of the roadshow 
delegates, said some companies also 
asked about ethanol "since most of the 
cars in Japan run on gasoline.” 

“With the increasing prices of ol in the 
world market, Japan is expanding the 
use of biofuels and are now looking at di- 
versifying its sources all over the world, 
and the Philippines is one area that they 
are currently looking at in Asia,” Lotilla 
said. 


ICTSI to turn 


port into 


regional hub 


Port operator prepares for new 
China-Japan service routes 


ports from these ports will trans- 
ship containers at the Okinawan 
port. Once in Naha, Chinese lines 
may also load Japanese cargo 
bound for China. 

In Japan, southern ports like 
the Kitakyushu port cluster 
Fukuoka and Kagoshima will also 
connect to Naha through vessels 
carrying containers bound for 
China. Japanese lines, on the oth- 
erhand, may pick up Chinese car- 
go in Naha intended for the 
Japanese marker. 

“Our proposed route will im- 
prove liner service as this із effec- 
tively an all water door-to 
service,” Abesamis said. 
would have reduced transit times 
between Chinese and Kyushu 
ports which were not served by 
main line vessels, and reduced in- 
land transport costs once we roll 
out the new service." 

ICTSI said several Chinese 
shipping lines have already ex- 
pressed interest in the proposed 
Toute. Plans are underway to ай 
dress cost concerns as well as to 
introduce competitive tariffs ati 
the Naha port. 

The Naha terminal is equipped 
with two new quay cranes. It has 
a straight wharf of 600 meters 
with two berthing positions at a 
controlling depth of 13 meters. 
Terminal area is at 21 hectares. 

After declaring ICTSI the win- 
ning bidder for the privatization 
ofthe port in late 2004, the Naha 
Port Authority (NPA) and ICTSI 
signed a 10-year concession to 
manage and operate the termi- 
nal. 

This is ICTSI's first port ven- 
ture in East Asia and also marks 
the first time that such a facility 
was privatized by the Japanese 
government, selecting a foreign 
‘company as its operator. 


ahigher income tax rate. 

But Beltran said the proposed 
flat tax of 35 percent, with ex- 
emption for annual incomes of 
200,000 and below, would still 
be progressive because more low- 
income earners would actually be 
exempted from paying the in- 
come tax while middle- to high- 
income ones would be paying a 
30-percent tax on their income. 

The plan to impose a uniform 
income tax rate will be included in 
the bill that seeks to reform that 
National Internal Revenue Code 
(NIRC) or the Tax Code, which has 
been in effect since 1997. 

Once enacted into lav, the new 
measure would replace the current 
income tax system, which imposes 
various income tax rates depend- 
ing on an individual's income. Cur- 
rently, income tax on individuals 
range from 5 to 32 percent. 


From pageB! 


aside from dampening investor 
confidence. On the supply side, а 
pandemic is also seen to affect 
the availability of labor, as illness 
will force many workers to stay 
home, and affect the livestock 
sector negatively. 

“Governments will have to 
deal with an uncertain policy en- 
vironment as they respond to the 
public health emergency and eco- 
nomic dislocation," the ADB said. 

“Markets have a tendency to 
overreact, which could exacer- 
bate the economic impact," the 
ADB added, 


. OBITUARIES . 


Message of Appreciation 
“Te bereaved husband Gilbert Oleza: chin Wiliam, 
Darius: parents Engr: Lolo Giro and 
Giron; brothers Arasta and Richard камин, 
friends end loved ones of 


MA. JULIEBETH GIRON-OLEGA 


who passed away last April 21, 2006 wish to convey their 
deepest gratitude and appreciation to all those who offered 
‘prayers and support in their hour of bereavement. 


Jost 
Judit 


Friends and relatives are invited to attend the 40th day of 
special prayer on May 28, 2006, 3:00 p.m. at the 


Giron Residence 
5 Doña Trinidad Street 
Trineville Subdivision 1 
Sucat, Parañaque, Metro Manila 


TATAY, we love you very much. 
So Sadly Missed and Lovingly Remembered 
on his Tenth Death Anniversary 


AGUSTIN YDEM DE JESUS 


Lucena City 
Best Father, Greatest Grandfather 
August 22, 1907 - May 25, 1996 


His Children: LILIA & BENHUR, CLODUALDO & CAROLINA. MA. 
TERESA & RICARDO; grandchildren NINGNING & ALFRED, CLAUDE 
OLIVE ТОТ, OLIVER & LORALIE and FLORIO; pex grandchildrere 
MICKEY & MARTY. and REDD: frends & relatives request to pray or 
the sternal repose of his soul: Masses wil be offered at Ouf Lady of Fatima 
Pari Churek at Cordier St, QC. Holy Redeemer Church а б A.M 

Saana Our Lady of Perpetual Hep, Daly City CA, USA 


An obituary with a picture can be a 
fitting tribute to your departed loved one. 
Always caring... 


INQUIRER OBITUARIES 


OBITUARY REQUIREMENTS: 
© Copy of Death Certificate 
Ө Any identification document (LD.) 


WE ACCEPT CREDIT 
CARDS 
and bank-to-bank payments 


HERMOGENES С. MANGASING 


(Go Lian Huat) 


Peacefully joined our Heavenly Father 
on May 22, 2006 at the age of 77. 


His loving wife Conchita; children: Henry, Peter and 
Claudine, Victor (1), Christine and Michael; grandchildren 
Patrick and Cian, Miecah and Maibell, request for your prayers 


for the eternal repose of his soul. 


His body lies at the Imperial Chapel, La Funeraria Paz, 


Araneta Avenue, Quezon City. 


Mass of the Resurrection will be on Thursday, June 01, 2006, 
09:00 a.m. atthe Imperial Chapel, La Funeraria Paz, Araneta and 
cremation will follow at 12:00 noon at the Eternal Gardens 


Memorial Park, Baesa Road, Caloocan City. 


The family: husband Nilo; daughter Shey; 
mother Visitacion; 
sister and brothers Rowena, Benjie, Oscar 
of the late 


Priscilla Madamba Tam 


who joined her Creator on 
April 16, 2006 


wish to convey their heartfelt gratitude 


and Novena Masses and who in various ways 


gave comfort to the family. 


тту Стен) 


to all chose who paid their last respects, offered Masses 


and prayers, sent flowers, messages of sympathy 


$ 'PORO POINT MANAGEMENT CORPORATION 
A Subsidiary of Bases Conversion Development Au 
INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


NOTICE 


Hermogenes S. Villanueva 


Devoted husband, dying father, Doting grandfather 
Peacefully joined our Lord on May 23, 2006 at the age of 76 


His wife Ofelia; children Rita & Rudy; Nonie & Mila; Malou & Marcelo; Victoria 
randchildren 
dos Miguel, 


isa; Beatriz; Luisa & Franco; Omer & Tess; and Agnes & Chi 
atasha, Louise, Jose-Mari, Samantha, 
ig mala, relatives and friends request the pious 
to pray for the eternal repose of his soul. 


His remains lie in stare at La Funeraria Paz, Inc., Aranera Avenue, О.С. 


Interment will be on 28 May 2006 ас е Holy Cross Memorial Park, Novaliches, Bi 


МД Quezon City after the Funeral Mass 


Notice is hereby given that Alex H. Verchez and 
Wilma G. Herrera were elected as members of the 
Board of Directors of TEEKAY SHIPPING 
PHILIPPINES, INC. effective 26 April 2006. 


TX TEEKAY SHIPPING PHILIPPINES, INC. 


In compliance with POEA Requirement 


readers. POEA-029-58-042605-R. 


[START ANO COMPETITION NOTICE 


TO THE PUBLIC 


SR 


CLASSIFIEDS. 


NFA's transfer will generate savings for 


E 


{Cinema il, Maka Cty 
eere 
lack of donors and 

the government эгеде ror 


EXCITA 5 


Hp 365 91887090 


NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY ADMINISTRATOR Gregorio Y. 
‘Tan, Jr. said МРАЗ scheduled transfer to the Sugar Regulatory 
‘Administration building will generate substantial cost savings 
aside from placing the agency within the vicinity of other 
offices attached to the Department of Agriculture. 

‘This is in line with the government's cost-saving measures. 
for which the NFA has also been cited for its judicious 
compliance to the government's energy management 
program. 

‘As the NFA is a member of the DA family, Tan said the 
agency's transfer to the SRA building along North Ave. in 
Quezon City will also facilitate coordination with the DA. 

‘The NFA Central Office has been occupying a rented private 
building along E. Rodriguez Sr. Avenue in Quezon City for the 
past 26 years. Because the SRA building is also a government 


property, the NFA' transfer would also mean much lower 
rental fees. 

‘Two departments of the NFA, namely Technical Services and 
the Technology Resource and Development had earlier been 
transferred to the agency's own building along Visayas Avenue 
which also houses a warehouse and the NFA-CO motorpool. 

‘The relocation of the entire NFA Central Office at the SRA, 
approximately half a kilometer away from the agency's 
motorpool, will also mean savings in terms of fuel, vehicle 
maintenance and man-hours which would redound to better 
services for the agency's stakeholders and the public, Tan said. 

‘About 1,500 employees comprise the NFA central office to 
be transferred to the SRA building. For further information on 
the story, the public may send in text messages to 0917- 
6210927. 
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CLASSIFIEDS 
More Classified 
Ads on pages 


AT, A12 & B2. 


SANYO DENKI PHILIPPINES, INC. 


urgently needs 
DESIGN MANAGERS (2) 


for Из newly established Design Division. The 
incumbent of this position willbe In charge of the 
‘management and administration of this Division. 

He/she should have extensive knowledge on the 
conceptuallzation, designing, Implementing and 
testing of different models of Fan Motors as 

eseribed by our customers. Accordingly, the 

‘candidate is expected to know very well all the 

processes involving the production of a Fan Motor. 

He/she must also have previous hands on 

experience Іп handling at least five people in a 

Similar managerial capacity. A minimum of 10 
years experience In a manufacturing company Is. 

required. 

QA SERVO MANAGER (1) 
Must have at least 10 years of extensive. 
knowledge In the production and quality 
processes of Servo Motors. The job encompasses 
по! only Incoming quality Inspection of raw 
materials but Including quality assurance of Servo 
finished products. The Incumbent must also be 
knowledgeable In the operation of different 

‘equipment 
familiar with its malntenance as well. | 
AI applicants lor the above positions should be able lo 
speak, ead and wre Ninongo. 
interested аррісалі should send their resume wih 212 
picture and ofer crodentals o 

LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT CENTER 
Bldg 225, Subic Bay Metropolitan Authority 
‘Subic Bay Freepot Zone 


‘Goon assess RVESTOORROP.O bor Vt atn 


NOTICE 


Notice is hereby given that PSC DIVERSIFIED 
IUITS, INC. в applying or registration win Ina Board 


товста Non-Pionoer tat : 

WT per ear win pscupant st locis à AJM, 
Port Complas, Km. 20, bungee, Davao Chy. 

Алу person wih vai cbyctons on ihe above 
mentioned project may ll татат ejection in wing, 
Underoath wih ine BO! wat reo (3) daye om nó 
dato o тв publcaion 


(Sod) RUDY В. CARA 
"Drector 


Project Evaluation and Registration 
rant 


BEST OFFER 
INTOWN 
8342886 
8040484 


WE BUY 
at HIGH PRICE 
ROLEX 
HIS & HERS Watch Contor 
GoldCrest В. 
Gioriena-2 
5846593 5897041 
0917-8473744 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
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* fessed mall rat. 
Since returning to the Philippines 
t in March after a year working as а 
7 bartender on a luxury cruise liner, she 
Z has visited SM Megamall in Mani- 
Z la—which was the country’s biggest 
before Mall of Asia opened on Sun- 
~ day—almost every day. 

"ts so convenient,” said the 32- 
year-old widow and mother of two. 
“You'll find everything you need. We 
spend almost the whole day in the 
тай” 

Cruz is one of around 8.5 million. 
Filipinos—a tenth of the county's 

gpopulation—who work abroad for 

“Detter pay. 
= The money they send and spend 
‘back home fuels consumption that, in 
tum, drives more than 70 percent of 
gross domestic product. That ratio is 
even higher than in the United States, 
where private consumption accounts 
for two-thirds of GDP 

"The disposable income of most 
overseas Filipino workers (OFWs) is 
one reason why big malls proliferate 
despite tepid economic growth that 
averaged about 4.6 percent in 2000- 
2005. 

Mall of Asia eclipsed SM Megamall 
as the country’s largest shopping cen- 
tes, opening to a huge weekend 
crowd even as the country’s economic 
managers fret about the impact of 
higher taxes and oil prices on con- 
sumer spending and GDP growth. 

‘The new mall, built for P6.5 billion 
($124 million) by SM Prime Holdings 
Inc, the group that also runs SM 
Megamall, has a floor area of 386,000 
square meters (4.15 million sq. 
Ё.)—опе of Asia's largest and almost 
as big as Vatican City. 

‘The SM groupis optimistic the new 
mall will do as well as its 24 oth- 
‘ers—helped in part by shoppers such 
as Josiebeth Cruz, 

SM Prime's malls -not counting 
Mall of Asia and SM City Clark which 
opened only this month—attract an 
average 1.7 million people on any 
weekday, with traffic doubling at 


Malls thrive as diasp 


JOSIEBETH CRUZ 15 А SELECON- ges err 


ora dollars roll in 


AWOMAN shops for shoes in one of the mals in Manila. Roughly 8.5 milion 
Filipinos work abroad and the money they send fuels consumption that, in turn, 


drives more than 70 percent of GDP 
weekends as families spend time in 
shopping centers due to a relative 
lack of leisure facilites such as parks 
and museums. 

As malis spread, there is a notice- 
able shift in lifestyle. 

“People before would probably go 
to Megamall ... once a week,” said Leo 
Venezuela, an analyst at ATR Kim-Eng 
Securities. "Now that malls are a lot 
closer, they get to go more often.” 

The Philippines is one of the 
world's top recipients of remittances 
after China, India and Mexico. 

With an average household of 
three children, the country’s emigre 
labor force feeds and clothes about 34 
million people, including their part- 
ners, or 40 percent of the entire popu- 
lation. 


serus 

Induding extended families, the 
number of people depending on re- 
mitted money easily rises to more 
than 50 percent of the population. 

That presents a goldmine for mall 
operators and retailers. 

Official remittances hit а record 
$10.7 billion in 2005, equal to more 
than 10 percent of GDP Double-digit 
growth was sustained in the first 
three months of 2006, with remit- 
tances in March alone hitting an 

year high. 

The central bank expects official 
remittances of $11.8 billion this year, 
а 10 percent rise from last year as Fil- 
ipinos continue to go abroad to work 
as nurses, maids, seafarers, musi- 
cians, accountants, technology pro- 
fessionals and laborers. Reuters 
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DESKTOP UPS 


I» Liebert. 


100% of Fortune 500 companies rely on Ei 
You can trust us to bring this level of reli: 
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RACK MOUNT UPS 


MANAGEABILITY | MANAGED RACK SYSTEMS | MODULAR UPS 
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IMF urges RP to carry out more reforms 


Gov't asked to sustain gains, avoid 
heavy spending during good times 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


AN INTERNATIONAL MONETARY FUND 
team has urged the Philippine government to 
sustain fiscal gains by pursuing more high- 
quality reforms and avoiding heavy spending 
during good times. 

In a recent report released ahead of the 
next onsite country review, the IMF staff pro- 
posed five specific measures to follow up on 
the country's gains brought on by fiscal con- 
solidation: 

‘© Enhance the revenue system even after 
the value added tax reform by broadening the 
tax base and rationalizing income tax incen- 
tives; 

© Ensure that past revenue gains are not 
eroded over time, by indexing excises to infla- 
tion and revising the level of excises in line 
with revenue needs and other public policy 
objectives; 

© Strengthen tax administration through 
improved taxpayer registration, audit strate- 
gies, return processing, and debt collection 
techniques, 

* Ensure long-term sustainability of the 
pension system by conducting regular actuar. 
ial reviews and adjusting benefits and contri- 
butions in line with the long-term solvency of 
the system; and, 

‘@Rebalance the composition of public 
spending away from statutory outlays to en- 
sure adequate financing of infrastructure and 
maintenance spending. 

The IMF advocated spending cuts in polit- 
ically sensitive expenditure categories, such 
as wages, pensions, and subsidies. But it 
noted that these cuts cuts would "require 
strong political will and public backing, sig- 
naling a sound commitment to fiscal consol- 
idation." 

Tt added that the deficits of the govern- 
ment-owned and -controlled corporations 
must be contained to ensure that all subsec- 
tors of the public sector would contribute to 
the adjustment effort. 

*Procyclical fiscal policies should be avoid- 
ed, whenever feasible," the IMF paper said. 


“Such policies may unfortunately become in- 
evitable during economic downturns due to 
the need to preserve the sustainability of pub- 
lic finances—especially in countries like the 
Philippines that face serious vulnerabilities 
stemming from high debt burden and large 
gross financing requirement. 

“In addition, sharp spending increases in 
good times can exacerbate economic volatili- 
ty and damage fiscal sustainability over the 
longer run and therefore should be avoided. 
In this regard, the cautious spending stance in 
recent years bodes well for making the adjust- 
ment more durable, although expenditure 
composition can be improved.” 

The report also backed “durable” reforms 
on the revenue side, such as introducing new 
taxes and expanding the base of existing taxes. 
through legislative amendments that are 
more difficult to reverse than administrative 
orexecutive orders. 

In contrast, the IMF warned that "procycli- 
cal fiscal policies that encourage exuberant 
spending in good times may make it difficult 
to undo the deficits and debt built up during 
economic downturns.” 

For instance, the paper said, the deteriora- 
tion in the Philippines’ underlying fiscal posi- 
tion happened even before the widely blamed 
1997 Asian crisis, noting that fiscal policy was 
loosened from 1995 and that, during the cri- 
sis, fiscal policy was procyclical. 

Citing a recent study of emerging market 
economies, the IMF paper said in addition го 
cuts in wasteful spending, durable revenue 
mobilization and robust capital spending 
were also important components of a sustain- 
able fiscal consolidation. 

“Procyclical fiscal policy exacerbates eco- 
nomic fluctuations, with adverse conse- 
quences for savings, investment, economic 
growth, and welfare," according to the IMF 
paper. "It also suggests that a stronger pro- 
cyclical bias in the upturn may result in a de- 
teriorating fiscal position over time, since 
deficits and debt built up during bad times 
are, in general, not offset during good 
times.” 
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A VIETNAMESE wedding scene on this cake 


By Micky Fenix 


HEN PENK CHING SAID 

she made a wedding cake 

with each layer shaped 
like a pillow, it was harder for me to 
imagine it than for her to make it. 

She said to know how pillows looked when 
stacked on top of each other, she did exactly 
that with the throw pillows in her house. 
Proof of it was shown to me on a page of a 
book and it seemed the most amazing baking 
feat ever, 

And she sort of made light of the effort by 
saying, “It’s only sugar.” 

“Caked in Sugar” contains the choice cre- 
ations of Ching and her sister Shen Ratilla 
They comprise the baking team of Pastry Bin, 
а company now known for its imaginative 
show cakes. 

Wedding cakes are mostly what you hear of 
their work. There's the life-size grand piano 
cake for the wedding of Gerard Salonga, for 
instance, They made a smaller version for the 
book only because the bigger one wouldn't fit 
in the photographer's studio door. 


Detailed 

And the attention to detail included a mu- 
sic piece, the score of the “Wedding March.” 

Yes, they recreated the cakes to make sure 
of the even photo quality needed for a coffee. 
table book. But not all. Actual wedding pic- 
tures of recent nuptials at Malacafiang (one 
Estrada and two Arroyos) were used, with 
each bride and groom about to cut their re- 
spective cakes. 

While known today for those huge center: 
of-attraction cakes, it was the relatively sim- 
ple wedding cake of Fernando and Kitkat Zo- 
bel that called attention to the sisters’ abili- 
ties. 

The simple three-tiered piece with the de- 
sign on the fondant (icing) depicting details 
of the bride's gown was deemed not grand 
enough by the wedding planner. But the bride 
wanted it that way and the Pastry Bin sisters 
agreed. The only luxurious touches were 
strands of pearls flowing down. 

When asked if they were real, Ching re- 
peated, “Ies only sugar.” 

` The book preserves in pictures the work the 
sisters have done. Ching clarified that they 
never intended to teach technique. What was 
important was the process—from idea to exe- 
cution. And each cake says that but in the 
words of the clients. 

It was a laborious task tracing the clients 
from years ago but, in the end, it was gratify- 
ing for the sisters to know they still remem- 
bered their cake designs. And so the reader 
learns why the lampshade is needed or why 
the tea set is used instead of the usual décor. 

The book cover, for example, depicts a Viet- 
namese wedding scene in deep red that's set 
off by a white cake and with fresh greenish 
flowers adorning the top. Ching explained 
that it was for a Filipino couple who worked 
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LAYERS of pillows formed this wedding cake. 
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Pastry Bin’s sisters act comes up with 
‘Caked in Sugar’ containing choice creations 
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NO Ilocano 
feastis 
complete. 
without 
Bagnet. 


BURIDIBUD, 
aversion of Dinengdeng 


‘Text and photos by Linda B. Bolido 


finally getting the respect it deserves 
and the exposure it needs. 

‘Owing in large measure to the month-long 
celebration of the Filipino Heritage Festival, a 
joint project of the National Commission on 
Culture and the Arts (NCCA), Department of 
‘Tourism and Filipino Heritage Festival, Inc., 
їп the past several weeks, regional Philippine 
cuisine has been showcased in posh venues. 

‘The latest to get the deluxe treatment is La 
Union cooking at the Renaissance Makati City 
Hotel. Until May 31, the hotel's coffee shop will 
offer lunch and dinner buffets that include 
dishes whipped up by La Union chefs brought 

to the city especially for the occasion. 
Diners who know Ilocano cooking 

.... wil no doubt find the dishes familiar 

J but also distinctive. Well-known To- 

/' cano delicacies like Bagnet, Pakbet and 

Longganisa are included, of course, but 

the La Union menu promises to be quite a 

culinary adventure with dishes like Katuray 
Flowers Salad, Burong Kanin and Buridibud 
(a variation of the vegetable dish Dinengdeng) 

Buridibud is only one of the dishes with 
names guaranteed to pique anyone's interest. 

There are also Sinaripsip; Ar-arosep, 
Popoklo and Gamet Salads; Dinakdakan and 
Insarabasab (both pork dishes); Sinanglaw (а 
beef dish); and Dinimdiman (frog with gata). 
Goat meat comes in the familiar Papaitan (al- 
so available in beef) and Kaldereta, as well as 
Kinilaw, among others. 

Desserts include Sinam-itan nga Saba, 
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SUNDAY IN TALISAY. WE MADE SURE 
that was in our itinerary during the 
five days spent in Cebu to cover the 
Filipino food festival at the Mactan 
Shangri-La. 

‘Talisay on a Sunday is where the city 
can buy its lechon and other roasted 
food requirements. 

Customers can drive by 
stop ata stall, transact a pur- 
chase through the car win- 
dow and then drive off. Oth- 
ers get down and go from 
stall to stall looking for the 
best bargains. Still others, 
like our group, buy and eat 
at one of the stalls offering a 
table and chairs and a roof 
that does litle to ward off 
the heat of anoontime sun. 

Eating on site means you 
have to be prepared to look 
silly, Because of the oppres- 
sive heat, we relied on some ice-cold 
small towels that were used first to re- 
fresh faces and hands, then placed on 
top of our heads, an improvised air-con- 
ditioning. 

‘We certainly had our ice-cold drinks. 
Even if you're not a soft drink fanatic, 
you'd appreciate areal cold can of soda, 
with or without the calories. 

Talisay has the air of a tabu, a small 
market where vendors call out to the 
buyer to try their wares. There were in- 
gredients stil to be roasted but there 
жаз a lot of food already cooking. 

Fish were broiling, cooked pork bar- 
becue were displayed upright on impro- 
vised stands. The molmol (parrot fish) 
looked extra tempting, white-fleshed 
and fat. But one of us decided to have 
the mamsa (talakitok, jack). 


POMODORO, Segafredo's version 
of tomato soup 


BEEF Carpaccio, Salitibri Сараб о; 
Insalata Frullana; and Mozzarella, Basil 
and Tomato as ltalianstartefs — 


COUNTRY 
COOKING 


Best order 

It turned out to be the best order be- 
cause it was fresh and grilled perfectly 
so that it was moist and milky. We 
couldn't get enough of it. 

We relied on a resident to choose 
among the lechon vendors. A small na- 
tive lechon was it, chopped. 
depending on the price you. 
want to pay and served with 
a bottle of vinegar. The ven- 
dor told me that the bigger, 
hence not native, roasted 
pork was sold according to 
weight. 

One stall specialized in 
kinilaw of several kinds. We 
looked through each and 
every plastic container to 
choose our orders. Tan- 
guigue (mackerel) was done 
the usual way, cubed, mari- 
nated in vinegar, squeezed out then 
bathed with coconut milk and flavored 
with salt, pepper and chili 

‘We were curious about the squid but 
it turned out to be rubbery, perhaps be- 
cause it was swimming in the kinilaw 
‘marinade for some time. Then we chose 
the stall's two kinds of seaweeds, thean- 
gel hair lukot and the branch-like guso. 

Kinilaw and roasted food go well to- 
‘gether, complementing each other be- 
‘cause one is dry and the other, we 
more salty and the other, more sour. In 
Mindanao, they've invented a combina- 
tion of the two, the sinuglaw, shore for 
sinugba (roast in Visayan) and kinilaw. 


Inspired 


Pairing roasted pork and tanguigue 
kinilaw is an inspired creation, which is 
why two places have claimed it as their 
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Kinilawis just one of several dishes using goat meat. 


THE SEAWEED ar-arosep is known as lato 
elsewhere. 


BURONG Kanin may be a completely new 
experience for many people. 


TWO kinds of seaweeds and three versions of kinilaw 


own invention—Davao and Cagayan de 
Oro. 

As if the тата, lechon, two kinds of 
kinilaw and seaweeds were not enough, 
ме had barbecued chicken as well, 
boiled camote that was so sweet and the 
puso, rice cooked within woven coconut. 
frond. 

With every bite, we looked at each 
other then closed our eyes to show how 
wonderful we were feeling that mo- 
ment in spite of the heat. 

The two kinds of cooking we had in 
Talisay are part of the sutokil combina- 
tion so prevalent in the Visayas. Sutokil 
stands for sugba, tola and kilaw, not 
mixed but served together, a complete 
meal. The tola is the sinigang of that 
area but in Cebu, it goes by the name, 
tinowa. 

‘Sutokil, shortened further to STK, is 
offered in many roadside eateries in Ce- 
bu. The funniest name we encountered 
was No Problem Restaurant at the Mac- 
tan Shrine in Lapu-lapu City. 


Italian summer in Metro Manila 


Text and photos 
by Scott James H. Roxas 


ITALIAN SUMMER IS IN THE METRO, 
thanks to Segafredo Zanetti. 

For the whole month of May, Segafre- 
do celebrates “Ciao! Italian Summer” 
with cooling concoctions and food to 
satisfy any craving. 

The launching event of the restau- 
rant's summer special was as refreshing 
as the food, with al fresco dining and 
fun games. italian food enthusiasts had 
a grand time playing “coffee-based” 
games and chomping down on the 
chef's gastronomic creations. 

‘Customers can have a taste of Ital- 
ian summer while savoring an array of 
flavors at Segafredo's outdoor dining 
area. Cooling off on a hot day is no 
problemo with coolers, including cold 
espresso blends, to quench the thirst 


"and food to satisfy even the picky 


eater. 

They can try Beef Carpaccio or 
‘Salmon Carpaccio as appetizer, and fol- 
low it up with a light soup like Po- 
modoro or Zuppa di Vongole. For sal- 
ads, shere’s Clams and Greens, Мог- 


\SEGAFREDO offers 

a combination of pasta. 
and meats for the main 
course. 


zarella, Basil and Tomato, and Insalata 
Fruilana. Te 

But what's Italian dining without 
pasta and pizza? Perhaps Aglio Oglio 
and Margherita pizza (mozzarella and 
oregano) will fit the bill. For the main 
course, Segafredo offers Osso Buco 
with pasta and Pollo Alla Cacciatore, 
among others — — . 

These halían dishes can be enjoyed 
with a glass of Trebbiano d'Abruzzo or 


According to those who have tried it, 
the owner always says "no problem" to 
each request. A calling card from the 
place will either make you laugh or 
squirm. It lists the owner's name as Rose 
Inihao and carries this message: Take 
Eat Easy 

My Cebuana friend introduced me to 
tinowa of katambak (maye-maya, snap- 
per) head. I still think of it as the best 
sinigang Ive ever had even if its not as 
sour as we Tagalogs like it. She also | 
taught me to pair it with a dipping sauce 
of guinamos (fermented fish) and cala- 
mansi spiked with chili. 

“Two years ago, at the Par'T Ebelle 
restaurant in Cebu City (near the SM 
Mall), tinowa of mulmol head was sam- 
pled. We all looked inside a deep pot at 
the entrance where the waitresses 
‘would ladle the tinowa onto containers. 
Ме did notice that there were yellow 
mango bits floating about Was that 
their way of emphasizing that the food 
was distinctly from Cebu? 


Citra Ortense. The European dining ex- 
perience can be capped with a cool 
burst of flavor, gelato, available in such 
varieties as Pistacchio and Ciok Nut. 

As а special treat, Segafredo gives 
customers a 20-percent discount on 
weekend lunches until July 30. 

Segafredo Zanetti is at Greenbelt 2, 
Makati, and The Podium. Call the 
Greenbelt branch at 7574058 and The 
Podium at 6333421. 


Suman, Kalamay, Ingkiwar, Bibingka that 
looks like biko, Tupig and fresh fruits 

But Flavors of La Union is more than justa 
food festival. 

Held in coordination with the province.6f 
La Union, through Gov. Victor Е Ortega, arid 
its capital city of San Fernando, under Mayor 
Mary Jane C. Ortega, the event also includes a 
mini exhibition at the hotel lobby of samples 
of export quality furniture, woven products (a 
weaver also operates а handloom on display) 
and silk flowers, as well as products like pure 
honey, longganisa, basi, tapuy and brooms. 

‘The centerpiece of the display booths is a 
replica of the capital's botanical garden. San 
Fernando is working to become known as the 
Botanical Garden City by the year 2010. 

Call the Renaissance Makati City Hotel 
(formerly New World Renaissance Hotel) at 
8116888. 


Buridibud (Dinengdeng) 

Ingredient 

fried or broiled fish 

camote 

fish bagoong 

talong 

sitaw or papaya 

malunggay bunga chopped 

Procedure: 

Boil water and put fish bagoong and let sim- 
mer for a while. Then put the boiled mashed 
camote (previously boiled and mashed), to- 
gether with the sitaw, talong, papaya and 
bunga ng malunggay. When vegetables be- 
come tender, add the fried or broiled fish and 
let simmer for a while. 


FERNANDO 
and Kitkat 
Zobel's 
simply 
elegant 
wedding 
cake 
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and met in Vietnam and whose giveaway lac- 
quer set contained the scene. Notice, she said, 
the jagged lines. The imperfection was some- 


thing she was proud of because it proved that 
the design was made by hand. 


Mind-boggling 4 

‘Apart from wedding cakes, those for other 
occasions were also featured, Perhaps the most 
spectacular was the Chinese engagement cake 
with a curlicue lartice-ike cover in gold and red. 
‘And then the Fabergé egg with its ornate design 
‘embedded. It can boggle the mind even moré if 
you know that these are huge creations, some- 
times spanning a big table. 

"To emphasize that sugar creations don't nec- 
essarily need cakes, the sisters flexed their artis- 
tic muscles and interpreted all the animal sym- 
bols in Chinese astrology. Each one seemed like 
the sisters worked with different media. 

The horse looked like a translucent stone 
and the monkey seemed cut from a reddish 
coral, The tiger appeared as if painted on а 
scroll. 

Perhaps the most amazing of the creations 
is the imitation of the Chinese carved ivory 
ball within a ball within a ball. Ching did it for 
the competition of the 2001 British Sugarcraft 
Guild Convention. Her colleagues in the trade 
told her she would have won had not one of 
the inner balls been chipped in transit. 

Accidents do happen in the business. And 
you learned how to cope, said Ching. That can 
mean anticipating disasters by preparing 
more than the needed decorative pieces. 
Sometimes it involves some redoing on the 
spot and under time constraint. 

The book shows that the sisters are honedbn 
their craft. Publishing, however, was a totally 
alien field. Even with that, Penk Ching said fer 
instincts had always been proven right while 
the book was in production. She chose the cover. 
picture over the objections of the team not only 
because she thought it was photogenic but also 
for the practical reason that it left space below 
for the title of the book. 

"Por Penk Ching and Shen Ratilla, making 
the book may have been a learning experi- 
ence but itstill was an ordeal. "I's easier to do 
a cake than a book,” Ching declared. 2 

And now that i's done, a grand launch tat 
includes a show and an exhibit of cakes willbe 
held on May 31 at the Peninsula Manila, ond of 
the sponsors together with Swarovski (consid- 
ering how much crystals are used in cakes 
nowadays) and the Hong Kong and Shanghai 
Bak - o 

"Caked in Sugar? will be availablg in bo 
stores starting June 1, 


LE TOQUE Blanche's Othmar Frei and J Gamboa, as well as Anthony de Leon of HRA Baguio, with the participants in 
the first two-week intensive culinary program at the International School for Culinary Arts and Hotel Management. 
The trainees will pass on what they learned to students in their respective hometowns. 


Willy Wonka ought to be here 


NOTHING COULD ВЕ МОВЕ 
‘wonderful than people who turn their 
ove for craft into a business and do so 
exceptionally well. This is the case 
with April Те Seng, a baker turned e 
trepreneur. 

Some two years ago, she walked 
into my class and brought a business 
card. She told me she was about to 
open a baking supplies store and I 
gave her advice some time back. Per- 
haps I answered one of her questions 
through Kitchen Rescue. 

But due to memory loss, mine of 
course, | forgot about the incident. АП 
Iremember is that 1 would call her to 
ask if she had whatever it was that I 
needed at the moment and somehow, 
she always did! 

Our transactions were always lim- 
ited to telephone conversations, her 
staff delivering my orders, until one 
fine day about two weeks ago, when I 
needed 70-percent bitter chocolate 
Дю make sure I got what I wanted, 1 
pssed by her store and, to my sur- 
Jise, everything conceivable was 

here, the only one absent was Willy 

Jonka! 

ТЕ Sweeteraft is a baker and confec- 

Эйопегу artists paradise. It has every- 
thing—the widest selection of choco- 
lites, imported and local, in all vari- 
.Énts; packaging materials, boxes, 
суеп odd-shaped see-through cake 
‘ónd chocolate containers; pans, 
jnolds; baking and sugar-art gadgets; 

; popsicle sticks in all 


KITCHEN 
RESCUE 


Reggie As- 
piras 


colors; regular, as well as oil-based, 
food coloring; dried fruits and nuts; 
sugar and gum-paste flowers. 

‘Anything that baking and choco- 
late or sugar craft require—name it, 
they have it. And if they don't, she 
will source them for you. She even 
has artists on commission to do beau- 
tiful cakes and cup cakes for those 
who are in search of party giveaways. 

For all chocolate fountain vietims, 
this is the perfect place to get choco- 
late couverture be it bittersweet, milk 
or white. Just melt and pour away! 
And please do not add shortening or 
oil as some manufacturers dictate in 
their manuals. 

Using the perfect chocolate means 
you would not have to fret over un- 
‘even chocolate flow, of course, for as 
long as you have the right quantity of 
chocolate for the size of your foun- 
tain, which is crucial as well. 

Sweetcraft is а must-visit place. 
Not only will you spend hours unable 
to decide which or what to buy but 
you will get your every peso's worth! 
Compared to other places, they are 
mighty reasonable. 

T could only compare it to specialty 
confectionery stores in America, so 
clean and well laid out, absolutely no 
clutter... a place that allows you to 
stay on and buy more than what you 
actually came for. Call 5321595 or 
0920-9326919 


Job well done 

Т would like to congratulate Le 
Toque Blanche's Othmar Frei and J 
Gamboa, as well as Anthony de Leon 
of HRA Baguio, for the fantastic work 
they did with our scholars, 

The first batch of 10 are educators 
from Region 1, all of whom are tasked 
to pass on what they learned from a 
‘two-week intensive culinary program 
at the International School for Culi- 
nary Arts and Hotel Management, to 
their students in their respective 
hometowns. 

Next batch will be from Cebu and 
the rest of the Visayas. 


APRIL Te Seng, baker turned 
entrepreneur 


‘To all concerned, the more Chef Ta- 
bles you attend, the more scholars we'll 
have. So, support the cause! See you all 
‘on World Cup Night! 


Shrimps 

The perfect pulutan... Crispy 
Shrimps from Aklan! Fair warning 
though, a kilo might not be enough 
for one person. For bulk orders, call 
‘or text 0918-2390038; for smaller or- 
ders, call Gari at 0920-9082969. 


Birthday cake 
My one and only daughter will 
celebrate her seventh birthday 
soon. We plan to give her a small 
and simple intimate party with just 
the family. I want to give her a nice 
birthday cake. I've been ordering 
for the longest time from .... We ай 
love their caramel cake but their 
designs are limited. [My daughter] 
wants a Barbie or butterfly-shaped 
cake. [know some that make really 
nice decorations but their cakes 
aren'tso good. 
MARINELA 


1 have been trying to figure out 
who to recommend. And I sure un- 
derstand your dilemma, the best dec- 
orators come at a price! And"under- 
standably so, it is hard work! 

T think the usual question is why 
birthday cakes are never really as 
good as your favorite caramel or 
chocolate cake. Truly, itis never quite 
the baker's fault. 

Making your cake pretty, colorful 
and happy, as a birthday cake should, 
leaves the baker/decorator very little 
icing choices. See, not all frostings are 
of the same consistency. Those that 
‘canbe piped into intricate designs are 
just sweet, while the ones that have a 
lot of flavor could not be piped or, if 
they could, the color or “stability” of 
the frosting could be a problem, espe- 
cially given our climate. Not ro men- 
tion, of course, that choices for fully 
decorated cakes are limited, the 
lighter types could not handle the 
weight of a full decor. 

My son, Diego, and I were recently 
at Ella Oreta's first birthday party. Her 
cake was by Sasa Tan, it was nice and 
the cup cakes are pretty and yummy. 
Compared to the rest, her prices are 
reasonable. Call 0917-5339275. 


Email the author at raspiras@ 
inquirercom.ph. 


Product launch in dairy farm’ 


THE NEW BIRCH TREE 

~ Evaporated Filled Milk was recently 
launched at My Little Kitchen 
(MyLK) restaurant at Greenbelt 3, 
in Makati City. 

The new product by Birch Tree, 
which produces Birch Tree Cream 
Milk Powder, comes in 410-ml can, 
for savings of up to 12 percent per 
can. 


The milk can be used in recipes 
such аз soups, pastas and 
casseroles, It is also suitable for 
desserts, smoothies or creamer for 
coffee. 

For the launch, MyLK was trans- 
formed into a dairy farm with 
haystack, milk pails and diorama of 
cows. Guests were invited to partici- 
pate in different parlor games. 


MARIA SHARAPOVA 


n Marketing (Philippines). Inc 


At the end of the lunch, guests 
made their own halo-halo for 
dessert. 

Birch Tree Evaporated Filled Milk 
is available in leading supermarkets 
in Metro Manila like Robinsons, 
Puregold, The Landmark, South Su- 
permarkets, Makro and Ever Super- 
markers, Call 6360943 or fax 
6350516. Honey Lou £ Lastra 
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CULINARY SCHOOL 


SCHEDULE OF CLASSES 
June 2 & 9- CALIFORNIA RAISIN Filipino Recipes Workshops. 
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We are now accopirng enrollees forthe June bach 
GL ESSENTIAL COOKING SERIES [June 2 — 
September 7, 2008. Classes are hold ever 
шера redes. ESSENTIAL BAKIN 

AND PASTRY SERIES (June 3 - December 2, 
2006, Classes are heid every Saturdays) 


TUTON FEE nouses gans 
WEDDING А BIRTHDAY CAKE orders by appocunent onh 
We sal Cato бесит Сола end Sal SPANOS. 
FOR RESERVATIONS & INQUIRIES 

Msi or callus a 

35 Bonnie Serrano Avenue (отеу Santolan Road) 
Сато, Quezon Giy 

Таврполе #- 128-5316 / 412-7792 


mper benvsisonpscli nel on 
Webs: www henysison com. 


WATCH "A TASTE OF LIFE WITH HENY SISON at [BC Channel 13 every Sunday, 11:00-17:00 noon 
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Get more shots with a 


Delighting You Always 


FREE 256MB Memory Card 
when you buy a PowerShot A430. 


+ 4 Megapixels 
4x Optica! Zoom 


4.57 em (* 8") LCD screen 


PowerShot 


A GREA 


Wes EVERY TIME 


Promo runs trom May B iu June 39 2006 Per OTI NCH Permit No. 0820. Series of 2006 


Luebani 


‘CENTURY PARK HOTEL presents the 
Lucbanin Food Festival” until May 28. For 
only P850+ for adults and Р500+ for kids, 
diners can have'the lunch or dinner “Tayo па 
за Handaan" buffet at Café in the Park that 
features traditional Lucbanin specialties. Call 
5288888. 


TANG CITY has an ex- 
tensive menu of al- 
most 200 dishes. 
Among the bestsellers 
aro Roast Duck, crabs 
cooked in 12 diferent 
ways, and exotic dishes like Sao Long Pao, 
Tong Po Pork, Fried Layered Pao, 8 Glutinous 
Rice and other traditional dim sum and noo- 
die specialties. Special rice toppings include 
Honey Roast Asado Rice, Soy Chicken Rice, 
and Lechon Macau Rice. бай 8161340 (Glo- 
rietta) or 5231919 (Robinson's Ermita) 


DiNING 
OUT 


MANDARIN ORIENTAL celebrates French 
Spring in Manila with *Journees Gas- 
tronomiques И!” at The Tivoli, June 1-11. 
Guest chef de cuisine Franck Gialbert and 


їй 


fe 


“бле! de partie Nicolás Bonvarli wili take 
gourmands On a pleasürable gastronomic 
journey. Call 7508888 local 2431/2432. 


MANILA PAVILION features Sacher Torte es- 
pecially for chocoholics. Avail- 

able until May 31, the cake \\ 
costs Р850+ (whole) and 4 M 
PB» (slice). The hotel's Boul- x 
var goes Mexican with tacos Pa 
special this month. Four tacos 

with beef or chicken, grated 

cheese, spicy salsa, sour 

cream and fresh iceberg let- 

tuce are available for P220+ 

unti May 31. Patisserie offers 

this month "Nuts About 

Donuts” in such flavors as Mocha Cream, 
Chocolate Melt with Honey Glaze, Strawberry 
Aphrodisiac, Butterscotch Craze, Black For- 
estand White Choco. Call 5261212 local 

2317. 


CASCADA launched recently Poweriunch 
dishes including Garlic-Butter Prawns in 
Allque Coconut Cream Sauce on Herb Pasta 


LIFESTYLE 


with Eggplant Tempura, Pork Sisig and Quail 
Egg Napoleon on Wonton Crisp. Cascada is 
atthe 2/L of Greenbeita. 


THE BELLEVUE HOTEL'S Poolside offers 
Barbecue Dinner Buffet Friday 
and Saturday, and Burger. 
Lunch Binge Friday-Sunday. 
For al fresco dining at the pool- 
side, guests can choose from 
salads, seafood kebabs, 
salmon, chicken barbecues, 
minute steak, Hungarian 
sausage, veal bratwurst, 
desserts and more. Burger 
lovers can have a pick of quar- 
~ ` ter pounder, chicken and egg. 
cream dory and Hungarian hotdog burgers. 
The barbecue is priced at P795+. Guests who 
are checking in get a 20-percent discount. 
Call 7718181. 


SACHER 
Torte 


МАХ BRENNER offers the first and only puft 
pastry pizza in the country. The new Max 
Brenner pizza comes in five flavors: "Under 
the Sea” for seafood lovers, “Big Fat Greek” 
for Mediterranean food fans, 
Cinque Formaggi for cheese lovers, 
Arugula and Garlic for vegetarians, 
and Quattro Staggioni for those. 
who want to try ай four. Other fla- 
rors available are Pepperoni and 
Meat Lover's Pizza. The pizzas can 
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"reagan"? 


OUTBACK RESTAURANT offers new items: the Queensland Cobb Salad, chicken 
salad on fresh greens with Monterey Jack and Cheddar cheese, smoked ham, 
chopped egg and diced tomato; Spinach Artichoke Dip and Chips; Darling Point 
Crab Cakes; and Victoria's Crowned Filet. Outback Restaurant branches are in 
Libis, Alabang Town Center and Glorietta 4. 


be enjoyed with Max Brenner's Chocishakes. 
Max Brenner is at the G/F, Greenbelt 3, Ayala 
Center, Makati. Call 7288801 


THE SULO HOTEL'S Sushi Bar and Teppan- 
yak's Dish of the Month is the Tuna Teppan- 
уак, tuna sauteed in butter and garlic and 
sprinkled with bean sprouts and veggies, 


served with rice and miso soup. The dish is 
available until May 28. Call 9245051. 


‘ZHONGNANHAI CHINESE BISTRO at Green- 
belt 2 offers special no-meat dishes: the ZNH 
‘Seafood Rice end Noodle Toppings and the 
ZNH Seafood Specials (a la carte). Call 
7581111 or 4593663. 


Luminare 
Flowerly 
T-pc. beverage set includes pitcher 
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How-tos 
when 
wining 
and dining 


CHATEAU 1771 
Group of Restau- 
rants, with the Ate- 
neo de Manila Uni- 
versity Center for 
Continuing Educa- 
tion, will conducta 
course on “Wine Ap- 
preciation and Din- 
ing Out for Execu- 
tives” May 26-27 at 
the Ateneo Profes- 
sional Schools 
Building, HV Dela 
Costa St., Makati 

City. 
|  Thelv-day 
course will be con- 
ducted by chef Vicky 
Rose Pacheco of 
Chateau 1771 
Group of Restau- 
rants. Itwill focus 
on basic wine 
knowledge, wine. 
tasting how-tos and 
tips, handling wine, 
and dining eti- 
quette. 

Call 8302050 or 
visit www.cce.ate- 
neo.edu ог call 
6321435/6320008. 

For reservations, 
call 6317340-41; for 
catering, call 631- 
7339, 

Chateau 1771 El 
Pueblo is at El 
Pueblo Real de 
Manila, ADB Avenue 
cor. Julia Vargas 
Ave., Ortigas Center, 
j| Pasig City. 
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HAIR LOSS? 
Never Again! 


FORYOUR LIMP THINNING HAIR 


Get Ultra-Lush Volumizer Treatment 


Is your lush hair losing its thickness! Svenson International can stop it from thinning out 
and put more body into your limp and wispy strands. Ultra-Lush Volumizer Treatment 
is specially formulated to revive every strand and produce thicker, stronger-growing hair 


A fuller and lush look will be restored — your hair's true "crowning glory"! 


If you value your hair, trust Svenson. 


Call us today for a FREE consultation. WOMEN AT 


£o 


cALL 892-HAIR (4247) 


ALABANG 
4/f Citibank: Frabelle 
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СЕВО 
TEL: 234-0851 
IF Keppel Contre 


